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TO THE 


READER. 

A MONG all the places of Scripture, which they 
of the Church of Rome are wont to alledgefor 
a proof of their pretended Infallibility, l find 
none whereon they more rely , than that of 
S. Paul to Timothy i III. 15. That thou 
may’ll know how thou oughteft to behave thy lelf in the 
houfe of God, which is the CHURCH of the living 
God, the PILLAR AND GROUND OF THE 
TRUTH. Which place, fay the Rhemifts, pincheth the 
Hereticks wonderfully, and lo it ever did : and therefore 
they oppofe themfelves dire&ly againft the very letter 
and conielfed lenle of the lame. 

1 have thought it therefore worth my pains , to Jbow how 
unjujl this accufation is ; by opening the plain and evident 
meaning, the literal and confeffed fenfe of thofe words: 
whereby it will appear that we are far from being Hereticks; 
and that they, not we, are pinched^ this place ; and that 
there is no ground at all in it for their Jnfallibility; nor for 
their vain four / (hes, that the very Name of CHURCH 
terrifies us, and makes us pale with fear ( as Campian 
infolently vapoured (a), ) and that we not only fear, but al¬ 
together abhor the word CATHOLIQUE, lo as to leave 
it clean out of our Bibles, as the fore-named Rhemifts (b) 
mofi fenflefly mifreprefent us. 

For as I have proved , in the following Book, that we, 
not they are the true C AT HO LI QV E S, fo there is 
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To the Reader. 

nothing further from truth, (I have likewife fhown') than 
that the Apoftle here freaks, rvith any particular refpeff, to 
the Church of Rome. Which is fo far from Jlriking any 
terror into us, when it appropriates to it felf the name of 
C HV R C H', that we look upon the pretence to he as ridi¬ 
culous, as the proof is, they give us of it. Which is the 
foie Authority of afalfe S. Ambrofe his Commentaries up¬ 
on this place ; who thusglojfes : All the World being God’s, 
yet the Church only is his Houle : the Rector ( or Ru¬ 
ler ) whereof at this time is DAM AS US. Where the 
0) Annot. in Rhemifts (c) defire us to note , How clear a cafe it was 
i Tim.111.15. that the Pope of Rome, was not the Governor on¬ 
ly of one particular See, but of Chrift’s whole Houfe, 
which is the Univerlal Church, &c. And further im¬ 
prove this conceit, in thefe words, The Church which is 
the Houfe of God, whole Re£tor ( faith S. Ambrofe ) in 
his time was Damafus, and now Gregory the thirteenth; 
and in the Apoftles time S. Peter, is the Pillar of Truth, 
the eftablifhment of Verity : and therefore it cannot 
err. 

And truly it is worth our noting how clear a Cafe it is, 
that they were forely pinched ( to ufe their own word again ) 
for want of proofs ; when they betook them]elves to fuch as 
this. For it is hard to think that Men of their education 
( whom we will not defpife, as they do the Hereticks, a little 
(d) Amot. in before (d), as molt ignorant of the Word of God, not 
a Tim. i. 7. knowing the very Principles of Divinity ) (hould not 
know that S. Ambrofe was not the Author of thofe Com¬ 
mentaries : they being acknowledged by the greatejl Men 
in their Church to be fpurious Brats of fome other Writer. 
{£) Annai. Baronius (e) for infants faith. The Expofttion of Am- 
r ° m - f m ' brofe, upon all Paul’s Epiftles, began to be wanting in 
3g7 ’”' 3 * the time of Cafjiodorus t but being plainly loft, it is ap¬ 
parent, the work of another Author, was foifted in its 
room. And their other great Cardinal Bellarmine, con- 
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To the Reader. 

feffes as much in feveral places ; hut in one more fully (f), ffh 1, * 
where he a foils an Objection of Chemnitius ( who follow- c f.™ m °' 
ing the rule of the Civil Law (g), [ the witnels which ts) Tefim 
any Man produces for himfelf, he is bound to receive JJJ q “‘ s 0 f-f 
againft himfelf J quotes this Book , as Bellarmine oft had tmtfiY mi- 
done , in a Cafe of Marriage ) by this Jnftver, That the Au- ? m contu fu 
thor of thefe Commentaries is not S. Ambrofe, as learned 
Men know: and more than that, wholbever was the 
Author, he was none, ex celebratis patribusy of the famous 
or eminent Fathers. And indeed there is great reafonfor 
what thefe y and many others of that Churchy fay \ as I might 
fhow out of the Commentaries themfelves , which contradict 
the very words of the true S. Ambrofe. 

But fuppofe he had been the Author , or thefe the Work 
of feme celebrated Writer , it is a clear cafe ( and I defire it 
may be noted) that thefe Rhemift Annotators were not fo 
knowing as they would be ejteemed , or not fo confeientious 
as they ought to have been ; when they gather from thefe 
words that Damafus was Ruler over more than his own See , 
even over the Univerfal Church, as S. Peter, they fay , 
was in the Apojlles times-. For S. Ambrole himfelf faith r 
in his Book of the Prieftly Dignity (/>), ( which Prieffs (f) Tom.iv. 
one would think fhould read ) that when Chrifi faid , Feed fignitlte , * 
my Sheep j thole Sheep, and that Flock, not only blefw?.2. 
fed Peter then received j but both he received them 
with us, and with him we all have received them. 

And it is an unufual thing in Ancient Writers , to 
fay the fame of other Bifhops , that this Writer doth 
of Damafus, when they mean no more , but that they were 
Rulers of that part of the Catholique Churchy which was 
committed to their charge. 

Thus Arfenius, for inflance, writes to Athanalius^ as 
he himfelf hath fet down his Letter , which begins thus , 

We loving Peace and Unity with the Catholique 
Church, over which thou, by the Grace of God doll 
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To the Reader. 

pretide or rule , (i) <$tc. ;wrv than this, fuch great 
Clerks as they ffoould not have been ignorant, being alfo 
fuch lofty Cenfurers of the Hereticks, that Gregory hla- 
zianzene ( called the Divine, whom they read, it is to be 
fuppofed, to learn the principles of Divinity) faith, 
6’. Cyprian was made not only a Pallor, but a Paftorthat 
had the largell dominion : (k) being let over not the 
Church of Carthage only, or Africa, but all the Weft, 
and almoft all the Eaft it lelf, and the North and South, 
unto whom his fame reached. But if thefe things efcaped 
their obfervation, or they ftudioufty concealed them, they mtfft 
have been moll ignorant of the word of God, as they 
fay the Hereticks are, if they did not know, that S. Paul 
faith the fame of the Elders of Ephefus, that this Wri¬ 
ter doth of Damafus, XX. Ail. 28. that the Holy Ghoft 
had made them overfeers, to feed, that is, to rule and 
govern, the Church of God, which he hath purcha- 
fed with his own Blood. And if they knew this, rvhy 
were they not fo honeft as to interpret the later by the for¬ 
mer ? for there is no difference between S. Paulh words, 
and the counterfeit S. Ambroleh. S. Paul faith, the 
Elders of Ephelus were appointed to rule the Church of 
God ( for that's the office of a Shepherd, that feeds the 
Flock ) the other faith, Damafus was the ruler of God’s 
Church. If the Vniverfal Church be thereby meant, and 
not his part of it only , why (hould it not be fo expounded 
in the words of S. Paul ? and then Damafus his * title to 
this office is crackt ; for there were Rulers then fet 
over the Church Vniverfal by the Holy Ghoft, before he 
( or his Church of Rome, perhaps ) was in being. But if 
S. Paul* words muft have a more limited meaning ; then 
with what confc-ience do they give their S. Ambroleb words , 
an unlimited ; and not refrain them, as they muft do 
S. PaulV, to the particular See, committed to his Go¬ 
vernment ? 

And 
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To the Reader. 

And it was not eafie for them to be ignorant that 
S. Paul, in thefe words to Timothy, /peaks of the Church 
of Ephefus, and not of Rome, and was fo far from ha¬ 
ving any thought of S. Peter ( whom thefe Annotators 
make the Ruler at that time of this Houle of God) 
that it is evident , Timothy was the. perfon who pre(idedin 
it , and was the thief Pillar and Ground of 1 'ruth here 
fpoken of’, as I doubt not I have proved in the infuing 
Difcourfe. Wherein I have alfo Jbewn , that other fuc- 
ceeding Bifbops , in other Churches, had the fame title 
nay, many perfons in the Church, that were no Bijhops : 
who were far from thinking them/elves, or being thought 
by others, infallible as thefe Annotators imagine they 
mujl needs be, who are the Pillar and eftablilhment of 
the Truth- That’s an inference from thefe words , for 
which they had no more warrant ; than they had to intitle 
S. Ambrole to thofe Commentaries. 

The Author of which alfo did fo little dream of the 
Infallibility of the Church , when he glojfed upon thefe 
words ; that he doth not fo much as make the Church , 
the Ground or eftablifhment of the Truth: But faith 
in plain terms , Firmamentum ( as the Vulgar Latine 
tranjlates iJyaiufut ) hujus veritatis figna funt & prodigia ; . 
the eftablifhment of this Truth (left in the Church ) 
are figns and wonders which the Apojlles , that is , 
wrought to bring Men to the. firm belief of that truth 
which they preached. Which doth not rely, therefore , 
upon the credit of the Churchbut upon the credit of the 
Apojlles, and of thofe Divine Works, whereby God bare 
Witnefs to them : which are recorded in the Holy 
Scriptures . 

From whence alone we ought to derive our knowledge of 
the Truth, the Apofile here /peaks of- asismofi clearly 
refolved by S. Cyril of Hierufalem, in thefe memorable 
words • (l )Concerning the Divine and Holy Myfteries of ! f}f a f g ch s Vh 
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To the Reader. 

the Faith, we ought not to deliver any thing, though 
never fo I'mall, without the Divine Scriptures, &c. 
neither fhouldft thou believe me barely faying thele 
things to thee ; unlefs thou received the demonftrati- 
on of the things, publifhed, out of the Divine Scri¬ 
ptures. For this is the fafety, or fecurity of our Faith, 
which depends not upon words that we invent, but upon 
the demonftrationof the Divine Scriptures. 

In which we hear our Lori Chrifl himfelf [peaking tons : 
who is more to he believed than the Church. For the 
Church, as S. Paul fpeaks, is fubjedt lunto Chrifl: {they 
(»0 Tom. vii. are the words of S. Auguftinc {in) ) and therefore the 
Contra Cref- Church ought not to let her felf above Chrifl: fb asto 
c 2 [ am ' think that they who are condemned by him may be bap- 
' tized, but they that are condemned by the Church, may 
hot be baptized: when he always judges truly; but -Ec- 
clefiaftical Judges, being Men, are oft-times deceived. 

From them therefore , who are fallible , we appeal to 
Him, who is infallible ; and hath delivered his fentence in 
the Holy Scriptures : w from a Church particular, we ap¬ 
peal to the Church Catholique: nay , from the New 
Church of Rome, to the Old. For we are not, as they 
would make the World believe, affrighted with the Name 
of the -Church; whofe judgment we truly honour , as 
■will appear in this Treatife : while they dijhonour it , by 
■confining the Church to Fhemfelves ; and then exalting it 
above the Scriptures of Truthand making its mere Name 
ferve to dazzle the eyes of their own People, and to 
(a) xhm. An- keep them in profound ignorance : Peaching them (njtoop- 
r.nt. in. xii. pofe the Name of rf-Catkolique Man, and the Catholique 
Church, as a fufficient anfwer to all that we mojl reafon- 
ably objeFt againft them. Thus in their own conceit, it is a 
kind of Gorgonh head, which they fan fie will immediate¬ 
ly ftitprfy us, when it is opfofed to m \ hut, bleffed be God, 
we are fill in-our Wits, and underfiand very well, that 
• • this 











To the Reader. 

this is no better than his old Artifice, who invented this 
cheat ( as S. Cyprian (o) {peaks') of deceiving unwary G) L-dt Uii- 
Souls by the very Title of the Chriftian Name. For u:s cce ^' 
juft fo they now abufe the Name of Church, and the name 
of Catholique; and by good words, and fine fpeeches, 

( as S. Paul writes XVI..Rom. 18.) deceive the hearts of 
the fimple. 

Whom I have endeavoured in this fmall Treatife, to un¬ 
deceive, and direct in the way of that T RZ)T H, of which 
every Church ought to be the Pillar and Ground. If 
any one be not , but in ftead of the certain, conftant, uni - 
verfally received Chriftian Truth, fet up uncertain , nay 
falfe, lately invented, and particular conceits of its own 
it is not to be relied on, but rejected: though it hath been 
formerly a Church of never fo great Authority. Such the 
Church of Rome once wasbut now ceafes fo to be : having 
by taking upon her too much, loft that regard, which other - 
wife it might have had in the Chriftian World. It is not 
the fame Church it was in the Apoftles times, no nor in the 
days of Gregory the Great: as hath been unanfverably de- 
monft rated by Bp. Morton heretofore (p ); and lately by the 00 Catholique 
Author of the Vindication of the Anfwer of feme late L ' u 
Papers; to which there will never be an ingenuous Reply. 

Great and many alterations have been made therein, to the 
manifeft prejudice of the Chriftian Faith : of which that 
Church jhould have been, as well as others, a Pillar and 
Eftablifhment; but hath not oriouflyfailed in her duty, by 
inventing another Faith, which undermines and endangers 
that Fatih which was once delivered to the Saints. 

■ O f this I have given fo full and fo clear an account in 
thefe Papers, that I fear not to expofe them to the examina¬ 
tion of them that are of a contrary mind: hoping,though they 
do not convince them of their errors yet, they will help to 
eftablijh the People of our Church, in the prelent Truth. 

Which, I doubt not , they will fee to be the truly Catholique, 
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To the Reader. 

Apoftolique Faith ; which they ought not to part withal , 
but preferve as carefully as they do their life. 

And fo they cannot fail to do, if they add to Faith, Ver- 
tue. In order to which , I have endeavoured to make this 
Treatife as practical as I could: that we may not fall into 
that grand error , of thinking it enough to hold the Truth, 
though we hold it in unrighteoufnefs. 

God of his infinite mercy , deliver us all from that dam~ 
nable delufion , and eftablifli our hearts unblameable in 
Holinels, before God, even our Father, at the coming 
of our Lord Jelus Chrift, with all his Saints, i Thejf. 
III. i-L 
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INTRODUCTION. 

I T is a pious reflection which Clemens Alexan- 
drinus makes upon a faying of Plato, that if 
* truth could never have been learnt , but either L.vi.Sm* 
i from God himfelf\ or from his dependents ; then 
‘ we, who have the teftimonies of the Divine 
‘ Oracles, do juftly boaft, that we are taught the truth, 

< by the very Son of God. Which he hath revealed 
unto us lo plainly in all things neceffary to our Salva¬ 
tion, and tranfmitted unto us fb intirely in the Holy- 
Scriptures i that it cannot but be a great trouble to all 
thofe who love him and his Religion, to fee fuch 
wranglings about it in his Church, as if there were 
no more certainty among us, what is truth ; than there 
was among the Philofophers. 

The contention about this is fo fharp and fierce, 
that while Men leek after Truth , they are in danger to 
lole the very aim and fcope of it, which is Charity: 
the love of God and of one another. This S. Paul 
determines to be the very drift of the Gofpel, when 
he tells Timothy , the end of the commandment is chanty , 

11 . $• 

Nay, they have railed fb many doubts about this 
matter, that poor People are many times to feek for 
Truth it felf, even in the cleareft light thereof. It be¬ 
ing fbme Mens bufinefs, fb to confound their thoughts,- 
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1 The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

that they know it not when they fee it: but are ftill 
in great trouble about it, even when they have it. 

And where to feek for it, is now grown a great 
queftion alfo. It is to be found, no doubt, in the 
Church; but about that there are fb many difputes, 
that Men are to leek as much as before, if they go to 
find it there. In fhort, there are no words more abu- 
fed than thefe two ; Truth , and Church : and therefore 
I hope it will do feme fervice to Souls, if for their 
plain and fafe direction in thefe matters, I refeue thofe 
words of S. Paul to Timothy, i III. i 5. {the Church of 
the living God y the pilar and ground of truth. ] from 
thofe falfe gloffes that are put upon them, to the great 
difhonour of our bleffed Lord, and of his Holy Truth. 

And for that end, I fhall diftin&ly treat of thefe 
four things: 

Firft , What that truth is , of which either the 
Church , or Timothy ,or both, were the Pillar and Ground. 

Secondly, What it is to he a Pillar and Grounded 
the Truth. 

Thirdly, Who it is, to whom this Office and Ho¬ 
nour belongs, of being the Pillar and Ground of the 
Truth: or what we mean, when we fay, the Church 
isintrufted therewith. 

Laftly, How it difeharges this Office. 

I. 

What is the Truth f 

Here we muft begin; becaufe we muff firft know 
what the Truth is, before we can know a Society of 
Men to be the Church : which is conftituted and made, 
by believing and profeffing the Truth. 

And this in effed, is a refblution of that queftion, 
which Pilate askt our Saviour, but would not ftay for 
an anfwer, what is Truth ? 

Which. 










7 %e TilLr and Ground of Truth, 

fe fill Which though it be made a great difficulty by thole, 
sit. whole intcreft it is to make things intricate and per- 
4 great plexed; yet, in my opinion, it is very eafie to give la- 
h tli! tisfattion to it ; and we need not go far neither, to leek 
it. For the Apoflle himlelf immediately explains 
heygotn what he means by Truth in the'words following; and 
note al® without Cont rover fie great is the my fiery of godlinefs ; 
therefore God was rnanifefied in the Fle/h, jufiified in the Spirit , 
for tlti feen of Angels, preached unto the Gentiles , believed on 
idle theft in the World, received up into Glory. 

C/mhj Where we learn two things in general,, concerning 
k]fl this matter. Firfi, that the truth here fpoken of, is. 

1 tliegra that which was formerly a. My fiery or Secret, which 
//Truth lay hidden for " many Ages and Generations, in the. 
of theft unknown purpofe of God, butnow is revealed and 
manifefted, by the Son of God, and his holy Spirit,. 
in th( to make Men godly. 

id Grog Which is the other thing we learn from thence, that 
Gnli the truth, which the Apollle intends, is the My fiery of 
Godlinefs, or as he he {peaks in the VI. Chapter v. 3. 
Si |! the Doctrine which is according te Godlinefs • And 
judofl, therefore whatloever doth not tend to better Mens 
.j^y lives, by making them do their duties faithfully both 
towards God, and towards Men (to lome of which 
the duties that are owing,are in this very Epiftle called 
jbewing Piety or Godlinefs v. 4. ) we are not to rec¬ 
kon it among the truths , which were depofited 
with Timothy to be preferred and upheld in the 
a r Church: For God did not defign by the dilcovery 
ic l f he made of his Mind and Will, in theGolpel, merely 
1 , L to enlarge our knowledge but to re£ti fte our wills 
1 and affections, by the right information of our minds, 
and.by acquainting us with fuch weighty truths, efpe- 
’ V dally fuch wonderful revelations of his love, as can-. 
^ not but irrefiftably fway us, if we lay them to heart,. 
^ unto his Obedience, But* 
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But, that we may not be left to guels at this truth, 
"Or my (ter y of Godlinefs , without any certainty, he 
lets down a particular of it: and reduces the whole 
myftery of Godlinefs, to thefe Six heads. 



I. The principal is this, that the eternal Son of 
God , fame down from Heaven , and was .incarnate by the 
Holy Ghoft of the Virgin Mary, and was made Man ; 
that he might fuffer for us , and make himfelf an 
offering for our fins. All this I take to be included in 
thele words, God was manifejled in the flefh. Which 
cannot be meant of God the Father, for it is ex* 
prelsly laid in other places, that it was Jefus Chrifi who 
came in the flefh , i Joh. IV. 2. and is here declared 
to be God, that is, the eternal Son of God, the 
Word made flefh , 1 Joh. 14. Which doth not de¬ 
note merely his being made Man , but likewife his 
fuffering for us ■: he taking our flefh on purpofe, for this 
very end, that therein he might, by his Death, make 
an atonement for Sin. And lb the very phrafe 
flefh and blood fignifies in Scripture (as it doth com¬ 
monly in the Hebrew W riters ) this weak, frail, mor¬ 
tal, fuffering State, wherein we are at prefent: 
into which our bleifed Lord put himfelf, when he 
manifolded himlelf in our flefh. So we read ex- 
prelsly, ll.Hebr. 14. where to take part with us, in 
our flefh and blood , is to make himfelf liable to fuf- 
ferings and death. In thefe few words therefore, are 
contained many principles of Chriftian truths, viz. 
that Jefus Chrifl: was really God ( not God the 
Father, whole being is here luppofed, but God the 
Son ) and that he was incarnate, and really made 
Man, of the Subftance of his Mother : being perfect 
God, and perfect Man : and as- really fuffered for ns 
in the fleflo, as S. Peter Ipeaks, 1 IV. 1. Which were 
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77;e Pillar and. Ground of Truth, 

the Doctrines that were firft affaulted by the Devil, 
and his Agents in the beginning of our Religion (fuch 
as Simon Magus and the reft of that T ribe ) but proved 
to be undoubtedly true, by the mighty power of his 
Spirit. 

II. Which is the lecond part of this Myftery, 
jufiifiedin , or by the Spirit. Which fufficiently con¬ 
vinced all gain-layers, that he was no left than the 
Son of God, though in the likenefs of jinful fiefh ; and 
that by a Sacrifice for fin, he condemned fin in the 
fiejh . VIII. Rom. 3. For as he was conceived 
in his Mothers Womb, by the Holy Ghoft, l. Luke 
35. So at his Baptifm he was anointed with the Ho¬ 
ly Ghofi and with power (X. Aft. 38.) there being 
then a vilible delcent of the Spirit of God, in a Glo¬ 
rious manner upon him, together with a voice from 
Heaven, laying, This is my beloved Son, in whom I am 
well pleafed , III. Matt. 17. And as it then lighted 
on him, lo it abode, and remained on him , I. Joh. 
$2,33. as appeared by the power of fuch Miracles, 
as neither Men nor Devils Gould work, but only 
the Spirit of God. Which was lo evidently true, that 
to alcribe them to the Devil, was the blafphemy againfi 
the Holy Ghofi , XII. Matt. 28. 31, 52. III. Mark 
29,30. by whole power not only Devils were call 
out, but even the Dead were railed: whereby he was 
manifefted to be the refurrettion and the life , XI. Joh. 
25. By the lame Spirit he himlelf alio was railed 
from the Dead, and declared again the Son of God 
with power , I. Rom. 4. And having all power in 
Heaven and Earth given him, he lent the Holy Ghoft 
upon his Apoftles on the day of Pentecoft, as a fur¬ 
ther Juftificationof him, XV. Joh. 26. V. Acl. 32. 
Nay, more than this, by the laying on of their hands 
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The ^Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

poured it out upon others, ' who believed on his 
Name, II. Act. 38. VIII. 17. Which was the 
unrtion from the Holy One, whereby they knew all 
things, as St. John calls it i.II . 20. i. e. were a (lu¬ 
red of all the Chriftian Truth, revealed unto them. 
For all thele, were illuftrious witnelTes unto Chrift, 
and juftified this grand truth that he was God mu¬ 
ni fe fie din the flefh (for fuchends and purpofes, as he 
pretended ) agaiaft all oppolers, who acculed it of 
falfity. 

And who is there that doth not fee leveral other 
principles of God’s holy Truth, contained in this? 
particularly that the Holy Ghejl is God, the third per- 
ion in the Holy Trinity, being the Spirit of God: 
which knows the things of God ( as the Spirit of Man 
doth what is in him, iCor. II. 11.) and led or gui¬ 
ded the Apoftles into all Truth, XVI .Joh. 13. and 
dwells in the whole body of the Church, as his Tem¬ 
ple, 1 Cor. VI. 19. ( which no created Spirit can do ) 
and gave fuch a Divine teftimony to our Saviour, that 
to fpeak againft it, was unpardonable blafphemy. 

That other great article of our Faith allb is inclu¬ 
ded in this, which S. Paul declares in thele terms: 
Though he tvas crucified through weaknefs, yet he hveth 
by the power of God, 2 Corinth. XIII. 4. 

III. This was a thing notorious to the Angels them- 
lelvest which is the third particular in this Myftery; 
Was feen of Angels : both at his birth, III. Luke 9, 

10, 1 3. and in leveral palfages of his life, IV. Matt. 

11. XVII. 5. 1 . Joh. 51. and at his death, XXII. Luke 
43. and at and after his Refurrettion, XXVIII. Matt. 
2. XX. Joh. 20. and allbat his Afcenfion I. Ad. 10, 
11. when they teftified to the Apoftles that this fame 
Jefus who wm taken up from them into Heaven, fhall 
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011 1 fo come, in like manner as they had feen him go into Hea- 
lWs J vcn. Where when became, they all Worshipped him, 
bt»; X, Hebr.6.and admired at the wonderful Wiltiom of 
Were .j| God, which was made knowij to them by the Church 
Mo tit ( i Pet. I. 12.) especially this Myfiery of Chrift, as the 
U[lt0 Cit Scripture calls it, which is the fourth particular in this 
Catalogue of Chriftian Truths. 

ttftdi XV. That this Doctrine, thus confirmed and attefted, 
was preached unto the Gentiles: who were allured, that 
they fhould be made fellow-heirs with the Jews, and 
aid ill partakers of God’s Promife in Chrift, by the Gofpel, 
tietUi as S. Paul {peaks (III. Ephef 6. ) Vnto whom this 
fritijh grace was given, to preach among the Gentiles the unfearcha - 
Spiritc;| l/e riches of Chrijl ; and to make all Men know, what is 
1 Id tj the fellowjhip of the Myjlery , which from the beginning of 
Jiijj the World was hid in God, who created all things by Jefus 
!, as!!. Chrifl. 

pimcand An aftonifhing Grace this was ; declaring the infinite 
Saviour,i love and kindnefs of God : that they who thought not 
Imy of it, who had no promiles to make them expect it, who 
To is iit were Grangers to God and the Covenant of Promife, 
:fe ten were on a fudden furprized with the revelation of God’s 
jt Ik goodwill to them in Chrift; and by belief of it, were 
made fellow Citizens with the Saints, and of the Houjhold 
of God. That is, the Church was made truly Catho~ 

;cIstb lique ; all the World being taken into fellowfhip with 

the Apoftles, whofe fellowship was with the Father, and 
Lofej with his Son Jefus Chrijl, ijoh. I. $. 

tM 

Huh V. And another great wonder was,that notwithftand- 
jVfatf ing all the oppofition which was made by the Potentates, 
l io, by the Philofophers, and Difputers of the World, by the 
jig Devil alfo and his Angels ( who though they alio faw 
U him and could not but confefs him, yet let themfelves 
ft C againft 
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againft him with their whole power ) and notwithftand- 
ing all the ftrong prejudices that were in Peoples minds 
againft it, this whole Myftery of Godlinefs was enter¬ 
tained and received with great joy every where. W hich 
is the fifth particular, (een of Angels, preached unto the 
Gentiles , believed on in the World. So mightily grew the 
Word of God and prevailed,, as S. Luke (peaks Act. XIX. 
20. The reafon was, becaufe Chrift the Head of the 
Church, being railed from the dead, was exalted at God’s 
right Hand, far above all Principality and Power , and 
every name that is named, either in this World , or in the 
other: fo that neither Men nor Devils, could hinder the 
propagation of the Gofpel, by the working of that 
mighty Power, which he wrought in Chrift when he raifed 
him from the Dead , and fet him at his own right hand in 
the Heavenly places. 

VI, For that is the laft part of this Myftery of God¬ 
linefs, he was received up into , or in Glory : that is, in a 
glorious manner received up into Heaven And being 
gone into the Heavens (as S. Peter writes, i III. ult. ) 
is on the right hand of God ; angels , and authorities and 
powers being made fubjecl to him. So fubje£t, that from 
henceforth he experts, till all his enemies be made his foot - 
ftool , X.Hebr. 13. and having vanquifhsd Death, which 
is the laft Enemy, and rafted Men out of their Graves, 
he will judge them according to their Works. For he 
was received up into. Glory, to be the Judge of quick 
and dead. 

Thefe are the Principal Points of that Truth , which 
ought to be fupported and maintained in the Chriftian 
Church : being the fubftantial and neceffary Articles 
of our Faith, without the belief of which we cannot be 
Chriftians* 
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For the fuller Explication of which I fhall make Six 
obfervations: the firft of which the Apoftle himfelf here 
fuggefts; and the reft will fairly follow from thence. 

1. Firft the Apoftle notes them to be fuch Truths as 
were without Controverfie: about which there was no di- 
fpute among ferious Chriftians. 

2. And therefore thefe are the truly Catholime Do- 
Qxines, and thefe alone. 

1 . The fundamental Truths, upon which our Religion 
and the Church it felf is built. 

And therefore he that holds clofe to thefe, cannot 
be a Heretick. 

5. But they that call Men fo, becaufe they believe 
not other things, which they have made neceffary, have 
rent the Chriftian Church, and are guilty of that fin, of 
which they falfiy accufe others. 

6 . Which guilt is the greater, becaufe the beft and 
moft learned Men among them, have confelfed thole 
Doftrines, which they have fuperadded to the Ancient 
Truth , to be doubtful, fuperfluous, and unknown to the 
firft Ages, of the Church : that is, not truly Cat holism 
Doctrines. 
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^whict , The firft of thefe ought to be well weighed: that 
Jim \ s the Truth , which is to be fupported and maintained in 
Fork the Church, is fb evident and fo abundantly attefted, 
fqoici that it is confelfed by all Chriftians. Thus that word 
I’MhiyxiAva;, without controverfie , or confeffedly fignifies, 
as we may learn from the ufe of it among the Ancient 
wliidi Greeks ; one of which [ Diodorus Sinopenfis ] fpeaks of 
tf a their Supreme God, juft as the Apoftle doth of the My- 

Irticles fiery of Godlinefs (a). 
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——-*o o <pihtQ“ 

# 0 r$f Qz&v {Ayr®- tyjohoyaiAirw. 

Jupiter the friendly is, without controversies or by com¬ 
mon content agreed to be, the greatejl of the Gods. In 
like manner the Apoftle is to be underftood, when he 
faith the fame of thete great and venerable Doctrines of 
Godlinefs : Which are fiich, as are confeffed by all, by a 
common agreement ; and doubted of by none. For they 
are no other, than thofe which are contained in the Apo¬ 
ftles Creed , about which there is no queftion among 
Chriftians,but they all content unto it, being baptized into 
the belief of thofe Truths: in which the whole Church 
hath agreed, every where, in all times, down from the 
Apoftles days, to this pretent Age. 

(0 L. i. Con- For the Church, faith Iren mis (£), though difperted; 
tra utuf.c. 2 . throughout the World, to the ends of the Earth, re¬ 
ceived from the Apoftles and their Diteiples the Faith, 
which is in one God, the Father Almighty , rvho made the 
Heaven, and the Earth , and Sea, and all that is in them : 
and in one Chnjl Jefus, the Son of God, who was Incarnate 
for our Salvation: and in the Holy Ghojl, who preached by 
the Prophets the difpenfations, and approaches of God, and 
the Birth of the Virgin, and the Suffering, the Refurrecli- 
on from the Dead , and the Bodily Afcenfton of our Dear 
Lord Chrijl Jefus into the Heavens ; and his comings 
from thence in the Glory of the Father, to gather together 
all things, and to raife all humane flefb ; that , according to 
the good pleafure of the Father invifible, every knee of 
things in Heaven, or Earth, or under the Earth, may low 
to Chrijl Jefus, our Lord, and God, and Saviour, and Kjng, 
and every Tongue may confefs him ; and he may do Righte¬ 
ous Judgment upon alland fend the Spirits of wickednefs, 
and the Angels that tranfgrejfed and apojlatived, together 
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with ungodly, imjuft, lawlefs,and blafphemous Men, into 
eternal fire,.but to the jufi, and the holy , and fiuch as obferve 
his Commandments, and perfevere in his Love, either al¬ 
ways or by Repentance, gracioufty be flow life, give immorta- 
bycoi lity,andput them in pojjeftion of eternal Glory. 

Wj. I This is, awyJ.vov d ( as he calls it) a little Body 

jWl of Truth-, the Rule of Faith, ( as Tertulltan often fpeaks) 

Arinas inftituted by Chrift; which null as h abet apudnos qunjli* (c ^ L dg ^ 
Mltfi ones (c), is not doubted of, nor hath any quell ions about fftpt. c*p. 

Mi it among Chriftians, butfuchas Herelies have brought XIV * 
intlidu in, and which make Men Hereticks. 
fen je; And therefore this is the Truth, ol which the Church 

iptizds ought to be the Pillar and Ground to the end of the 
Mill World : but not prefume, as I fhall fhow anon, to bind 
nfratii all Chriftians, upon pain of perifhing everlaftingly, to 
believe what is not contained in this Rule of belief. For 
Jiljtfl it alone is fufncient, as appears by this; that into it, all 
:M,» the Articles or Parts (as a learned Man of the Roman 
itki; Church fpeaks (d) ) of which a Chriftian confifts, are di- (d) Rig *i tins 
4 *li gefied, as it were, into one Body% Ib ' 
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From whence it follows that elide are the true Cat ho- 
lique , and the only Catholique Doftrines. Catholique 
they are, becaufe fpread every where: and the only Ca¬ 
tholique, becaufe none befides thefe, till very lately, were 
received as part of the Chriftian Truth , which muft 
necelfarily be believed, if we hope to be laved. 

Hear how Irennus (<?) proclaims this , immediately 00 t-A. 
after the foregoing words: which (/) Epiphamus thought ft) 

Iq confiderable, that he hath tranferibed both thele Chap- xxxi. 
ters into his Book againft Herelies. 3 °’ 3 r? 

The Church, as we have faid, having received this Preach¬ 
ing (or Do&rine) and this Faith, preferves it moft care- 

fully, 
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faltyi a { if it inhabited but one Houfe \ though it bedifperfed 
through the whole World . And with unanimous confent , 
Preaches , and Teaches and Delivers thefe things , as having 
but one Mouth . ior though there be different Languages in 
the ) for Id, yet the force of that which is delivered is one 
and the fame. So that neither the Churches fituated in 
Germany believe otherwife, or have any other Tradition, 
nor thoje in Spain, nor thofe in France, nor thofe in the 
Fair, nor thofe in Egypt, nor thofe in Libya, nor thofe in 
the midft of the World\ but as the Sun, that Creature of 
God , is one and t he fame in the whole VV or Id, (o the 
'lim^vyua.'i the Preaching, or Doctrine of the Truth 

(hines every where , and inlightens all Men, who are ivilling 
to come to the knowledge of the Truth. And neither he, 
among the Governors of the Church ,. who is mofl power¬ 
ful in Speech , teaches different things from thefe ( for 
no Man is above his Majler ) nor he that is weak in 
Speech diminijhes the Tradition. For there being one 
and the fame Faith, neither he that is able to [peak a 
great deal concerning it , d th inlarge or exceed: nor 
he that can fay but a little, doth take away, or make it 
lefs. 

Which is fuch a plain declaration that the Creed 
contains the whole Apoftolical Traditioii ( or Faith, 
for they are the fame in his Language ) and the on¬ 
ly Catholique DoTrine; that if we were at this day 
to contrive words on purpofe, for the alferting this 
Truth, we could not invent any more full or exprefs 
than thefe. Which fhow us that this Faith is fufficient 
not only for the ignorant, the Catechumens , and begin- 
- ners in Religion; but for the moft improved in Chri- 
ftian knowledge; for thofe that inftruTed and ruled the 
Church, who had no Authority to preach orimpofeany 
other belief. 
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The Titlar and Ground of Truth. I ^ 

This is a thing that runs through his whole Book : 
for he repeats it again, in fewer words, in the latter end 
of the next Chapter, that the true Church hath but that 
one and the fame Faith ( before mentioned ) throughout 
the whole World. Which in the 19 th Chapter,^ he calls 
the Rule of Truth, by which all error -was diicovered : 
for holding this rule, though they fpeak very various and 
many things, we eafily evince that they have deviated from 
the Truth. 

And again, in the third Book (gf, he hath recourfe to (g) l.w. 
the fame Rule of Truth, unto which whofoever will hear- C!ui> ' 3" 
ken, may fee what is the tradition of the Apoftles, manife- 
Jled in the whole World, in every Church. \\‘ here he faith 
they were able to tell what Bifhops were fettled by the 
Apoftles and their Succeffors, untill his time : who nei¬ 
ther taught nor thought of any thing like to the do¬ 
tages of the Hereticks of thofe days. And becaufe it 
would have been too long to reckon up all the Churches, 
he inftances in the Church of Rome , (to which all had 
occafion to go, upon fome bufinefs or other, becaufe it 
was the Imperial City) by whole Bifhop he faith, that 
Tradition, and that Preaching , or Dodtrine of Truth, which 
was from the Apoftles in the Church, is come to us ; and is 
a moft full proof, that one and the fame life giving faith, 
which was from the Apoftles in the Church, is conferred to 
t his time, and delivered in Truth. The very fame, which 
Polycarp wrote to the Philippians (mark thefe words, 
which they of the prefent Roman Church are wont to 
conceal, that they may make the W orld believe Irenam 
thought the Tradition of the Apoftles, that is theChri- 
ftian Faith, was to be fought only in their Church ) and 
which was in the Church of Ephefus, founded by Paul, and 
having John continuing in it, till the time of Trajan: 
which Church is a true witnefs of the Tradition of the 
Apoftles. 

And 
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And that there may be no mi.(lake about this Tradi- 
l in. Cap ^. t i on ^ j Te repeats it again in the next Chapter, and in¬ 
forms us (in very remarkable words) it was nothingelfe 
but the Dodtrine contained in the Creed. 

Since thefe things are fo plain, we ought not to Jeek fur¬ 
ther., among others, for truth ; which we may eafily find in the 
Church : For the Apofles left mojl fully in it, as in a rich 
Repofitory, all things that belong to truth : So that every 
one, who will, may take from thence the Water of Life, 8tc. 
(out of the Holy Scriptures, he means, as appears by 
what follows); And fuppofe the Apojlles had not left us 
the Scriptures , jhall we not follow the Order of the Tradi¬ 
tion, (or Rule of Faith) which they delivered to thofe, 
ttnto whom they committed the Churches ? To which Ordi¬ 
nation many barbarous Nations , who believe on Chrif, af- 
fent , having the Dottrine of Salvation , without Paper 
and Ink , written by the Spirit in their Heart , and dili¬ 
gently preferving the A NC I FAN T TR AD IT 10 N: 
believing in one God, the maker of Heaven and Earth, 
and of all things which are therein, by Chrifl Jefus the 
Son of God ; Who out of his mojl eminent love to his 
Creature vouchfafed to be born of the Virgin, uniting Man 
to God by himfelf ; and foffering under Pontius Pilate, and 
rifwg again , and being ikuflrioufly received in glory, fhall come 
again, the Saviour ofthofe that are faved , and the Judge 
ofthofe that are judged : Sending into eternal fire, the mif- 
jhapers of Truth, and the contemners of his Father, and of 
bis coming. Thofe that have believed this Faith without Let¬ 
ters, we, in our Language, call barbarous: but as to their 
opinion, and cuflom, and converfation, they pleafe God, 
becaufe of their Faith, by which they are mojl wife : living 
in all Right eoufnefs, C haft ity, and Wifdom. 'Onto whom, 
if any one fhould fpeak in their Language, thofe things 
which Hereticks have invented ; they would prefently fop 
their ears, and run away, not induring to heat the blajphe- 
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my. Thus by that OLD T RAD IT ION of the 
Apoftles ( viz. the Creed ) they do not fo much as admit 
into their thoughts, the portentous talk of thofe Hereticks 
in his days. 

Thefe things I have thought fit to fet down, the 
more largely, becaufe they are an evident demon fixati¬ 
on, what the OLD TRADITION of the Apoftles 
is; which is nothing elfe, but that fummary of Chrifti- 
an Truth contained in the Creed: unto which they 
would buffer no other Tradition to be added ; but con¬ 
tented themfelves with this, as fully fufficient: and by 
this judged of all other things, that pretended to come 
from the Apoftles : and were every where fo well in- 
ftruffed ia this, that in thole Churches which as yet had 
not received the Apoftolical Writings (the Holy Scri¬ 
ptures of the N. T.) they had this Doftrine, as the con¬ 
tents of thofe Scriptures: and were thought mo(l w/<?(be¬ 
ing wife enough to falvation ) in this faith alone, with¬ 
out any other. 

But becaufe this is fuch a very important Truth, I 
fihall take a little more pains, to fet down the fenfe of 
the Church in all Ages, concerning it: that the Reader 
may be fatisfied, there is no other Truth, but this alone, 
which is abfblutely neceffary to his Salvation. Which 
they fometime comprehend in fewer words ; but never 
add any one article, beyond thofe in the Creed. 

If we had the Letters of Ignatius intire and fincere, 
we fhould be able to tell what he took for Truth, im¬ 
mediately after the Apoftles were dead. And thus much 
is evident from them as they now are, that they or he 
who contrived the Epiftle to the Philippians under his 
name (for it is not thought to be his) took this to be the 
Doffrine of that Second Age : when after the mention 
of the Doctrine of the Trinity , and that the Son of God 
was truly made Man, • truly born, and truly crucified, dead , 

D and 
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and rofe again (not leemingly, not in appearance only, 
but in Truth) they make him conclude o-nZ-m *t&«**<, 
Urtyjfi©-. He that believes thefe things , as they are, and 
were really done, is a blejjed Man . W hich is an undoubted 
teftimony they took this Creed to be fufficient to falvati- 
on : which Ignatius in an unqueftioned Epiltle of his 
to the Church of Smyrna , calls the unmoveable Faith, 
wherein he blelfed God, they were perfected, or knit 
together ; mentioning no other Articles, but thofe be¬ 
fore named. 

Polycarp alfo, in the fame Age , wrote an Epiftle 
to the Philippians, wherein they that had a mind and tooit 
l. m. Cap. care of their falvation, might learn, the charabler 
3 . 4 - & Eu F- of his Faith andthe Doblrine of / ruth : which was the 
IV ’ very lame as Irenaus relates in the forenamed Chapter, 
with that fet down by him, which he calls that one 
and only Truth which he received from the' ApoJUes , and 
delivered to the Church ... 

And what they taught in Afia, and Trenails in France, 
that Tertullian,. in the latter end of the lame Age, taught 
in Africk that there is but one only immoveable, irreform * 
L. de Vdtiridis able Rule of Faith (h) (that is, there is no other form of 
Virg.G. 1 . believing but this , as de la Cerda honeftly interpiets the 
word irreformabilis ) in one God, Almighty, the Greater 
of the World, and in his Son fefusChrifl, born of the Fir- 
gin Mary, crucified under Pontius Pilate, raifed the third 
day from the dead, received up into Heaven , and fitting 
now at the right hand of the Father, and J,hall come to 
judge the quick and the dead, by the rejurreclion alfo of 
the Flefh. 

This he calls in that place, the Law of Faith: which 
he lets down, in more words, in another Book; where :.e 
Prefaces to it by this remarkable propofition as he calls it, 
( i)L.depr<e - (/) that there is one, andthe fame certain Doblrine injlitu- 
feriptim. c, 9 . te ^y y Qf jr ;n which all people ought to believe and con- 
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fequently to feek, that, when they have found it, they 
may believe. Now the input fit ion of one certain appoint¬ 
ment cannot be infinite: which is an incouragement to 
feek till one find, and believe when he hath found , be- 
caufe there remains, faith he, * Nothing more but to pre- 
4 ferve and keep, what thou haft believed. For thou 
4 believefl this alfo, that there is nothing elfe to be believed. 

4 And therefore no further inquiry to be made, when 
4 thou haft found and believed, that which was appoin- 
‘ ted by him, who did not command thee to enquire af¬ 
ter any thing, but what he appointed. 

Upon which principle having a little further enlarged, 
he proceeds to lay down the (k) Rule of Faith (that chap 
one certain appointment , which if one believe, there is no- xm> 
thing elfe to be believed ) whereby we believe there is one 
God alone, and no other but the Creator of the World , 
who made all things of nothing, by his Word, emitted be¬ 
fore all things. That Word called his Son, feen varioufly 
in the name of G 0 D by the Patriarchs, heard in the Pro¬ 
phets, and at lafi brought down by the Spirit and power of 
God the Father into the Virgin Mary, made flefh in her 
Womb, and born of her, became Jefus Chrijl : and thereup¬ 
on preachedthe new Law, and the newpromife of the Kjng- 
dom of Heaven ; wrought miracles, was crucified, rofe the 
third day, was taken up into Heaven, fitteth at the right 
hand of the Father, fent the vicarious power of the Holy 
Spirit, who works in believers : ft all come in glory, to take 
holy perfons to the enjoyment of eternal Life, and the ce- 
leftial promifes, and to condemn the prophane to everlafiing 
fire: both parties being raifed up again, with the refioring 
of the fiejh. 

1 his is the Rule, about which, he there faith, there are 
no quefiions: the Rule, in which Faith intirely confifis ; 
that Faith which will lave a Man: unto which curiolity 
ought to. yeild : for to know nothing againfi the Rule is 
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to know nil things. And beyond this Rule, he there expref¬ 
ly argues, (/). there is nothing to be believed : for if we 
ftill be to leek for Faith, where ftiall we reft ? Where fa all we 
make an end of feeking ? Where Jha/l we make a ftand and 
flay our believing ? Or where fhall a fullft p be put t o fnding ? 

And that this was the conftant Dodtrine of thole 
times and places, it appears from hence, that as Irenms 
often repeats this Rule and this alone, lo doth he a third 
time infill upon this, even after he became a Montanift \ 
as the only Rule that had run down to their times from 
the beginning of the Gofpel: which he had always pro- 
felfed, and now much more, being more fully (as he 
fancied ) inftrufted by the Paraclete , the leader into all 
Truth. Who durft not (it leems) though he pretended to 
Revelations, adventure to alter this Rule : which Ter- 
tullian recites again, (m) in the fame terms , without 
any inlargements, as he had done in his former Books. 

And thereby fatisfiesus, that he did not cafually make 
this the Rule of Faith , but that it was his conftant lenfe: 
which though he do not exprels in the very fame words 
and fyllables, it only fhows they had no other fenle, but 
this in their minds- And, as Vigilius in') fpeaks about 
this very matter, nee prajudicant verba, ubi fenfus incolu- 
mis permanet , the words do not make a wrong opinion, 
where the lenfe remains fafe and found. Which may 
be applied to all the forms of belief, which were in the 
Church of Rome, of Acpuileia , and in the Churches of 
the Eaft , before the great Council of Nice : none of 
which differ in fenle (though in lome words they do ) 
nor have one Article of Faith more, than the Creed now 
contains: which Tertullian ( o ) once more calls the Rule 
of Truth, which comes tranfmittedfrom Thrift, by his compa¬ 
nions, or A poftles : and in another place, mo ft fignificant- 
.. ]y, that ONE. EDICT of GOD, which hangs up (as the: 
Ed ids of the Emperor did in a Table) to be read by all (ft).. 
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The Pillar and Ground of Truth. j p 

Nor was there any other Faith in the next Age to 
this (in the third Century ) as we may be latisfied from 
Origen, who in his Preface to his Books J Ap^, think¬ 
ing it neceffary firft to lay down a certain line, and mani- 
fejl rule, by which to inquire concerning other things, 
and having diftinguifhed between things necelfary to 
be believed, and thole which are not necelfary ; he gives 
the fumm of thole things, which were manifestly deli¬ 
vered by the Apofiolical Preaching : and it is nothing elfe, 
but the prelent Creed: about which, he faith, there is 
one fenfe of the whole Church. 

And in his firft Book againft C elf us, who laid the 
Chrifiian Religion was Kfv'viw a clancular Doctrine, 
which they hid and concealed, he avows that the Chri- 
ftian Doctrine was as well known in the World, as the 
Opinions of Philolbphers. For who doth not know that we 
believe Jefus was born of a Virgin, was crucified, rof ? again 
from the Dead, will come to Judgment, andpunifib Sinners 
and reward the Righteous according to their Deeds ? Nay, 
the My fiery of the future Re fur reel ion is divulged, though 
laught at by unbelievers. Thefe were the great things, 
which were commonly taught, and all obliged to be¬ 
lieve ; as for others, which were not common, the Philo¬ 
lbphers, he tells him, had their abftrule Doctrines as well 
as Chriltians. To this purpole we meet with a notable 
paffage in Epiphanius (in the fucceeding Age) which 
Ihows that the lubftance of the Chrifiian Faith concer¬ 
ning our Saviour was commonly known, even by thole 
who did not profels it; and underftood to be this which 
Origen mentions. For a Jew coming to glee an emi¬ 
nent Man of his Nation who was fick, whifpered this, 
in his Ear, when they defpaired of his life, * Relieve in * Hmf. 
Jefus who was crucified under Pontius Pilate the Governor , xxx * n > 9a- 
heing the Son of GO D, and afterward born of Mary, the 
Chrift of GO D, and raifed from the dead, and. that He 
Shall come to judge the quick and the dead,. S. Cyy 
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00 E pi ft. ad Cyprian (o) alio plainly fhows there was no other 

6apf!'Zvlt, Faith in his Church: when he anfwers thole who laid, 
edit. Rig. the Novatians, held the fame Law that the Catholick 
? ' 152 ' Church held, and baptized into the fame Creed j belie¬ 
ving the fame God, the Father, the fame Chrifl the Son, 
the fame Holy Ghofi ; that this would not avail them 
( for Chore and Dathan and Ahiram, believed the lame 
God with Mofes and Aaron),', and befides, they did not 
believe remiffion of fins, and eternal life, by the holy 
Church \ fince they had left the Church. 

Lucianus alio a famous Presbyter of the Church of 
Antioch, and a Martyr for the Faith of Chrift , left a 
* sexpmn. form of believing^ written with his own hand *,if we may 
l. in. c. $. kgijgyg t jj e Bifhops alfembled at Antioch, who lent it 
about in the time of the Arian Controverlie, to prove 
they were none of his followers, but held r mw 
Unbuy, the Faith which had been let forth from the be- 
(<?) l. ir. ginning : and it is this, as Socrates reports it (q ); We 
ffioi have learnt from the beginning to believe in one God of the 
whole World, the maker andpreferver of all things intelli¬ 
gible and fenfible ; and in one Only begotten Son of God, 
fubfifling before all Worlds, and being together with the Fa¬ 
ther who begot him ; by whom all things were made, whether 
vifible or invifible ; who in the lajl days came down, by the 
good pleafure of the Father, and took ftefh of the Holy Vir¬ 
gin, and havingfulflled the whole WHI of his Father, fuf- 
fered and rofe again, and returned to Heaven, and fitteth 
at the right Hand of the Father, and fall come to judge 
the quick and dead, and remaineth KJ n g nnd God for ever. 
And if it be needful to add it, we believe the Refer re It ion 
of the flefh and life everlajling. 

I will not trouble the Reader with a larger Creed 
of theirs whichfthere follows, more fully explaining the 
* Doctrine of the Trinity ; becaule it belongs to the fol¬ 

lowing Age, Cent. IV. 
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In which, it is known the Nicene Fathers me* - to fet¬ 
tle the Controverfie about the Son of God: but did not 
make any new Creed, or add one Article to what had 
been believed before; but only explain’d one Article, 
the fenfe of which the Arians perverted. No, they 
were fo far from inlarging the Chriftian Faith, that 
whe :\ they met together they recited no other Creed, 
but mat of the Apoftles : as Laurent ins Valla affirms he 
had read in fome ancient Books of Ifidore ; who colle&ed 
the Canons of old Councils. And accordingly when 
they had drawn up that Creed, which they publiflied, 
they did not think they had made the lead change in the 
matter of Faith ; but declared that, this (r ) was the (r)Epiphamus 
Creed delivered by the Holy Apoftles. Which S. Ambrofe (i) (sfstmfs 
in that Age calls clavem the key, S. Hierom indicium Hum. spiff, 
the mark or fign of Faith : in which after the confef- ad? 

(ion of the Trinity , and of the Unity of the Churchy 
the whole Myflery of the Chrifian Religion is conclu¬ 
ded , in the Refurreclion of the flejh. And which Greg. 
JSlaAanz.cn , in his fecond Letter to Cledonius , calls, 

^ cuiiToaov o&v Ti V& yj.v'oi’ct -f Ttfw ygfvrifMT©-) a [hort bounda- * Out. L. II. 

ry and rule of our fenfe or judgment: i. e. of the Faith begmning * 
of Chriftians. 

S. Auflin efpecially in a great number of places, de¬ 
clares, that this is the only Faith required to make a 
Man a Chriftian, Particularly in his (t) Book he wrote (t)L.deFm 
on purpofe about this matter; which he begins thus, 

Since the juft live by Fait h, the greater care mu(t be taken 
th'at Faith be not corrupted ; and then adds, Now the Ca- 
thoU/yue Faith is made known to the faithful , in the 
Creed. Which having explained , he concludes his 
Book in thefe words; which few words are known to 
the faithful , that believing they may be fubdued to God ; 
and being brought under his Toke may live aright) and 
living aright , may cleanfe their Heart ; and their 
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Heart being cleanfed, they may underjtand what they be¬ 
lieve. 

In like manner before he begins the Explication of the 
adi^eram^L Genejis (it), he lets down what the Catholique 

imperfettus. ' h'aith is ; becaufe Hereticks were wont to draw the Scri¬ 
ptures to their own fenfe, again ft the Catholique Faith. 
And the Catholique Faith, by which he confiders all 
things, is nothing elfe but that in the Nicene Creed: 
beginning with the belief of God the Father Almighty , 
and concluding with the belief of eternal Life, and the 
promife of the heavenly Kjngdom. 

Which is agreeable to the direction he gives to others, 
(jOi.iii. c.2. in his Book of Chrijlian Doctrine (x ); that in all ambi¬ 
guous things, the rule of Faith be conlulted, left any 
fenfe, that is contrary thereunto, be admitted. Which, 
* Epift. tvn. he ellewhere faith *, is the rule of Faith common to little 
and great in the Church. 

It is needlefs to add any more out of that Father; and 
I fhall but briefly mention the Creed of Pope Damafus 
f Tom.iv. in the fame Age ( among S. Hieroms Works f ) which 
is only a confeflion of the blefled Trinity, with the reft 
of the Articles concerning the Conception, Birth, Death, 
Refurreflrion, Afcenfion, Exaltation, and coming again 
of our blefled Saviour, to raife us from the Dead, and 
to give to every Man according to his works : conclu¬ 
ding with thefe obfervable words; Read thefe things, be¬ 
lieve thefe things , retain thefe things: fubjugate thy Soul 
to this belief, and thou fhalt obtain life and reward from 
Chrift. 

But the words of the great Athanafius alone are fufli- 
cient to this purpofe: in the Letter which he, and the 
(0 Tom. 1. Bifhops with him, lent to the Emperor Jovinian (z), 
Theodora & where they tell him the Faith confefled by the Nicene 
l. iv. Eakf. Fathers, is that which was preached ‘J^ diSvQ-, from the 
jn[t. c. 3. very beginning.: unto which all the Churches every 
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* where content, whether they be in Spain or Britain, or 
t thy, i France,OK all Italy : with thofe in Dalmatia, Dacia, My- 
‘fia, Macedonia, and all Greece, all Jfrick, Sardinia, Cy- 
< p rus , Crete, Pamphylia, Lycia, Ifatma, Egypt, Lybia, Pon- 
( tus, Capadocia, and their next Neighbours, with all the 
•avtlij c Churches of the Eajl ( a few excepted who were Ari- 
( an s ) whofe minds they knew, and whofe Writings 
: 4 they had to produce. And then having tet down the 

Wrt < Nicene Creed, they conclude : In this Faith it is necef- 
®’Aji ‘fary for all to remain, as Divine and Apoftolical: and 
tft,Ml ‘ not to change it. For which he gives this reafon, in 
another account of it,-to Epicletus ( a ) Bifliop of Corinth: 
fttootk hecaufe it is fufficient for the overthrow of all ungod'inefs, 
in alaif and for the eft ablifoment of a pious Faith in Chrift. 
i leSii- Which is a plain declaration, that this Faith is not de- 
fffi festive : and that in the Creed, commonly ateribed to 
ttilitth him, there was no intention to add any new Article of 
Faith, but only to explain the old. For a whole Synod 
&;i ( viz. that at Sardis) forbad, he tells us in another 
petal place 0); any other Faith to be written but this, with 
>t) i which all fhould reft contented , «&<* mSiv ‘ 7 

itkf &c. becaufe there was nothing wanting in it, but it was full 
iitkDa G f godlinefs : and that there ought no new Faith to be 
iff tet forth, left this fhould feem to be imperfect, andoccafi- 
Mi on fhould be given, to them that had a mind, to be often 
5 : coni writing and defining concerning Faith. 

.faj I omit that Confelfion of Faith which S. Bafil makes, 
itU in his Book of the true Faith fc): and two others in (0 tom. 11 . 
mJfii Epiphanius ; of both which he faith, that the Faith of the pas ' 354 ‘ 
Holy Church (d), and that they were delivered by the (d)hAnclm. 
;arcfil Jpoftles. Which is a further confirmation, that though 
! anJI they added many more words to the Apoftles Creed, 
yet they added no new Article of Faith: but only ex- 
ijjh pounded more largely the meaning of fbme part of it, 
upon the occafion of fome Herefies, which troubled the 
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Church in thofe times. When it was fo far from their 
thoughts to add any new thing to the firft Creed, that 
fO Epift.de among the numerous Creeds, we find, in At h ana fins (e), 
s J n °T T im - in Eufebius , and otlftrs, there is not one of them, that 
makes any luch attempt. 

Nor did the Second General Council of Conftantino- 
ple defign any more; but only xpanrcu to ftrengthen and 
* L. v. ap. 8 . confirm the Nicene Faith, as Socrates * fpeaks. Which 
Conflantinopolitan Creed, or one very like, Cyril of Hie- 
rufalem expounded in his Church: and faith it was the 
only Faith delivered by the Church , and fortified by all the 
(z'CatiMs. Scripture (g). 4 For fince all are not able to read the 

P-44* 4 Script!ires, and fome by their want of understanding, 

4 others by their bufinefs are hindred in acquiring that 
4 knowledge, therefore, left Mens Souls Should be loft 
‘ by ignorance, we have comprehended , in a few / ententes , 
4 >ro tmv <? venae, the whole Doctrine of Faith. Which 
‘ he earneftly prefles them to have written not in Paper, 
4 burin their Heart: and to carry it about with them as 
c their Viaticum in the whole courfe of their life: and be- 
x fide s this to receive no other. No, faith he, if I Should 
4 change my mind, and teach the contrary, do not be- 
‘ lieve me; no nor an Angel from Heaven, as the Apc- 
4 file fpeaks, if he Should Preach any other Gofpel, but 
4 that you have received. For thefe Articles of Faith 
4 were not , as it feems , compofed by Men but the principal 
4 things being gathered together out of the SCRIPTURE, 
4 they fill up one Doctrine of Faith. 

But it is more than time to proceed to the Fifth Age, 
in which we find them fb ftedfaft in this perfwafion 
(that the ancient Creed contained all things neceflary to 
be believed) that the Fathers affembled in the Third 
(«0'c<z#.vn. General Council (F) at Ephefus , expreSly decreed, that 
it fhould not be lawful for any Man to produce, or write , or 
compofe iiic9- v dww, any other Faith , be fide s that defined by 
the- Nicene Fathers , And 
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The Tillar and Ground of Truth . 2 j 

And that, if any durjt be fo bold as either to compofe, or 
cffcr any other Faith , ro t /'<?/<? //W would be converted, from 
Heathenifm, or fudaifm, or whatfoever Herefie ; if they 
were Bifhops, or Clergy-men, they fhould be depofed ; /fL^- 
men, they fbould be anathematized. By which we may 
learn wnat would have become of the Pope himlelf, if 
he had attempted then, what his Succeifors in thele lat¬ 
ter times, have done. 

For fo lacredly did they keep to tins, that S. Cyril of 
Alexandria (i) tells Job. Antiochenus , they could not in- Tm. 
dure that the Faith defined at Nice , or the Symbol f ars P- 
of Faith there made, fhould by any means be fhaken: 
nor do we fujfer our felves or others to change one word of 
what is there, or to go befides it, fo much as in one fyliable 
remembring him that laid, remove not the ancient Land¬ 
marks, which thy Fathers have let thee: for it was not 
they that fpake, but the Spirit it felf of God, and the Fa¬ 
ther. Which he confirms by the fore-mentioned Letter 
of Athanafius to Epictetus: which lome, he faith, had let 
forth adulterated and depraved, and therefore he trans¬ 
mits it to him Sincere and uncorrupted, out of ancient 
Copies. And he had the greater realbn to lay, they 
could not alter one word of it; becaule the Council of 
Epbefus it felf, though it decreed againfi Nejlorius , that 
the blelfed Virgin was ©sotOc©-, the Mother of God , yet 
they would not add that word to the ancient Creed: 
but thought it fufficient to determine the point againfi: 
him. Tliis Cyril further declares in an Epiftle to Aca¬ 
cias (k)’, where he confutes thole who acculed him of(Q ib.p 
receiving a new Creed, in thele words: None ever re¬ 
quired of us a new Expofition of Faith, nor do we admit of 
any from others Ismygy $ hyltv » Stomid/s-Q- &c. for the 
divinely-infpired Scripture fufficeth us, and the vigilance of 
the Ancient Fathers, and the Symbol of Faith', which is 
exactly conformed to all right opinions. 
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And it is well known that the next General Council 
at Chalcedon renewed this Canon of the Council of 
Ephefus: Decreeing in the very fame words, with very 
little alteration, that no Man jhou/d produce or write any 
other Faith , nor think or teach otherways: under the pe¬ 
nalties before-mentioned ; only, with this difference, that 
to Lay-men are added Monks, again ft whom the Synod 
decreed an Anathema , if they prefumed to teach any 
other Faith. 

In the Sixth Age, the fame was again repeated in the 
Fifth General Council at Confiantinople , under the Em¬ 
peror JuJtinian : they folemnly profefling, in their Third 
Seffion, that they embraced all the Four foregoing Ge¬ 
neral Councils; which is renewed in their Eighth Seffion, 
and all their Decrees confirm’d, with a particular de¬ 
fence of the laft Council at Chalcedon', concluding with 
the fame fblemn Decree, that none Ihould dare to teach 
or write any thing contrary to thole conftitutions, but if 
he were a Bifhop or Clergy-man he fliould be depofed; 
if a Monitor Laick, anathematized. 

JuJlinian himfelf allo in his Epiftle to the Bifhops at 
(, i)media- Confiantinople (/) takes fpecial notice, how the Fathers 
i. quint* t j ie c ounc ii a t Chalcedon anathematized thole who had 
delivered, or do deliver any other Creed , but that which 
was expounded by the 318 Holy Fathers , and explained by the 
150 Fathers ; that is the Apofiles Creed , expounded by 
the two firft General Councils at Nice and Confiantino- 
* Tm. v. pie. For we* would have you know (faith he) that thofe 
jLabb. Edit, things which were expounded and defined by the four holy 
,£.422. Councils of Nice, Conftantinople, Ephefus thefirfi, and 
Chalcedon, concerning 0 NE AND THE SAME 
FAITH, we keep and defend and follow them,, and all 
that are confonant to them. And whatfoever is not con - 
fon ant to this, or may be found by any perfon written againfi 
thofe things , which were defined concerning ONE AN D 
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THE SAME FAITH in thofe four Councils, or in 
one of them, that we execrate, as altogether abhorrent from 
Chrifiian piety. And this Emperor was no mean Di¬ 
vine (though Baronins is pleafed to Dander him as illf 
terate, and prefumptuous for medling in matters of 
Faith) for Pope Agatho himfelf, and the whole fixth 
General Council, who approved of Agatbo's Letter (m) (mg one. vr. 
put him in the rank of the mod excellent Fathers and M - 4 * 
Ecclefiaftick Writers. For to prove out of the Fathers, 
two Natures in Chrift, he tells Con flan tine Pogonatus, 
that S. Cyril, S. Chryfofiome and a great many other Bi- 
fhops, whom he names, taught this, & praomnihus, Sec. 
and above all thefe, that zealous defender of the true and, 

Apoflolick Faith , J uftinian the Emperor of pious memory, 

ivhofe integrity of Faith did as much exalt the C hr if i an 

Commonwealth, as by the fincerity thereof, it ivas pleafyig 

to God , Sec. which is enough to make the defenders of 

the prelent Roman Church, blufh at the infirtcerity of 

their great Annalif who makes this Emperor to have 

been a"perfe£t block, not paft his A. B. C. (n) whom oneQO A ff n ’ r 

of their own Popes, ( who lived in the next age to T 2. and many- 

him, and is Sainted by them) makes equal (to fay no ocher P laces - 

more) unto S. Chryfofiome, and thegreateftBifhopsthat 

had been in the Church.. 

I might add the praifes which Pope Gregory the great 
gives of him in many places : but I fhall rather oblerve 
how he in the later end of this Age, concurrs with him, 
and with the forenamed Councils, in this opinion ; that 
no other Faith but this was to be admitted. For giving 
an account of his Faith (0) as the manner was, upon ^ L% uE ^ 
his advancement to the Papacy, and fpeaking of the four 24 . 
firft General Councils, in lo high a Style, that he pro- 
feffed to receive and reverence them, as the four Boohs 
of the Holy G of pel ; he gives this realqn for it: ‘ becaufe 
‘“on thefe, as one a fepuare fione, the ftirhire of the Holy 

‘'Faith* 
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1 Faith arifeth , and the rule of every ones life and ablion 
* confifis. So that wholever doth not hold this (olid 
‘'ground, although he appear a Stone , yet he lies out 
• ‘ of the building : After which words, he alio profelfes 

his veneration of the fifth Council, and approves of all 
that they ordained. 

This cuftom (in the Roman Church particularly) 
of giving an account of their Faith, to their Brethren 
when they were newly advanced to the Priefthood, is 

( p) Epift. 2. mentioned by Pope Gelafms if) ; and lee ms to have been 

begun, upon occafion of the great factions which were 
railed againft the Council of Chalcedon. Whereupon 
Childerick King of France , as loon as Pelagius was advan¬ 
ced to the See of Rome , upon the death of Vigilius 
(whole lentence had been condemned as heretical in 
the 5 th Council ) delired to know if he held the defini¬ 
tion of the Council of Cha'cedon ( which contained the 
Niccne, Confantinopolian , and Ephefme Faith : ) unto 
which he anfwered in a Letter, which is in the body 

(q) De:ret. of the Canon Law (qj, that he received the definitions 

xxv. qd:u t! ‘ le 4- General Councils concerning the Catholique 
c.x.' * Faith; and then having rehearled the Creed, I believe 

in one Lord , Father , and Son , and Holy Ghofi y viz. the 
Father Almighty, &c. he thus concludes. This therefore 
is my Faith , and the hope which is in me by the gift of 
the mercy of God : of which S. Peter commands us to be rea¬ 
dy to anfwer to every one who asks a reafon , or an account 
of us. 

From which it appears fufficiently, that they had no 
other account to give of their Faith, in thole days, 
than that which we now give in our Church: who be¬ 
lieve alt that they did then, and believe, as they did, 
that nothing more is neceflary to be believed. 

But it will be ulefull if I give a brief account alio of 
the fence of the following Ages in this matter. And 
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in the VII. Age Pope Agatho , before mentioned, Pent a Sy¬ 
nodical Epiftle (from himlelf and 125 Bilhops aifembled 
at Rome ) to the 6 th General Council, held alio at 
Confiantinople , in which there is a confeflion of their 
Faith ( which they lay they were taught by the Apojlo- 
licaland Evangelical Tradition : ) which confiils of no 
more Articles than are in the foregoing Creeds. It is in¬ 
serted into the Ads of that General Council (r), where- CO sefiv. 
in thole Creeds were again recited and confirmed, in 0txu s -’ t ‘ 
the lame words and under the fame penalties, as in the 
Councils of Ephefus and Chalcedon: with a levere pro¬ 
hibition of lo much as a K*tvoipo/i* a new manner of fpeech, 
or invention of a word , . to the fubverfion of what was then 
determined. 

Which was done more largely, in the Council imme¬ 
diately following, called rie^V.7.1 (being a kind of fup- 
plement to the former fitting in the lame place ) where 
it was decreed, in the very firfl: Canon, that the Faith 
delivered by the Minifiers of the Word , znoKei-my AmtfAuy, 

the divinely chofen Apofiles , who were eye witnejfes to him , 

(hould be preferved dyMv 6 To^]ov without any'innovation, ifn- 
mutably and inviolably. And then they ratify diftindly 
the Decrees of the Nicene Council, and the other five 
following General Councils, which they name in order, 
with the occafion of them : and conclude with thele 
words. We neither intend to add any thing at all to what was 
formerly defined, nor to take away any thing: nor can we, by 
any means do it. 

In thele two Councils Pope Honor ins was condem¬ 
ned as an Heretick : which I mention only for this rea- 
lon ; that the ground of his condemnation was,- becaule 
he had contented to the defiling of the. undefiled Rule 
of Apofiolical Tradition , viz. the Creed. They are 
the words of Pope Leo the fecond ; who receiving the 
AEts of the lixth Synod, which were tranlrnitted to him, 

anathe- 
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anathematized Honor ins , becaufe he had not adorned 
that Apoftolical Church , with the Doctrine of Apoftoli- 
cal Tradition. 

In the next Age (which was the Vlllth after Chrift) 
the lecond Council at Nice, which let up the wor- 
fhip of Images, pad: the lame condemnation upon 
him : and making mention of the fix (/) foregoing 
Councils, they confirm and eflahlifih all that had been deli¬ 
vered from the beginning : only they fraudulently add 
to bring in their Image worfhip, whether written or un¬ 
written. Which made the firft alteration in the Do¬ 
ctrine of the Church : all the foregoing Councils, ha¬ 
ving derived their. Faith, wholly from the Scriptures. 
As the following Council at Frankfort did, where as the 
worfhipping of Images was condemned; 16 the Holy 
Scriptures were highly extolled, in words which fignifi- 
ed they thought them their only lafe Directors. The 
thirtieth Chapter of the lecond Book of the Capitulare of 
Charles the Great, abounds with fuch expreffions as thefe, 
the Scripture is a Treafure that wants no good, but is re¬ 
dundant in all that Good js. And in the beginning of the 
Third Book, he and the Fathers there alfembled, give 
an account of their Faith, in a Creed, which they inti¬ 
tule, A Confeffton of the Catholique Faith, which we have 
received from the Holy Fathers, which we hold and believe 
with a pure heart. It is that in S. Hierom's Works, in- 
Icribed, Symboli explanatio ad D am afurn I. which they 
thus fublcribe, This is the true integrity of the Catholique 
tradition of Faith , which we believe andconfefs with a fin- 
cere heart, Sec. This ts the true Faith, this confefjton we 
preferve and hold: which whofoever keeps whole and unde- 
filed, he fhall have everlafting Salvation . 

Thus far therefore, they were not got beyond the 
firft Creed, of which this is the explanation. Nor was 
John Damafcen himlelf advanced any further ; but con- 
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The. Pillar and Ground of Truth. 3 1 

fined his belief to what is contained in the Law and the 
Prophets, Apoftles and Evaagelifls, Zh- 

(Vrei'Tsf (/), feeking for nothing beyond, thefe. 4 For fince Or* 
4 God is good, and envies no body, he concludes that he 
4 hath revealed there all that is profitable for us, and con- 
4 cealed only thole things we are not able to bear. And 
4 therefore let us love , faith he, thefe things, let us abide 
4 in them : not removing the Eternal Boundaries, nor going 
4 beyond the Divine Tradition. 

Which they leem to have prelerved, without excee¬ 
ding the ancient limits, in the beginning of the Ninth 
Age. For in a Council at Mentz. (0), care is taken for 00 An - 81?. 
teaching the People the Creed , ( which they call fignacu- Cm ‘ XLV ' 
him fidei, the leal of Faith ) and the Lords Prayer ; for 
which end they are required to lend .their Children to 
School, or to the Monalf eries, or their Parilh Priefts, that 
they might rightly learn the Catholique Faith and the 
Lords Prayer. 

Hitherto therefore the Catholique Faith was contain¬ 
ed in the common Creed, which had been from the be¬ 
ginning. But towards the latter end of that Age, the 
Council of (jc) Conflantinovle (which the Roman Church O ') An - 30 - 
calls the the VIII th General Council) began to talk of A ^' 
the ReguU Patrum , the Rules of the Fathers ( in Head 
of the ancient word ReguU fidei , the Rule of Faith, 
which is the Apoftles Creed ) and called them the Se¬ 
condary Oracles. And therefore profeffed not only to 
hold all that the Catholique Church received from the A- 
pojlles , and the General Councils : but from any Father or 
great Dotfor in the Church. Which was the ready way 
to change the Faith of the Church; and to turn par¬ 
ticular Mens Opinions, into matter of common belief: 
though no new Article was as yet put into the ancient 
Creed. 
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The two next Ages are acknowledged to be fb bar¬ 
barous, by the Writers of the Roman Church, that 
they are alhamed of them : and in fome Collections they 
have made of the Councils , there is not fb much as one- 
mentioned in the Tenth Age. 

And in the following, there were fo many frivolous 
things debated, and fuch Corruptions crept into the 
Chriftian DoCtrine, that they run on very tali,, to the 
introducing a new Creed into the Church. 

Yet this is remarkable, that in the time of Thomas Aqui¬ 
nas, who flourifhed in the XIII th Century, the Scripture, 
{fill continued the only Rule of Faith ; and the Apoftles 
Creed, a fufficient fummary of the Faith, therein contain¬ 
ed. For in the refolution of tills doubt, Why fhould 
Articles of Faith be put in the Creed, fince the Scrip¬ 
ture is the Rule of Faith, to which it is not lawfull to- 
Oj fernda AC jJ y or from it to fab (t rati ; his Anwer is(y), that the Truth 
ix'a 'pimm. °f Faith is diffufeiy, and after divers manners, andfome- 
times obfcurely contained in Scripture : fo that long 
fludy and exerciie is required to find out the truth of 
Faith there, i which they that have abundance of bufi- 
nefs, have not leifure to ufe. And therefore it was 
neceffary that out of the fentences of Holy Scripture , 
fomething manifejl and clear floould he fummarily gathe¬ 
red, which fhould he propounded unto all to he believed 
Which truly is not added to the Holy Scripture, hut ra-- 
ther taken out of the Holy Scripture. 

And relblving next, of all, that doubt, There is one : 
Faith ( as the Apoflle faith IV. Ephef ) but many Creeds ,. 
(?) ib. ad Se- his, anfwer is. (-s), that in all the Creeds the fame truth 
rndm. • () y IS taught. "But it was necejj.ary the people fhould 

there he rajlrutfed more diligently in the truth of Faith,, 
where errors fprting up, left the Faith of the fimple fhould, 
he corrupted by Hereticks. And this was the Caffe why, 
U. was needful to fet forth more Creeds : which differ in 

no, 












To the fame purpofe, many other of that fort of 
1 ' fe Writers declare their fenfe, in the following A ges. 

And this alfo is worthy of great remark, that no 
longer ago, than at the Council of Florence begun 1458 
(which the Greeks call the VIII th General Council) 

"5 the Authority of the above-named Epheftne Canoiij about 
T holding to the Nicene Creed , was preffed with great 
t 1 earneftuefs by the Greeks , upon the Latins there af- 
fembled. For they laid it was by no means lawful to 

add m/Js rjtt.xC'jjj, fMUi y.r'ji ('f‘), not fo much OS 

£ -; fy liable, nor a pbrafe , no-r a word : and laid fuch a weight p. 162. 


backt it with a paffage in a Letter of Pope Celejline 
to Neffort m f, where he faith, who is not to be judged 
worthy of an Anathema , that either adds , or takes away ? 


i if d7n/jTH. For that Faith which was delivered by the Apoftles , 

0 f« requires neither addition, nor diminution. 

Unto which the Roman Bifhops had nothing to re- 
iM ply, but that the Canon did not forbid another expo - 

kii fttion n/xipavoi' Tii dhntAet, confonant to the Truth in that 

Creed : but only ^ bnur/onm. any thing that was 

ii t different , or contrary to it. Both thefe they acknowledge 

jd. to be prohibited, in thole words [ No man /ball bring 

■id in another Faith than that at Nice 3 ^kovotj » 

fi « J)a<ptpxezu > 7 » etMoTaaP, n ^yivIuj ojito f 'msius y 

f,4 that is , contrary , or oppoftte , or different, or diverfe, or 

M ftrange from the true Faith. Where it is remarkable, a 

4 different, another Faith , is acknowledged to be forbid-' 

rti den, as well as a contrary. Nay, they acknowledge 

K that none but a General Council could make fo much 
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as ’iv.%inv another explication of the Articles of that 

Creed, though not different from it. 

In the Creed of the Apoftles that is, there are fome 
things contained implicitely (as Thomas Aquinas you 
heard (peaks) and being 'virtually there, either in the 
Letter or the fence, may be drawn from thence by evi¬ 
dent conlequence (fuch as the Deity of Chnfi, his two 
Natures , the Catholique Church, which was included in 
thole words I believe the holy Church , as this Article 
is expreft in the old Roman Creed, and the like) and 
yet fuch an explication, thefe Fathers confelTed, could 
by no Man, no alfembly of Men, lels than an Oecume¬ 
nical Council, be lawfully made and impoled upon the 
■f ib. p. 153. Church. For which they quote Aquinas (whom f they 
call 0 lyt©- oafxai) that there never was irf mp.CoKa 

an explication of the Creed, but in an Oecumenical Council, 
and he fpeaks of any Creed whatfoever, which was common 
in the Church. 

And therefore in conclufion they ablolutely deny that 
the Latine Church had added any thing to the Creed. 

* For the Nicene , and the Conjlantinopolitan Creed are 
4 both one : So that the one being read, the other is un* 

N * derftood : For though they differ in words, they agree 

4 in lenfe and in truth. And the like they affirm of all 
4 other Creeds : and thereby anfwer the obje&ion that 
4 they had added a word to the Creed, about the pro- 
4 ceffion of the Holy Ghoft, from the Father, and the 
4 Son : which is true, they confelfed, with refped to 
4 the words, but not with refpeft to the lenle. For ftill 
* it. p. 170. 4 the Creed remains tv ^ tWf, « >y <0*9^ pm/a* 03 * one 

4 and the fame ; though it differ in the words. And there- 
4 fore it follows it was not properly an addition , but one and 

* the fame thing , « $ WjoTj/lof m , or the expofition of 
4 the very fe If fame thing. 

. ' All’ 
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All which I have letdown thus largely, to Ihow that 
. thus far therefore, all things continued as they had done 
^ from the beginning: that is, notwithftanding the new 
Opinions there were in the Church ; there was no new 
' J Creed made, no new Article added to the Creed ; no- 
1 ?; 1 thing, but what had been lo at the firft, made neceffary 
ft to Salvation. 

Which is the laft thing I oblerve, that till the con- 
t ; clufionof the Council of Trent, that is, till a little more 
5 than an hundred years ago; there were no other Creeds,. 
®U but thole which we confels and believe in this Church t 
Jiisi which are the Apoftles Creed expounded, not inlarged by 
% any new Articles. But then indeed, Pope Pius IV. in 
“• purfuance of the Councils Order, framed another Con- 
felfionof Faith, confuting of nolefs than XII. new Ar- 
wfc, tides, added to the old : never heard of in any Creed, 
tm throughout the whole Church, till this time. And it 
muft be called and efteemed a New Faith : and it makes 
'k that to be a New Church ; which fallly calls it lelf the 
W Ancient Cathohque Apoftolique Church of Chrift. For 
feJ: it is none of thefe, neither Ancient , nor Catholique , nor 
kid Apoftolique : but New, Roman , Tridentine Churchderi- 
itff ved I mean from the Roman Bifhops at Trent. 

'll of: It will be fit I think to let down this New Creed ; 
ill that the Reader may compare it, with thole I have 
jiefi! fhown were hitherto the intire Faith of the Catholique 
d Church. It may be found in feveral of our Writers; 
&1; but I wilh it were in every bodies hand, and therefore 
fori take the pains to tranlcribe it, for the benefit of thole 
** into whole hands this Book lhall come. 
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Pope PIV S his Creed. 

I N. Believe and profefs with a firm Faith, all and every 
thing, contained m the Symbol of Faith , which the holy 
Roman Church ufes, viz. I believe in one God the Father 
Almighty , maker of Heaven and Earthy &C. to the end of 
that we call the Nicene Creed. After which immediate¬ 
ly follow the New Articles, in thefe words : 

The Apofiolical and Ecclefiajlical Traditions, andtherefi 
of the Olfervations and Conjlitutions of the fame Churchy 
I mojl firmly admit and embrace. 

1 alfo admit ( or receive ) the Holy Scripture according 
to that fenfey which the holy Mother Church ( to whom it 
belongs to judge of the true fenfe ) hath held and doth 
hold: nor will I ever underfiand and interpret it , other- 
wife than according to the unanimous confent of the Fa¬ 
thers. 

I profefs alfo that there are truly and property Seven 
Sacraments of the New Law , inftitutedby Jefus Chrift, our 
Lord. \ and necejfary to the Salvation of mankindy though 
not all of them necejfary to every Man, viz. Baptifm, Con¬ 
firmation, the Eucharifi, Pennance , Extreme Vnttiony Or¬ 
dersy and Matrimony : and that they confer grace; and that, 
of thefe, B apt ifm, Confirmation, and Orders cannot be re¬ 
peated without SacrHedge. 

1 likewife receive and admit , all the received and appro¬ 
ved Kites of the Catholique Churchy in the folemn Admini- 
fir at ion of all the above-faid Sacraments. 

All and every thing, which was defined and declared about 
Original (in, and Jufiification, by the mofi holy Council of 
Trent, I embrace and receive. 

I profefs likewife , that in the Mafs is offered to God a 
true, proper , and propitiatory Sacrifice for the quick and 
dead: and that in the mofi Holy Sacrament of the Eucha- 

rijl 
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rift there is truly , really, and fuhftanti ally the Body and- 
Blood, together with the Soul, and Divinity of our Lord 
fefus Chrift: and that there is a conversion made of the 
whole fubftance of Bread into his Body, and of the whole- 
fubftance of Wine, into his Blood ; which eonverfion the Ca¬ 
tholique Church calls TR ANSUBS TANTIATION. 

' I confefs alfo, that under either kind ( or fpecies ) only, 
^ whole and intire Chrift, and the true Sacrament is received. 

I conftanly hold there is a Purgatory ; and that the Souls 
i ( there detained, are helgt by the fujfrages of the faithful. 

- ! As alfo that the Saints who Reign together with Chrift,are 
” to be w or (hipped and invocated ; and that they offer Prayers 
to God for m: and that their Reliques are to be venerated. 

I moft firmly affert, that the Images of Chrift, and the 
,Mother of God, the always-Virgin, as alfo of other Saints 
’are to be had and retained: and due honour and veneration 
[t *!' to be be (lowed on them. 

"v I affirm alfo, that the power of Indulgences was left by 

Chrift in his Church, and that their ufe is moft wholefom to 
pi Chnftian People. 

1 acknowledge the holy Catholique, and Apoftolique Ro* 

• • man Church to be the Mother and Miftrefs of all Churches : 
fk and 1 promife and fwear true Obedience, to the Bi(hop of 
‘llik Rome, Succeffor of S. Peter the Prince of Apoftles, and 
tft Virar of Jefus Chrift. . 

■ltd All the reft alfo, delivered, defned and declared by the 
facred Canons, and Oecumenical Councils, efpecially by the 
id\moft holy Synod of Trent, I receive and profefs without- 
ink doubt : and likewife all things contrary, and whatfoever.He¬ 
re files condemned, rejected and anathematized by the Chur chi 
hub 1 in like manner condemn, reject and Anathematize. 

C0 This true Catholique Faith, without which no Man can 
be faved, which at prefent I freely profefs, and truly hold, I 
y W will moft conftantly retain and confefs intire and inviolable 
fid 1 ( by God’s help ) to. my loft breath: and take care , as much 
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as lies in me, that it he held, taught, and preached by my 
Subjects, or thofe, rvhcfecare belongs tome in my.Office. 

I the afore find N. Promife, Vow and Swear : So helpme 
God, and thefe holy Gofpels. 

This Bull ( as they call it) bears date on the Ides of 
November, 1564. and concludes in the ufual manner, 
with threats of the indignation of God, and of his bleffed 
Jpojlles S. Peter and Paul, againft all that ihall infringe 
or oppofe it. 

And every Reader, I fuppofe, difcerns that this is not 
meerly a confeflion of Faith, but likewife a fblemn Oath. 
And fb the Title of it bears, A Bull concerning a form of 
an Oath of profeffion of Faith. Which Oath all Ecclefi- 
aftical Perfons, whether Secular , or Regular, as they di- 
ftinguifli them, and all Military Orders are bound to 
take. '' . * 

And it is aseafie toobferve, that this is perfectly New , 
both as an Oath , and as a profeffion of Faith. Never was 
there any fuch Creed impofed before, or fb much as fra¬ 
med : much lefs tyed upon Men by an Oath. For when 
thefe Fathers met at Trent, and were to make a profef¬ 
fion of Faith, by rehearfing the Creed which the Roman 
CO s €- ni. Church ufes ( aj , (fb the words are ) they could find none 
to profels, but the Nicene Creed ; no larger Creed was 
in ufe; no not there, in the Roman Church : but thefe 
very Men who afterward turned New Creed-makers, were 
forced to be content with that. 

And therefore this new Profeffion, is mod impudently 
pretended to be the true Catholique Faith : being in no 
fenfe Catholique, neither as to place, nor time. For it 
was no where ufed, till they made it, no not there ; nor 
is now every where believed; and was not at all be¬ 
lieved, in any Church, for above 1500 Years ; nor now 
ufed in that Church it felf, when they admit Members 
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into die Catholique Church, by Baptifm : but they are 
put into a ftate of Salvation, by believing, as before, the 
old' Nicene Creed alone. 

Which is a dired contradiction to their new Creed, 
which they make neceffary to Salvation : but can never 
Show to be contained implicitely in the old. For it is 
as impoflible to draw Water out of a Pumice, as to ex- 
trad out of the Apoftles Creed, the Dodrine of Tran- 
fuhjlantiation , Worshipping of Images , Seven Sacraments , 
the Traditions and other Conjlitutions uled in the Roman 
Church. Which was never fo much as thought to be 
the Mother and Mijlrefs of all Churches ; or to have power 
to impofe new Articles upon the whole Church: efpe- 
cially fuch large ones, as take in all the definitions of that 
Council of Trent ; which they themfelves are not agreed 
to this day, how to expound. 

Nor had that Synod, if thele Articles could have been 
fhown to be contained in the old Creed, any power to 
explain it, and declare them (according to what they 
confeifed at the Florentine Council) being far from a Gene¬ 
ral Council; no, not of thele Wejlern parts of the World. 

And clearly fhowed it felf to be but a fadious Party 
in the Church, by that very Explication which they 
made of this Article, the holy Catholique Church : which 
they thus expound, the holy Catholique , Apojlolique Roman 
Church , the Mother and Mijlrefs of all Churches. For it 
is certain the Apoftles could not intend the Roman Church 
fhould be comprehended under the Catholique Church, 
any more than every other Church, which was then, or 
fhould be hereafter ; becaule it was not in being: there 
was no Roman Church at all, when notwithstanding, 
the Church was Catholique. 

And hereby Salvation is impioufly confined to the Ro¬ 
man Church alone, by making the Catholique Church 
oLno larger extent than that. 
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And this againft the refblution of their greateft Do¬ 
ctors, who think it no matter of Faith, to be perfwaded 
that the Apoftolique See is fixed to Rome. Which Bellar- 
mine (b) proves from hence, becaufe neither Scripture nor 
Tradition affirm it. Nay, if Chrift had bidden Peter 
to place his See at Rome, he doth not think it would fol¬ 
low, that he placed it there immoveably. And there¬ 
fore no Man, according to their own fenfc, is bound to 
believe the Apofiolical Church cannot be feparated from 
the Roman ; which if it fhould happen, and the Apofto- 
lick See be removed, fuppole to Paris', the Creed mull: 
be altered again, and it mull: run thus: / believe the holy 
Catholique and Apoftolique Parifian Church, the Mother 
and Mifirefs of all Churches. 

In which latter part of the Expofition to this Article, 
they force Men to fwear to a downright falfhood. For 
if the Roman Church be the Mother of all Churches, 
fhemuft be the Mother of her Grand-mother,the Church 
of ferufalem. And it is no truer that file is the Mifirefs 
of all Churches: For all Churches were not taught 
the Faith by her; nor do they own her Authority over 
them. 

But it is time to draw to an end of this matter. 

We in this Church of England , have always profeffed 
and preferved a true reverence to the IV. firft General 
Councils. One, or rather two, of which hath forbidden 
under the greateft penalties, any Man to produce, or 
compole, or offer, any other Faith, befidesthat eftablifhed 
.by the Fathers at Nice: which Theodoret (c) in innu¬ 
merable places calls ’'e the Expofition of Faith, and 
CTjTs- u-nSum, the Faith expounded , the Apoftolical Faith 
explained. 

And therefore, even for this reafbn alone, we cannot 
receive the Creed of this Council at Trent, which is 
.manifeftly another Faith ; added to the Confeflion of the 

Nicene 
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Nicene Creed: which old Creed, it is madnels (as the 
Greeks at Florence faid ) to think infufficient. For it is 
to think they were all damned for 1500 Years and more, 
who knew nothing beyond this, neceifary to be believed: 
which no Man in his wits can believe. 

For it is contrary to the very Faith it felf; which 
teaches us, as Tertullian fpeaks, to believe this in thefir ft 
place, that there is nothing to be believed beyond this. And 
we believe fo, with the greatelf reafbn, becaule to ad¬ 
mit any other Articles of Faith,is to make endlefs Schifms 
in the Church; as to believe contrary Articles, is to fall 
into dangerous Herefies. We know not where to If ay, 
if we relf not here: for by the lame Authority, that 
made thefe, more additions may be made continually, 
without end. 

There is therefore no fuch Authority in the Church, 
that can do this: but that Church which pretends to 
it, hath thereby forfeited the Authority, which other- 
wile it might have had. As the Church of Rome hath 
done: which in the conclufion of that Council, con¬ 
tradicted what it atTerted in the beginning. For there, 
in its entrance, as I obferved (/), they thinking it ne- (d) Seff. nr. 
ceffary , according to the example of the Fathers, tog”"* 
make, in the very hr it place, a confellion of their Faith; 
and pretending to arm themlelves thereby, as with a 
Shield, againlt all Herefies, they repeat the Creed, quo 
Sand a Rom an a Ecclefia utitur ; which the holy Roman 
Church ufeth , as that Principle in which all that pro - 
fefs the Faith of Chrijl , neceffarily agree; and the frm 
and 0 NE LT Foundation , againft which the Gates of Hell 
[hall not prevail. And they think fit to exprels it tot-i¬ 

dem verbis , in lb many words, as it is read in all Churches : 

And then they fay , the Nicene Creed , and not one 
word more* 
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Which is a plain Confeflion, that this was the Faith 
of allChrijliansj and no more, till that time; that it was 
the Only firm Foundation ; that which was read in all 
Churches ; in which all agree ; the Shield againft all He- 
refies; the whole Faith then ufed in the Roman Church* 
And therefore with what Confidence could they make 
fiich a divifion, and miferable deftruftion, in the Chri- 
ftian World, as they have done';, by a vaft number of 
new Articles, in which all Chriftians neither do, nor 
can agree; and which were not to be. found in their 
own Creed before ? 

No reafon can be given of this, but the immenfe am¬ 
bition of that Church, to give Law to all others. Un¬ 
to which we cannot with a good Confidence fubmit: 
efpecially when they impofe fuch a heavy Yoke, as this 
belief.. Which is the true Makebate between them and 
us; the manifeft caufe of that fearful Schifm, which 
they, not we, have made, by altering the true Catho- 
lique Faith, and Church, and Communion into a Ro- 
man* 

This is the true diftinftion between them and us. 
We are Catholiques ; they are Romans. We believe the 
Gatholiqne Faith of all Chriftians ; they ( as diftinguifht 
from us ) believe the Roman Faith , which none believe 
but themfelves. We believe that which hatli been ever 
believed ; they believe that which was never believed , 
till yefterday, in comparifon with the Ancient Faith. 
Gurs is the belief of the whole Body of Chriftian Peo¬ 
ple ; theirs the belief of a Se&. 

For the Truth I have fhown, which ought to be fup- 
ported in the Church, in nothing elfe but thofe uncon¬ 
troverted my fieries of godline />, contained in the Apoftles 
Creed: which I have proved to be the only Cat holt me 
Doctrines , embraced by all Churches whatfoever. They 
being not the Dodrines of a Se& meerly, but in which 
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^ we, the Roman , the Greek, the Ethiopian, the Syrian, 

^ and all other Chriftians are perfectly agreed. 

I ‘ There are particular Men, and fbme frnall companies 
; of them, here and there, who underftand fome few of 
' ,!I J theie Do&xines otherwife than they ought *, but there 
^ is no national Church, of any Country, but entertains 
r all thefe intirely andfincerly, as they have been expound- 
* 1 ed from the beginning, according to the Nicene Creed 
1* ( which by the way, is the Only Creed the Ah affine s 
lt!; have, that Creed called the Apojlles, being not found 

among them (V)) and thereby are members of Chrift s (Cfudoiph. 
® B Body, though they do not believe other Do&rines 
^ which are only boldly called ‘Catholique , by the Roman »#»• 20. 
ii!: Church, but are not truly lo : but only particular Do- 
ftrines of their own Church in which the Catholique 
^ Faith and Church is not concerned. As they themfelves 
^ confefs, ’by admitting perfons into the Catholique Church 
iCil ( which I noted before ) unto remiflion of fins, and eter- 
M nal life, without any other belief, but that which we 
profefs. 

mJi Which makes us think that we might more fafely fwear, 

W they themfelves believe this to be fufficient; than they 
fi fwear,. as they do, that none can be laved without 
:ft the new Faith, which they have added to the ancient 
os; Creed. 

fa, I have been the larger in this fecond obfervation, be- 
: fit eaufe it is of great moment for the fetling of our minds 
nil in peace, about right belief: and this being fetled, I 
may fooner dilpatch thole that follow. 

beff . • : 

110 III. 

xii 

flipi And the next is, that theie therefore, and thefe alone 
fltj are the fundamental Truths, upon which our Religion, 
hid and the very Church it felf is. built. 

By 


1 
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By fundamental Truths or Doctrines, we mean fuch 
Catholique principles, as are necedarily to be diftin&ly 
believed by every Chriftian : whereby they being built 
as it were, upon them, become a Church. 

Such truths no doubt there are ; for the Church be¬ 
ing called here- the Houfe of God , mull have a Founda¬ 
tion. Which Foundation is either Per fond or Doffri- 
nd. The per fond foundation is Chrift , the chief Cor¬ 
ner-done, and the Apoftles and Prophets, as Minifters 
of his, who laid this foundation. Ephef. 11. 20. The 
Doblrinal are thole grand Truths, taught by them; 
which make up our Faith in Chrift. That Common 
Faith, as it is called Titus I. 4. that Faith, which is alike 
precious, in dl 2 Pet. 1. 1. the ftrft principles of the Oracles 
of God , Heb. V. 12. (or as it is literally in the Greek, 
the Elements of the beginning of the Oracles of God) the 
principles of the Doth we of Chrift , or the word of the 
beginning of Chrift, Hebr. VI. 1. the form, or draught , 
the breviate or fummary ( as it may be tranllated ) of 
found words or doclrmes , 2 Tim. I. 1 3. the Faith 
once , or at once delivered to the Saints , Jude 3. and 
particularly committed to the truft ( 1 Tim. VI. 20.) 
of thole who were to inftrud others, in the common Sal¬ 
vation. 

And what can thole truths be, but thole great Do 
ftrines contained in the Creed ; which, it appears from 
what I have faid, .the Apoftles left in all the Churches 
which they planted ? For we find thele were in every 
Church, as Ireme&s allures us ; and thele altogether one, 
as Tertullian fpeaks , and the immovable, unreformahle 
Rule of Faith : and therefore may thence conclude, 
they were that which S. Paul depofited with 

Timothy 1. VI. 20. that good, or that fair, moft ex¬ 
cellent thing depofited with him, or commended ( as an 
ancient Writer tranllates it) to his truft, to be prefer- 
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sail vedbyhim: the Creed, as Cyril* of Hierufalem pithily * Catech iv. 

W, , , , n ^ . f P- 2 4 ‘«>t- 

ioilllj lpeaks, being cwciM<t> 4 .r*ioBif wflon& r «myKeu»v Ay/tamr , Pari y l& 

Wl|| a brief fumm of necejfary Dotfrines. 

In fome fenle, it is true, there is nothing revealed in 
CM Holy Scripture, but it may be called fundamental; if we 
icafi refpefl: only the divine Authority, by which it comes 
ilotj unto us : upon which- account nothing there delivered 
it dial may be deny ed, but ought to be believed, with all humi- 
asltj lity, when the knowledge of it is offered to us. But if 
Us; we refpeft the matter and moment of all things con- 
)t tfi; tained therein, we cannot but fee there is a great diffe- 
Ik;- rence ; and that the knowledge of every thing there is 
ii not equally neceffary, but we may be truly pious though 
nfi we fhould be ignorant of fome of them. For who can 
inti; think, for inftance, that it is of the fame neceffity, to 
mjlj he able to give an account of the Genealogy or ourSa- 
| (f ; viour (mentioned I . Mattb. III. Luke') and to be- 
, «. lieve that he is the Son of God, made flefh for our Sal¬ 
ivation? 

, ( | That foundation therefore which was laid in every 
: Church (as it was-at Corinth i III. ii.) were fuch 
Doftrines concerning Jefus Chrift, as every Chriftian < 

was bound to learn, and actually believe: mother points 
IIJ " it fufficed, if they had a pious preparation of mind to 
learn and believe’ any thing revealed in the Scriptures*. 

' e ®' when it was fufficiently cleared to them. 

Nowthefe two things, that there are fuch fundamen- 
1 t.al truths, or firf principles , and that they are no other 
f than thole contained in the Creed ; ought to beafferted 
f and maintained for the honour and glory of God our 
f Saviour : which is much concerned herein. For it tends 
f much to the glory of the Almighty lover of Souls, that 
* it fhould be believed he doth not lay equall weight up- 
/ on all truths, nor made them alike neceffary to be recei- 
*ved, for the obtaining his favour and grace: and that it • 

V ’• - Ihould, 
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fhould be certainly known, and be without Controver- 
fie and queftion, what thole truths are, which die ex¬ 
pects fhould be received and heartily embraced, in or- 
cler to our Salvation. For otherwise, the molt of Chri- 
ftian people mull neceflarily perilh : who either are 
not capable of knowing more than thele great things, 
or have not the means of knowing more, or not 
with any certainty: but mult be content to reft here. 
As well they may ; for why was. the Creed called by 
the name of the Symbol of Faith, but becaule it was the 
mark, or fign, which might lerve to diftinguifh true 
Chrifiians, who embraced it, from Infidels, or misbe¬ 
lievers, who did not receive it, or were defective in it ? 

This is the truerealbnof the name of Symbol which 
is fis much as teffera & fignaculum, cyuo inter fideles & 
(f) Miximnsptrfd's fecernitur (/) , the token, mark, or badge, 
'smbf 1 T>jd ‘ hereby the faithful were known and difiinguifbt from the 

perfidious. And therefore it comprehends briefly all the 

fundamental points of Faith : elfe it could not be a di¬ 
stinctive note or char after , fufficient to lever right Be¬ 
lievers from Infidels, Hereticks, and Apoftatesf 
But fo it was, that they who owned this Creed, were 
owned for Chriftians ; they who did not confefs it, were 
rejected for by a Man’s anlwer to this, who was exa¬ 
mined, lie was dilcovered (juft as a Soldier is by the 
Word) fihofiis fit, an foe ins (as both Ifidore, and Ruffimu 
before him fpeaks ) whether he tvere an Enemy, or a felloe 
So u Idler of Jef US Chnft. To this Teft alone every one 
was brought, by this touch-flcne he was tried, whether 
he were a Chriftian of the right Stamp, or a falle adul¬ 
terate coyn ( as the Ancients Ipeak ) which is a demoo- 
ftration that they lookt upon this as a perfeft fummary of 
the Catholique Faith : fufficient of it fdf (as you heard 

fe alts) f"L the overthrow all iMety, 
and for the efiabhfoment of piety in Chrijl. Nay, this 

lenle 
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feafc of the word Symbol, is owned by the Romm Ca- 
techiftn it lelf. Cap. 1. Quaft. 3. 

I V. 

From whence it neceiTarily follows, that no man can 
juftly be called an Hire tick , who heartily embraces, 
and ftedfaftly holds to this Faith. How fliould he, 
when there is no Catholique, no Fundamental Article of 
Chriftian Truth ; but he is perfwaded of it, and profelTes 
it ? No part of that Creed, which is the Sign, the Mark, 
and Note, as you have heard, whereby Chriftians are 
approved, and dilcerned from misbelievers, as well as 
unbelievers, which he doubts of, and doth not ac¬ 
knowledge. 

It is a very lamentable thing, that the imputation of 
Herefie fliould be fo frequent and familiar among Chri¬ 
ftians ; upon the account of different Opinions only, 
which they are paffionately in love withal, though no 
parts of the Catholique Faith. They of the Church of 
Rome elpecially are lb foully guilty of this, and fo ftrange- 
ly fiery, that they not only account us Hereticks; but 
look upon us as little better than Infidels , nay leem to 
have more kindnels for Jews, which they tolerate among 
them, when they will not fuffer us : who believe all the 
Creeds that were known in the Church, for above 1500 
years. For they call thernlelves Catholiques, in diftin- 
&ion from us: whom they will not allow to be mem¬ 
bers of the Catholique Church ; though we have a clear¬ 
er title to it than thernlelves. For I have fhownthat 
we unfeignedly believe whatlbever is truly Catholique , 
and reject nothing but what is merely Roman. 

We embrace that form of Faith, which they thernlelves 
lay ( h') was compoled by the Apoftles for this very end, 00 Catech. 
that all might think andfpeak the very fame thing ; and that 2 ’ 

H there 
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there might he nofchifms among them f whom they had called 
to the unity oj Faith : but they might he perfectly joyned to¬ 
gether in the Jame mind and in the fame judgment. 

It L not our faiilt, then, that there is not this unity and 
perfect agreement; for we ftedfaftly hold that which 
ihould thus Jink us all together : but it is their fault; 
who haveforfaken this Apoftolical method, by making 
another form of Faith , which inftead of uniting hath 
broken Chriftians all in pieces. For we cannot agree 
to that, becaule it doth not contain Catholique truths, 
which according to Vincentim his rule, have been held 
every where , always and by all : but are the Tenents only 
of a particular Church ; which hath no power to lay 
any other Foundation than that which was long ago laid, 
in the truly Catholique Church. 

Which Catholique Church we believe better than them- 
feives, who appropriate the name of C atholiques to their 
own party : and thereby reftrain the Catholique Church, 
to tiiofe of their opinion. This certainly was the He- 
refie ol the Donatijls : who efteemed all other Chriftians 
C<0 opam to be no better than Pagans (f) * and were reproved , 
by the true Catholiques, juft as we now anfwerforour 
Felves, in fuch words as thefe, Do you call one a Pagan,of ter 
the profeffton of the Faith ? Can he he a Pagan who hath 
believed in the name of the Father, Son , and Holy Ghojl ? 
For that is a fhort Creed , which comprehends all the 
(Jf) l. 2. A: Articles of the Chriftian Faith, as S. Hilary (k) dil* 
Tmitate. courfes; who not only calls this forma fdei cert a, the 
certain form of Faith: but ( having mentioned thole 
words. Go baptize them in the Name of the Father , and 
of the Son , and of the Holy Ghojl ) asks this queftion, 
what is there , that is not contained in that fame Sa¬ 
crament , of humane Salvation ? or what is there , that 
remains or is ohfcure ? All things are full and perfect , as 
coming from him that is full and perfect. And thus he con¬ 
cludes 
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eludes all his Books on that Subject, with this Prayer (/). Off 
list I befeechthee, preferve this undeftled Religion of my Fati h, 

life- and grant me this voyce of my Confcienceto the laft breath : 

Stfe; that what 1 profejfed in the Symbol of my Regeneration , 

(III being baptized in the name of the Father , and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Ghoft, I may always obtain, viz. I may 
Oil; adore thee our Father, and thy Son , together with thee ; 

o||[; and do honour to thy Holy Spirit, who is of thee by tluxe 

U’tlu only begotten. For he is a f ifficient ivitnef ; to Faith , who/aid , 

J a Father, all mine are thine, and thine are mine,my Lord Jefm 
Chrift , who remains in thee, and from thee, and with thee al¬ 
ways God\ who is blejfed for ever and ever. 

Which I the rather mention becaule it ferves to illu- 


ftrate the prudence and charity of S. Auftin and the reft 
of the Chriftian Bifliops of thofe days, who though 
they looked upon the Donatifts as Hereticks (in deny¬ 
ing the Church to be Catholique by confining it to thern- 
felves) yet diftinguilhed them from fuch Hereticks, as 
erred in the prime, and moft Fundamental truths of our 
S Religion; about the Divinity, and- the Incarnation of 
our Chrift and fuch like. That is, they made a diffe- 
rence even in the Articles of Faith, and lookt upon 
f fome as more Fundamental than others: being of more 
importance, and of greater weight and moment: and 
, therefore judged more mildly of them, than they did 
of fuch, as denyedthe Holy Trinity •, or held any Do- 
Qrrines which impeached the glory of the Father, or 
f of the Son, or of the Holy Ghoft. And therefore they 
■; ftill called thefe Donatifts , Brethren ; they pitied them as 
P Men {educed by their Guides, andprofeifed fi nee re love 

# and affe&ion to them, whether they accepted it or no. 

f! Though fuch was the peevifhnefs of that Se£f, that they 
abufed this charity of good Catholique Chriftians to- 
wards them ; juft as they of the Church of Rome do our 
Ci! charity now. For from thence they took occafion to 

H 2 argue 
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argue that they were in the right, even by the Concefc 
(m) An u t bons ob tbe * r Adverfaries; which jufiified both them 
l. i.. contra, and their heretical Schifm. For you, laid they, (m) can 

cf* no f atl ‘ ts * n otir baptifm, nor confeqaently in our Faith, 

C ~ : ‘ t ‘ int o which we baptize ; for if you could, you would baptize thofe 

over again who come from m to you, as we baptize thofe again 
who come from you to us. Which is as much as to fay, you 
allow there is a Church and Salvation among us, but we 
allow no Church, no Salvation among you; therefore it 
is fafeft for all to joyn with us, not with you. 

__ Which is the very Charm whereby they of the Church 
of Rome endeavour now to work upon the fpirits of fimple 
people among us : though no wifer, than this argument of 
a company of mad men would be if they had fo much 
cunningremaining as to fay to us,we deny you to be Men, 
but you allow us to be Men, therefore we are fit for all 
Mens fociety, not you, who are but a herd of Beafts. And 
what S. JuJHn anfwers to the Donat if s, is a full anfwer 
0 ) L.i.de to the prefent Romanics ; which is this in fhort (n) (for 

co 7 £Tdo- 11 . is befldes m y bufincg » t0 do more than mention thefe 
natiftas. C. x. things ) when we fpeak favourably of you, it is for the fake 
of What you have of ours, not for what you have of your 
own : let that which you have of ours be fet afide, and we 
approve of nothing at all among you. 

But I will not further enlarge upon this, nor fay much 
of the nextwhich is very plain. 

V. 

They therefore, who condemn thofe as Hereticfe, 
who Excommunicate them and pronounce Anathema’s 
againft them, that believe the whole Catholique Faith ; 
are the great difturbers of the Chriftian World, and 
the true caufe of the Divifions and breaches that are in 
the Body of Chrift. And who they are that do thus* 

is. 
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/; is vifible to every eye: the Church of Rome having 
f thought fit not to reft iatisfied, with the fimplicity of 
l c thole often mentioned Catholique fundamental Truths, 
® which are without Controverfie and unqueftionable; 
* but, as if that Faith which the old Chriftians thought 
compleat, they take to be defective, have adjoyned as 
"'l 8 many more n r rv Articles , to the old body: and that 


ISjilt 

fell 


the pain of damnation, if we do not believe 



ip, I have told you what they are, andif you look them 
' j 1 over again, you will find that upon thole have all the 
M ra f Cornells rilen between us and them. The necelfary 
W fundamental Truths , which conftitute the Church 


( which was built upon no other for many Ages) are 
, ^ on both lides unqueftioned : but becaule we queftion, 


Hul or rather deny thofe which they would impofe, which 
we are certain are no part of the Chriftian Doctrine, 
iWf they call us Hereticks. That is, becaule we will not 
I ( , )l yield Obedience to their uliirpt authority ; becaule 


*44 we cannot believe their new inventions, to be Catho- 
lique, and fundamental Doflrines. Here is the true 
‘tiff realonOf all the milerable ruptures that are in this part 
it, tit of the World : nay, this is the juft grievance and com¬ 
plaint of all Chriftians ( who know any tiling of thele 
\ajd matters) but themfelves alone. 


VI. 


And their guilt is herein the greater, becaule the beft 
eticfe, learned among themlelves have confelfed thele AddR 
ieis / ions to the Creed, to be doubtful opinions \ unnecef 
-aitit; fury and fuperfluous Doctrines; Novelties unknown to 
d the ancient Church. Concerning every one of which 
t’ui ( three things ) our Authors have given the cleareft 
bus, evidence. 


i. The 
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1. The firft of them ( the doubtfulnefs of thole Do¬ 
ctrines) appears in this, that there is notonly variety, 
but contrariety of judgment about them, in their own 
Church: which argues plainly great perplexity and 
uncertainty. Of which there needs no other proof 
( as DoCtor Potter (o') oblerves ) but the famous Books 

to ciwky of Bellarmine \ who in the entrance upon every Quefti- 
miftaken, p. on there Bated, gives an account of the Contentions 
* 9 ’ and Contradictions of thole, who have written up¬ 

on it among themfelves. And at this day they are 
not better agreed in the Explication of leveral Points 
See die late in difference between us: particularly about the War- 
Apfwer to the fijjp gi ven to Images , and the Invocation of Saints ; 
XSs Ex- which lome of their greateft DoCtors, mollifie and 
pofition of fweeten (as they do other points ) into downright 
Faith. Herefie, as fuch Explications are accounted by o- 
thers. • 

2. The very fame may be clearly fhewnoutof their 
own Authors, and hath been demonftrated by our 
Divines concerning the Second thing, that thole Do¬ 
ctrines are not neceffary , but fuperfiuous. For the Ro- 

, , man Catechifm (p) it lelf having obferved that their 

sin. It. Anceftors Fad molt wifely diftributed all that belongs 
to laving DoCtrine, into thele four heads (forthe help 
of the Peoples undemanding and memory ) the Jpo> 
files Creed , the Sacraments , the Decalogue and the 
Lord's Prayer j immediately confefs, concerning the firft, 
that all things which are to be held by the Difcipline of 
the Chrifiian Faith, whether they have refpect to the 
knowledge of God , or to the Creation and government of 
the World , or to the redemption of Mankind, or belong 
to the rewards of the good, and the punifhments of the 
bad, are contained in the Doctrine of the Creed. From 
whence this queflion naturally ariles , how come fo 
many new Articles to be made necelfary, if all things 

belong- 
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belonging to the Chriftian Faith be contained in 
the Apoftles Creed? I can fee no reafon for it, but 
only to maintain the grandeur of the Romm Church : 
for there is no more (imply neceffary for all to be be¬ 
lieved ( as Bella/mine himfelf confeifes (f) ) but the (q) l. iv. dt t 
Articles of that Creed; and therefore the reft are Dp ‘ : > c ’ 
fuperfluous, and ought to be difcarded, as not lo need- * 
ful but that Men may be faved without them. 

And for the Third , that they are mere Novel- 
ties unknown to thofe in old time, there are the like 
confeffions of ingenuous Men amongft them. JLneas 
Sylvius afterward Pope Pius II. confeifes, (r) that be-(r)Epi/l. 228 . 
fore the time of the Council of Nice, little regard 
was had to the Roman Church. Which is a plain con¬ 
tradiction to Pope Pius the fourth’s Article of New 
Belief, that fhe is the Mother and Mifirefs of all Churches: 
for none can doubt but they underftood their duty in 
thofe days, and praCtifed it alfo, to their Betters, efpe- 
cially to a Parent. 

The fame may be faid of the Doftrine of Tranfub - 
jlantiation , which fome School-men have faid not to be 
very ancient: among which are Scotus and Gabriel Biel. (V) Difput. 
They are the words of Suarez,, (s) unto whom many T f- ?• Dl T 
other teftimonies may be added of the Doctors of that 3 °‘ 
Church: particularly Alphonfns a Caftro , who faith 
the ancient Writers Jpake very feldom of Tranfdjlan¬ 
tiation : he fhould have faid, Not at ail, for Caff under 
honeftly acknowledges itto.be a Novelty, (t) (f) Seeafcte 

The like is acknowledged of the Sacrifice of the ^^(htiEi 
Mafs: which neither Thomas- Aquinas nor Gabriel Biel, ^ j on? by an 
long after him, believed to be proper , or propitiatory ; Author of the 
but give the lame account that we do, why the cele- miS.Parc i. 
bration of tff&* Sacrament is called a Sacrifice of Chrift, 
viz. becaufe the Images of things are called by the names 
of the things which they reprefent, (for which S. A aft in is 

quoted ) 
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quoted ) and becatfe by this Sacrament we are made par¬ 
takers of the benefts of C hr ifids Pafjton («)• 

That Purgatory was for a good while unknown, and but 
lately known to the whole Church , is confided by our Bi- 
fhop Fifiher (x) : who by the whole Church , means only 
the Latin Church; for in the fame place he faith, to this 
day it is not believed by the Greeks. The fame he faith 
of Indulgences ; which began with Mens fears of Purgatory. 

The fame I might obferve of the Seven Sacraments 
and the reft of their Articles ; but I will only obferve th» 
contradiction to which they fwear in the very firft new 
Article, wherein they declare that they embrace Apoft’o- 
lical and Ecclefiaftical Traditions : and yet confent at the 
fame time (by (wearing to all that is decreed in the 
Council of Trent ) to adminifter the Holy Communion 
but in one kind; which for a thoufand Years and more 
(in fome places for. 1300 Years ) was adminiftred in 
both kinds every where, even in the Roman Church, by 
an undoubted Apoftolical Tradition , and Ecclefiaftical 
ctiftom and practice : which continues in all other, Churches 
to this day. 

Which obfervation evidently convinces them to be 
guilty of the moft fearful fin, in curling and damning 
thofe, who do not receive thefe Novel Doctrines: though 
they faithfully embrace all the Dodlines of the truly 
Catholique Faith; and had rather die than deny any 
part thereof. 

But let us be of good comfort; we are fafe enough, 
notwithstanding all thefe Anathemas , which they thun¬ 
der out againftus: For I have proved,'that were thefe 
Doctrines true, as they are certainly falfe, which they 
prefs upon us;, yet we fhould not be Her sticks, if we 
did not believe them ; and fb not tall, upbft this account, 
under the fentence of damnation. Becaufe it is only the 
denial of the great and fundamental Truth c , that can- 

make 
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make us incur fuch a danger: ocher Truths there are of 
which we may be ignorant, without danger of perifh- 
ing; provided we (till hold the Foundation, and keep 
the Faith, as the Apoftle (peaks, with a life according 
to it. 

They themlelves therefore knew that thefe terrible 
Anathema s, are but bugbear words, which they u(e to 
affright Children withal: For they who can read what 
the wileft and beft of them write, will find that they 
confels, thele new Articles to be fuperfluous; while 
they plainly fay the Apoffles Creed contains all things 
neceftary to Salvation. 

Thus Gregory of Valentin *, The Articles of . Fa,ith * in ft a* fa 
contained in the Creed, are as it veere the firft Principles off'f'\ u:; * 
Chrijlian Faith — in which are comprized the fumm of 
Evangelical Doctrine, which all are bound explicitely to be¬ 
lieve. - Thus the Fathers judge when they affirm this 

Creed was compofedby the Apeftles,that all might have ajhort 
Summary of thofe things which are to be believed, and are 
fcatteredly contained in the Scriptures. Thus alfo writes 
Filiucius and a great many more: even the Trent Cate- 
chifm it felf, as I have fhown before. So that we have 
nothing to do ; but to hold faft that which we have been 
taught from the beginning, and to make it the Rule of 
our Lives, as well as of our Faith. 

And that now, I mu ft tell you, for a Conclufion of 
this part^of my Difcourfe, is the Grand Truth of all; 
the main point of the Chriftian belief: that the intenti¬ 
on of all Divine Truths, and of Faith it felf, is to make • 
us truly godly. They can do us no fervice, if they do not 
produce this effect. 

Whence it is that in this very Epiftle of S. Paul, he 
calls Chriftianity the Dottrine that is according unto god - 
linefs, jflim. VI. 5. and a little after, calls i t. godline fs, 
v. 6 . But Godlinefs, that is the Chriftian Religion, with 

I content - 
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contentment is great gain. And indeed we may well be 
contented, with the Chriftian Faith and Hope, and think 
our felves happy in fnch glorious expectations hereafter 
nay look upon our felves, as exceeding great gainers, 
whatfoever we lofe here upon this account, if we lofe 
not the hope of immortal life. 

In the E piffle to Tit ns alfo, in the very firft Verfe, 
lie calls it the truth which is after godlinefs : which is the 
very Truth, that is the fubjeCt of my Difeourfe; as ap- • 
pears by what follows, when the Apoftle faith it is a 
my fiery of godlinefs. Not a cunning device to get Mo- 
ny, to advance our worldly Grandeur and Pomp; much- 
ids a crafty Artifice to excufe us from living well, or to 
palliate wickednels, and fhow us a way, how to be la¬ 
ved though we live ungodly ( which is the great drift 
of too many DoClrines, wherewith the World is trou¬ 
bled ) but a wonderful contrivance of the Wifdom of 
Heaven, efeetually to root out all Impiety, to plant all. 
manner of Vertue in our Hearts; and to take all kind 
of excufe from us, if we do not become truly good. 

Whence it is that the Apoftle deferibes Chriftian Wo¬ 
men, in this Epiftle to Timothy II. io. by this Cha¬ 
racter, that they profefs godlinefs. Let them be adorned , 
faith he, as becomes women prcfejjing godlinefs , with good 
works. Not meerly profeffing the Truth , or the Faithj 
but Godlinefs', which comprehends all Chriftian Ver- 
tue : though if he had laid , profeffing the Truth,, 
it had been of the fame import; beeaufe that truth , is, 
godlinefs. 

Hence all the Truths I have mentioned,, are called 
Fundamental ; not only beeaufe the Church is built upon , 
them, but beeaufe they are the Foundation of all Chri¬ 
ftian practice, which ought to be fuperftruCted upoa 
them. And therefore let us neither be ignorant ofzliis; 
nor let our knowdedge of it be.empty and idle, without 
efeCt, That is, 
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The Mar and Ground of Truth. 

Firfi , Let ns not be lo fooliOi as to imagine we fhall 
obtain Salvation meerly by being of a right Belief; and 
holding the right Faith. Which is not an unneceffary 
caution; for this leems to be the very bufinefs of a great 
many Men in the World, to put Men in hope of life 
eternal; if they do but quit that, which they call He- 
refie, and embrace the Faith they propound unto them; 
though their hearts and lives remain juft as they were 
before, without any real amendment. This is certainly 
not a Myjlery of Godlinefs , but the very My fiery of Ini¬ 
quity : not the Wifdom of God, but the Witchcraft of 
the Flefh, the World, and the Devil, to lead them fecure- 
ly into deftruaion. 

But rve have not thus learned Chrifi , as the lame Apo- 
ftle (peaks elfewhere, (IV. Efhefi 20,21.) if fo be rve 
have heard, and have been taught by him , as the truth is 
in Jefus : that rveput off j concerning the former conven¬ 
tion, the old man, which is corrupt, according to the deceit¬ 
ful lufis ; and that rve be renewed in the fpirit of our minds 
and put on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteoufnefs, and holinefs of truth. Mark here what the 
Truth is, as it is in Jefus, (that we may not be deceived 
by our own, or others lufis ) that is, in the Chriftian Re¬ 
ligion ; it is that which teaches us to abandon all wick- 
ednels, and not to think of throwing a covering over 
it to hide it, but to put it off: that which renews usmthe 
• very fpirit of our minds; which makes us new Crea¬ 
tures; and really reftores the Divine Image in us, in 
Rightoufnels and fincere Holinefs. 

Thus we have learned Chrift, thus we are conftantly 
taught, in this Church: And therefore, 

Secondly , If the Truth hath not this effect upon us, in 
vain do we pride our felves in the name of Orthodox belie¬ 
vers. Upon fuch S .John hath paffed this cenfure, 11.6. If 
we fay we have fellowfh ip with him, and walk in darkrtefs , we 

1 ^ v> 
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lye, and do not the truth. Where you may obferve,. by 
the way, there is a doing of the trfith expected from us,, 
and not meerly believing it. i 

It was expefted from the very Heathen, proportiona¬ 
ble to what they knew: for they are acculed by S . Paid 
upon this (core, that they held the Truth of God in unrighte- 
oufnefs, 1 . Rom. 18. Some Truth they knew, and it 
taught them to do better than they did : and their not 
doing fo, was their condemnation. And if natural 
Truth, taught them righteoufnefs of life , much more 
doth this Divine Revelation which God hath made in 
Chrift Jefus, inftrud us therein: and if they were found 
guilty for holding that Truth in unrighteoufnefs, much 
more fhall we be found fo for holding, in the like wick- 
edriels, thefe fugernatural Truths; which we know on¬ 
ly by a fpecial Grace of God; which hath revealed 
them unto us for this very purpole, to teach us, that de¬ 
nying ungodlinefs and all worldly lujls, we fhould live foberly, 
righteoujly and godly in this frefent world ,2 Tit, II. 12. 

^ Which if we do not, mark the conlequence: either 
we fhall not hold the Truth ; or if we do, the Truth 
will not feve us, but only lerve to condemn us. 

Sometimes by living wickedly Men lole the. very 
Truth, either in whole, or in part : as the Heathen, 

S. Paul there fhows, did, I. Rom. 21, 22, 2.3. Read the 
words, and you will not wonder if the lame lad fate, at: 
tend Mens Impiety now : which the Truths of the Go- ♦ 
fpel fo directly oppole; that if they cannot prevail with 
Men to leave their wickednels, their wickednels will 
prevail with them to leave the Truth. 

This belief, for inftance, that. Jefus Chrift,, the Eter¬ 
nal Son of God, who died for us, and role again, will 
come to judge us ( which is the fummof Chriftiahity) 
is lb manifeftly againft thole fins which Men commit 
againft his Laws, that, if they be perfwaded they fhall 

be 


tie 

fb 

lei 


- « 

' ® : 

k 

1 

1. 

noi 

tlii 

tin 

Gt 

ik 

k 

i>i 

a 

hi 

If 

i Pt 
k 

(ij 

I i 

P 












mt 


iii 
dtldti 
if mi 
till 
Imadei 


hvdt 
#!, tki 
linilfk 
til,II 
e:# 
tki® 


of tki 
ctiijij 
Id t 


m ,« 
mil 

Ofllffli 

iM 

lx 


The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

be judged according to his Gofpel, it muft needs make 
them very uneafie in their fins. Which therefore if they 
will not quit, their fins will tempt them to be rid of this 
belief ‘, which difquiets and difturbs them in the enjoy¬ 
ment of thole Lufts, on which they have fet their 
Heart. 

Gr if it have not this effect, to make them wholly 
disbelieve, the life and judgment to come, yet it tempts 
them to adulterate the Chriftian Faith ( as too many 
Chriftians have done ) and todevife eafier terms of hap- 
pinefs than the Gofpel propounds: inventing fuch a Re¬ 
ligion, as will favour them in their fins, and comply with 
their inclinations to follow their foul Lufts, and yet not 
perifh eternally. And it is not hard to fhow, if this 
were a proper place for it, that abundance of falfe noti¬ 
ons, if not all, which Men have about Faith, have fprung 
from this caufe. 

Butfuppofe Men do ftill hold fhe Truth, though in 
unrighteoufnefs, what will they get by it ? fince it will 
not fave them. But only ferve to condemn them. For 
this is a part of the Evangelical Truth, as you read in 
the place now named (I. Rom. 18.) that the wrath of 
God is revealed from heaven againfi all ungodlinefs, and un¬ 
righteoufnefs of men, who hold the truth in unrighteoufnefs 
And again w.e read in the next Chapter of the righteous 
judgment of God, who will render to every man according 
to his deeds: to them who by patient continuance in well¬ 
doing,feek for glory, and honour, and immortality, eternal 
life: But unto, them that are contentious, (or will not 
yield to evident convictions ) and obey, not the truth, but 
obey unrighteoufnefs , indignation and wrath, tribulation and 
anguifh, upon every foul of man that doth evil , &c. v. 6, 
7,8, &c. 

Where you fee there is an obedience to the truth , ex¬ 
pected from us; unto which if we. will not fubmit, but 
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obey nnrightcoufnefs; then that very Truth tells us Wc 
muft exped nothing, but the inexpreffible difpleafure of 
the Almighty , again!! every fuch refradory oppofer of I' 
the Truth, which he fhould obey. There is no excepti¬ 
on from this Rule; for (as it there follows, v. n.) 
there is no refpecl of perfons with God. L— 

Would to God they would ferioufly lay this to heart, 
who now feem to be poffeffed with a mighty Zeal" for 
1 Truth , and for a right Faith: that they be not fo de- Rj 
ceived by this warm Zeal, as to mils the end of Faith , T 
the Salvation of their Souls ; which can by no means I ^ 
be obtained, no not by Faith it felf, without an Holy 
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PART II. 




What it is to be a Pillar and Ground of 

\mh _' 


Truth: and to whom this Office belongs . 


bynot 


tut 



Aving fhown with lome care what the Truth is 
of which S. Paul fpeaks ( which was the hr ft 
thing X propounded ) the two next may be explained to¬ 
gether with left pains : viz ,. what,. and who is the Pillar 
and Ground of thele great Truths,, which are neceffary 
to be believed by all, that will be laved. 


iff; 


l <Aj v 


■ - % , 

.... And as for .the firft of thele, they of the Church of 

Rome would have us by a Pillar, and Ground, to under¬ 
hand that which is the^very Foundation of our Faith: that 
upon whole Credit arid Authority all Chriftian Truth, 
and the certainty of our Religion depends. For ta¬ 
king it for granted that the Church is this Pillar, and 
prefuming alio .that,: they only are the Church; they 
thence infer that we can be lure of no. Truth, but from 
-—them : and that they give authority and certainty, to the 
very Word of God it left: and like wile, whatloever the 
C hurch, i. e.. they declare to be Truth, is therefore tOf be 
received: infomuch that, if they make any new Articles 
of Faith, we are to give.< a full aflent to them; becaufe 
all Truth depends upon the credit of their Church. 

This* 
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The Tdlar and Ground of Truth . 

. This founds ftrangely in the Ears of thole that arc 
not accuftomed to fuch Language: and may be thought 
perhaps a mifreprefentation of their Do&rine. But Bel- 
larmine (to name no more ) vouches this to be the Ca- 
tholique fenfe of this place : and from the words Pillar 
and Ground of Truth , proves that the Church cannot err, 
(y)L.n. ie either in Believing, or in Teachingfy) : and again, that 
concil. autor. whatfoever the Church approves is true, and .whatfoever it 
CO L.m.de difapproves isfalfe(z). 

Ecdef. Miit. But this only mows that they are hard put to it, to find 
proofs for their high pretences. For it will appear, in 
the procefs of this Difcourfe, firjl, that it can never be 
■proved, the words Pillar and Ground, have refpedf to the 
Church , and not rather to Timothy: for which there is 
good Authority as well as Reafbn. I fhall let the 
Authority alone, till its proper place, and only note, 
Secondly, That there is good reafbn not to refer this to 
the Church ; for having called the Church a Houfe , it 
doth not feem a congruous fpeech, immediately to call 
the fame Church a Pillar: as on the other fidejt is very 
agreeable, to call Timothy a Pillar , in that Houfe; and 
to wifh him to behave himfelf therein, like other great 
Perfbns, to whom, mother places, he gives the name of 
Pillars. But, Thirdly , if it do relate to the Church, it 
no more concerns the Church of Rome , than any other 
Church : and immediately relates to the Church of Ephe- 
[us, in which Timothy prefided. Which Church of Ephe- 
fas (4), with other Churches of the Eafi , condemned 
this Headthip of the Bifhop of Rome , upon which they 
build a Soveraignty over our Faith. And further, if we 
fhould fuppofe Fourthly , That the Apoftle refpefds the 
Church U niverfal $ and like wife that it is not only bound 
in duty to be, but alfo actually is, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth; yet, Lajlly , it can never be proved that he 
fpeaks of any other Truth, but thofe grand Fundamental 
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The Pillar and Ground of Truth . 

Articles of Faith, thofe Catholique Do&rines which 
'Were once delivered to the Saints, and which, blefi 
fed be God, are maintained in every Church to this 
day : not of all truth whatfbever; much lefs of an ab» 
folute freedom from all manner of error. 

For, letting thefe things alone at prefent, I fhall fhew 
that this is all that can be meant by the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth , if it refer to the Church (as I am content to 
admit ) not that the Church ( as they abfurdly affirm ) 
is the very foundation of our Faith, upon which it re¬ 
lyes: but that// firmly retains, upholds, and profeffes the 
Chriftian Truth, againft all the force, violence and op- 
pofition, of Earth and Hell, of Men and Devils, that 
indeayour to overthrow it. 

That this is the natural import of the phrafe I wiH 
manifeft, Fir ft, from the propriety of the words; Se¬ 
condly, from clear* reafon and the Holy Scripture. 



rclu ft 


tfrlUi 
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I. Fir ft from the propriety of the words in the Greek 
Language. In which frequently fignifies, fuch 
a Pillar as Hood before their common Halls and Courts 
of Judicature : upon which the Decrees and Orders of 
the Court, were wont to hang or be fixed. Unto 
which Tertutlian alludes, when fpeaking of an Article 
of the Creed (in the place above named * ) he faith, * L.diKefm- 
Unum opinor apud omnes EDICTVM DEI PENDET, earns, 

I fuppofe one Edict of God hangs up among all, viz. to C ’ l3 ’ 
be read by them: having juft askt before, quonam ti- 
tulo Spes iftaproferipta eft : by what TITLE this hope 
( viz. of the refurre&ion ) is propofed and held forth to 
all. And the word ground fignifies not the 

foundation, but the Seat where any thing is placed ; 
lo as to be fettled and laid up, to remain and abide 
there. And, atthemoft, can mean no more, than the 
ft ay, or eftablifbment , the feat or fettlement of Truth r 
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biCawon, Oecumenius renders it, the confirmation of trudij. 
or if we will have thele words allude to a building 
becaule the Church is here called the Houfe of the 
living God, asellewhere the Temple of God , ( which is 
the lame ) they fignifieno more but fupporters and up¬ 
holders , without which the edifice would fall to the 
ground. And the mod we can make of them when 
they are applied to the Church , with relpedt to the 
truth , is this; that the Church fuftains and keeps it 
from finking, or falling, as a Pillar firmly fetled up¬ 
on a Bafis, fuftains and upholds the fabrick laid upon 
it. This confifts in thele three things, which I lhall 
diftin&ly, though but briefly, mentionfor the Reader’s 
clear information in this matter. 

Firjly The Church is that iBody of Men, which pre¬ 
fer ves and keeps, which maintains and holds up the 
Chriftian Faith: which God hath committed to its care, 
as he did to the Jews the Divine Oracles, delivered in old 
times. And as the Church will anfwer it to God, and 
not be guilty of betraying its truft, it muft conftantly 
preferve the truth committed to it; that it be not loft 
and do not perifh. This might be divided into two , that 
the Church is the keeper and Conlervator of all the Holy 
Scriptures, and the Divine Truths contained therein: 
and that by faithful keeping them, it upholds and fupports 
the Truth, as a Pillar doth the building which refts up¬ 
on it. But this is fufficiently included in what follows. 

Secondly , the Church is not only to prelerve the 
Truth, but to profels it, and to give atteftation to it .* 
that is, to bear witnefs that this is the Truth of God, 
and this alone, which he hath revealed for die Salva¬ 
tion of Mankind.. By which means it doth not only 
hold up the Truth, but hold it out to others ; as the 
Sacred Edi& or Decree of God; which all are to take 
notice of and obferve. And fo, 

Thirdly ,, 
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Thirdly , It is by this means to promote and propa¬ 
gate the Truth , and not let it fall to the ground: as 
a building doth, when the Pillars, that fupported it, 
are removed. 

In brief; As Heretical Churches were the Pillars 
and Stays of falfhood ; they maintained and defended it, 
they; teftified to it, and indeavour’d to continue it, and 
leave it to Pofterity: juft 16 is the Church of Chrift, 
the Pillar and Ground of Truth ; itprofelfes the Qui¬ 
lt ian Faith, it maintains it as the Truth of God; and 
notwithftanding all the perfections, troubles, Ioffes, 
torments, whereby its Enemies would fhake thecon- 
ftancy of thole who maintain the Truth, they teftifie 
to it, and declare to future Generations, that this , as 
S. Peter fpeaks, is the true grace of God , wherein we 
Jland. 

This is the firft confideration, to allure us of the true 
meaning of thefe words. 

II. The Second , is asftrong; for plain realon makes 
it evident, that this, not the other, jsthefenfeof them. 
The Church, that is, cannot be the very foundation 
upon which the Truth is built, not that which gives it 
authority, and makes it to be Truth ; for the quite 
contrary is declared by Truth it felf ; that the Truth 
is the foundation upon which the Church is built, and 
.which makes it to be a Church. So S. Paul inftru&s 
this very Church of Ephefus , who were built upon the 
foundation of the Jpojlles and Prophets , Jefus Chrifi 
himfelf being the chief corner Stone ; in whom all the 
building fitly framed together , groweth into an holy Tem¬ 
ple in the Lord : In whom ye alfo are builded toge¬ 
ther, for an habitation of God through the Spirit , II. E- 
pheft 18,19,20. It was therefore a Church of Chrift, 
becaufe it held the Truth, which He and his Apoftles 

K 2 taught. 
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taught. And lo a great number of the Ancient Fathers 
expound thole words of Chrift to S. Peter , Thou art 
Peter, and upon this Rock ; i. e. upon the confeffion of 
Faith which thou haft made, upon that Truth thou haft 
confeft, J will build my Church. Matth. XVI. 

W e can own no Society of Men to be a Church of 
Chrift , unleft they profeft the true Faith of Chrift. 
And therefore the true Faith muft be known before we 
can know whether they be a true Church or no', who 
call themfelves by that Name: and conlequently they 
do not give authority to the Truth, but the Truth to 
them*, becaule the Truth muft be fuppofed, before they 
can have any authority. 

Oblerve the above recited words I beleech you ; 
which fay, the Church is built upon the foundation of 
the Jpojlles and Prophets, &c. i. e. upon the Truth re¬ 
vealed by them in the Golpel. It is a Church by hold¬ 
ing and believing this : for if this be not the thing which 
makes a company of Men to be a Church of the living 
God ; tell me, why .the Mahometans are not his Church ? 
They are a fociety of Men profefting lome belief, and 
having lome truth and devotion , and being governed 
by Laws as well as we. There is no realon why they 
belong not to the Church of Chrift, but becaule they 
have not the Truth as it is in Chrifl. Therefore the 
Church doth not make the Truth ; but the Truth makes 
the Church: the Truth doth not rely upon the Churchy 
becaule it is before the Church, which relies upon it. 

Which was the Dodlrine of the Church it felf in after 
Ages ; as it were eafie to fhew, if I intended to write 
a great Book. I will content my felf with two Tefti- 
monies in ancient times, the one is of 'H.Chryfoftome > 
who thus expounds thele very words, the Church of the 
living God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth. Not like 
that JudaicalTemple ; (faithhe) for this is it, which 
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keeps together and contains the Faith and the preaching 
( Or Dofltrine ) « $ *A »Seut *s» hex An 0104 jy it) ifyctiiv/ua. 

For the Truth is both the Pillar and the Ground,or foundation 
of the Church: The other is S .Aujlin in his third Book upon 
the Creed , to the Catechumens (c) y which begins thus, Ton CO Tom . IX - 
know this (vi&. the Creed) to be the foundation of the Cath - 
lique Faith, upon which the edifce of the Church arofe , being 
built by the hands of the Apoflles and Prophets. And with 
this of Gabriel Biel in latter Ages, (dl) Catholique truths, (d) l. 3 in 
without any approbation of the Church , are in the nature of ’ thef min f’f l l i ’ 
thing immutable, and immutably true : andfo are to be ac - 25 ’ ^ 

counted unchangeably Catholique. Which brings to mind 
another remarkable faying of S. Aujlin , who after he 
had produced in his firft and lecond Books againft Ju¬ 
lian the Pelagian , the tefrimonies of XL great Doctors, 
viz. Iremeus , Cyprian , Reticius , Olympius , Hilar ins , 
Ambrofius , lnnocentius ( where, by the way, it is obfer- 
vable he mentions the Bifhop of Rome only as one of 
the eminentBifhops, notasHeadof them all) Gregory 
F/yffen, Bafil of Cffarea , John Chryfofiom , Hierom , makes 
this reflection upon their conlent ( which he lookt upon 
as the voyceofthe Catholique Church)^/' tamenveritati 
aufloritatem non fuo tribuere confenfu , See .who noiwith[land¬ 
ing did not give authority to the Truth by their confent j but 
received tefimony and glory by partaking of the Truth. 

They endeavour indeed to put by fuch evident con- ' 
v.iCtion as this, by a little diftindtion; that though in it 
felf the Church is built upon the Truth, yet in refpeef to 
us the Truth is built upon the Church. Which appears 
already to be a vain conceit,- unto thole who confider ; 
that the Church cannot be the foundation of Truth to us,, 
unlels we firft know it to be the true Church of Chrift ; 
and indued with this priviledge from God to be the 
Ground of Truth', in this lenle which I am now con¬ 
futing. But whende fhould we know this ? If it be faid, 
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from the Truth which it profeffes; then the Church is 
not the Foundation of the Truth to us, for we muft 
know the Truth, before we can know that to be the true 
Church, which calls it felf the Foundation. If we fay 
from the Church; then the Church is the Pillar and 
<Ground of it felf; and we believe it to be the true Church, 
becaufe it fays it is. Which is fo abfurd and dangerous, 
that the Mahometans, as I laid, will be as true a Church 
as any elfe: they may boldly put in’ for their fhare of 
this priviledge : Nay, if confidence, and power can 
carry it, ingrofs it wholly to themfelves. 

It remains therefore that this is the true fenfe of the 
words which I have given. The Church keeps the 
Truth, and keeps it up : It is the Confervator of it 
and preferves it from falling to the ground: it proclaims 
.it, and holds it forth to others : it continues the 
truth in the World, and fettles it in mens minds: but it 
felf is built upon this Truth, not the Truth upon it. 
Which derives its authority from God, who lent Jefus 
•Chrift into the World to teach us his will, and gave him 
power to fend his Apoftles, as he had fenthim : Godbear- 
ing them witnef \,withfigns and wonders, and with divers mi¬ 
racles, andgiftsoftheHolyGhofi, according to his own will 

This will be the more plainly laid open, if I fpend a 
little time, in fhowing what is here meant by the Church 
which is commonly thought to be, the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth ; and was the third thing propounded in the 
beginning to be explained. 

III. 

1 he Church or Houfe of God, fignifies every where 
a company of Chriftians united under their Paftors un¬ 
to Chrift their Head, by a fincere Faith ; and joyned 
one to another by Brotherly love and communion. 

Where 
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Where ever we find fuch a Society of Men and Women, 
there is a Church : and all the Societies of this kind , 
throughout the World, make up that which we call the 
Catholique, or Vniverfal Church ; the whole body of 
Chrift, or Chriftian Church. Of which the Church of 
Ephefus here fpoken of was a part: one eminent com¬ 
pany of Chriltians profefling tne truly Catholique Faith, 
and joyned to Timothy as their chief Pallor, for the 
worfhip and fervice of Chrift; and for to be the Pillar 
and Ground of Truth, as thele words muft be interpreted, , 
if they relate unto the Church. ■ 

They indeed, who are now of the Roman Commu¬ 
nion, underftand by the Church , only the Paftors of the 
Church. And lome of them, this Church reprefentative , 
as it may be called y that is, the whole aftembly of Chri¬ 
ftian Bifhops, as many as can meet together, repreient- 
ing all the Churches under their care. But others un- 
derftancf only one Bifhop alone, the Pope of Rome ; who 
is then the Church Virtual , in whom all the power of all 
the Bifhops in the World is united. Bat as there are 
no fuch notions of the Word Church in Scripture ; fb, 
if they be applied to this place, they will appear very 
wild fancies, unto any Man who will foberly confider 
the fcope of it. For it is very evident, that the Church 
is here mentioned as diftinft from Timothy , who was the 
prime Paftor of it, and who is directed how to behave 
himfelf in it. Therefore if this Church Was the Pillar of 
Truth , the whole multitude of Believers at Ephefm, uni¬ 
ted under him and the reft of their Paftors, muft be lookt 
upon as having an intereft in this great priviledge and 
honour, as well as duty, to be the Confervators and Sup¬ 
porters of the Chriftian Faith, which they had received. 
For S. Paul, as I laid, is inftructing Timothy how to 
demean himfelf, in this Society, which he calls the 
Houfe or family of God :. that is, among true Believers 
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in Chrift, formed into a Society under the Government 
of their Guides: who were to take the greater care, 
that every one in the Church was well taught, in. 
Hrutied and ordered, becaufe they Were the Pillar and 
Ground, of Truth. 

This made S. Paul very felicitous, that Timothy ihould 
carry himfelf well, and be a good Paftor in that Church, 
of which the Holy Ghoft had made him chief Overfeer. 
And not knowing when he might have opportunity to 
fee him, and give him perfonal inftru&ion by word of 
mouth, he wrote this Letter to him for his direction; 
that he might fully underftand how to difcharge this 
Office. And therefore thefe words, it appears by the 
verfe foregoing (v. 14.) relate partly to what went be¬ 
fore, and partlyto what follows. Thefe things mite I 
unto thee, hoping to come unto thee fhortly: but if I tarry 
long, that thou mayefi know how thou ought efi to behave thy 
felf in the Houfe of God, which is the Church of the li¬ 
ving God, the Pillar and Ground of Truth. And without 
controverjie, great is the my fiery of godlinefs, &c. Which 
whole Paragraph is to be underftood as if he had laid, in 
more words. 4 Though I hope fhortly to difcourfe with 
f thee face to face, yet not knowing what may hinder and 
4 retard my hopes, I have fent the above written inftru- 
4 dtions to thee ; not to trouble the Church with vain dif- 
4 putations, about the rites of the Law, and fuch idle 
4 queftions as the Jews are apt to raife : but, to remem- 
4 ber (as I have faid in the beginning of this Letter v.4,5. 

£ of the firft Chapter ) that the end of the Commandment 
4 is charity , the love of God and of our neighbour. This 
4 therefore teach them ", and inftrud them alfe to make 
4 prayers, applications and interceffion, with giving of 
1 thanks for all Men : for Kjngs, and all that are in au- 
4 thority ( Chap. IT. 1, 2, 3, 4.) teach them all likewife 
4 how to pray (v. 8 . ) and inlirud the Bifbops and the 

4 Deacons 
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Mt ®t c Deacons and all the reft in their Office and Duty: for it 
tt ‘ is of great concernment, that they be well informed ; 

^fii 4 becaufe this Church, over which thou art fet, is the 

< very Seas of Truth, which is not to be found in any o- 
4 ther place, but in fitch a company of Believers. Who 
Hi: 1 ought to uphold and defend it, when thou art dead 

*Cli: 4 and gone ; and therefore had need be well fet led and 

4 eftablifhed in it: efpecially in the great myftery of 
N) 4 godlineft, wherein all Chriftians agree, and about 
5 «l £ which there is no Controverfie. That fo the Church 

isfcl 4 may never let it go, and this Truth may not dye 

i%i 4 and fall to the Ground, when we are laid in our Graves; 

pslf: 4 but be delivered to thole-that come after, as the very 

kn ‘ Oracles of God. 

f%i Who now is there fo blind, as not to be able to fee, 

vtifh, that by the Church is meant, not merely the fiipream 

few Governour of the Church, which was Timothy ; but all 

riliifi that company of Chriftian people, under their feveral 

Jrn ‘ Bifhops and Teachers, who belonged to Ephefus. All 
r&cl of which S .Paul left Timothy, when he himfelf went 

iklfij into Macedonia, to take care of, and to charge that 

ifcifif they taught no. other Doctrine ( as you read, 1.3.) and 

jkk in this Houfe , or Family he was, when S. Paul wrote 

rittfflii: this Epiftle to him not in a General Council, for there 

itlini was none, in three hundred Year after this time. There- 

Jfeli fore he doth not fpeak of the Church Reprefentative , as 
jit it is called ; much left of the Church Virtual, as they 

ateft) term it; that is, the Pope. For then, mark what fence 

mat the words will make ; 1 have mote to thee (not know- 

our.f iflg when I fhall fee thee ) howto behave thy felf in the 

to * Bijhop of Rome : as if he would have us fancy Timothy 

pajt in the Popes Belly ; and himfelf gravely inftru&ing him, 

ttfr how to carry himfelf with great circumfpe&ion and 

Be « difcretion there, 
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I do not love to ufe fuch words ; but there are no o- 
ther I can find fo apt to reprefent the groft abfurdity of 
their Do&rines, who take upon them to give infalli¬ 
ble interpretations of Holy Scripture , from the Uni- 
verfal Bifhop, the grand and only Oracle of Chriften- 
dom, as they would have him efteemed : or from fuch 
Councils as they are pleated to call General,. and can 
obtain their approbation. You fee what godly ones we 
are like to have, if we give up our Faith to them : 
how they will pervert the plain words of God, to ferve 
their own intereft; and wreft them from*their natural 
and eafte fence, to another which is fb forced, that there 
is no Man fb rude but would readily difcern the abfurd- 
nefs of it, if he were permitted to read, and did confider, 
the Holy Scripture. For their great Cardinal Bellarmine 

alledges thefe very words to prove that General Councils,, 
(t)Lib. 2. de confirmed by the Pope, cannot err (f) : nay, that particular 
f mil.’At- Councils, approved by the Pope, have the fame privi? 
cuff^ida’ 2 ^ e< ^§ e (/) • w ^ iere it is evident to the weakeft under- 
( f)ib. cap. 6 . ftanding, that the whole company of Chriftians,. that 
were at Ephefius united to their Paftors ( without which 
they could not be a Society or Company ) are the Church 
here fpoken of and therefore are the Pillar, and Ground 
of Truth, (if this relate to the Church) and not merely 
lome particular perfon in that Churchmuch, left a Ge¬ 
neral Council of all the Bifhops in the World •> and leaft 
of all, one Bifhop; in whom Timothy could not belaid, 
in any fenfe, to be ; as he is here laid to be in that 
Church, which is the Pillar and Ground of Truth, viz. 
in that Church whereof he was the. chief Governour 
wh ich was the Pillar and Ground of Truth in that .part of 
the World. For this is not an Office. appropriated to 
any particular Church, but belonging to the Cathalique 
Church, and to every Angle Church, as it is a. Member 
of the Whole. 


And 
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And here it will be very profitable, I think, to note thele 

fix things,for the full explication of this place of Scripture. 
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I. The firft of them is that which I now mentioned; 
that every particular Church, one as well, and as much 
as another, is a Pillar and Ground of Truth ; in that 
fcnfe which I have declared. This is not a prerogative 
which belongs to lb me one Church ; but a priviledge, 
appertaining to the Univerlal ; and to every particular, 
as a part of it. For if the Church at Ephefus , was a Pil¬ 
lar of Truth, as S. Paul here affirms ; then by the lame 
reafon, the Church of Antioch , the Church of Corinth , 
the Church of Rome , and the Church of Jerufalem, had 
the fame authority. For that which made any one of 
them a Church, made the other lo, viz. the true Faith of 
Chrift there pro felled, and union with their Paftors, for 
the Divine lervice : and therefore that honour or Office, 
which belong’d to one of them, muft of neceffity belong 
to another; becaule they were but lo many members of 
one and the lame Body. That is, every one of them, 
in their leveral Countries, wherein they were planted, 
had the truth of God committed to them ; which they 
were to maintain and fupport unto the very death: 
and endeavour that every one, who was a Stranger 
to the words of eternal life, might by their means know 
and believe them. 

And accordingly every Church hath contributed unto 
this, and no one Church, could ever with any realbn 
pretend to be the foie fupporter or defender of the Chri- 
ftian Truth. Of which there is this plain demonftrati- 
on, that then the Church is moft of all the Pillar and 
Ground , orButtrels, as fome tranflate it, of Truth , when it 
is alfaulted by Herefies ; and not only beats them off, 
but beats them down and fupprelfes them. Now all 
Herefies were not qualht and confounded by S. Peter 

L 2 and 









3 

h 


1 








The (Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

and his SucceiTors in the’Church of Rome ; but by other 
Apoftles and Evangelifts, and their SucceiTors in other 
Churches. This is demonftrated by a learned Man, of 
tIie Roman Communion *, by XII. famous inftances , 
QuiiiJAntonio outof a far greater number. S. John for example, not Peter 
VoniUoj. 35. or any of his SucceiTors, ftruck down the Nkolaitans, 
§. Paul the Nazarens and Cerinthians, S. Luke the Ebi~ 
onites , as he proves out of good Authors, particularly 
Hyginus : who relates how the Bifhops of other Sees 
( not the Bifhops of Romef quafht the Ptolemaites , the 
Noetians , and divers other Hereticks ; as the Synod of An~ 
(g)Eufeb. tioch did. Paulus Samofatenus (g) and the firft Gene- 
£ift U c. 22!^'^ Council of Conftantinople (where Damafus Bifhop 
of Rome, was not prelent, either by himfelf or his Le¬ 
gates) did Eunomius and other Hereticks. Which leads 
to the fecond thing I would have obferved. 



II. That every eminent Paflor in the Church, who 
laboured in the word and Doclrine, as S. Paul Ipeaks in 
this Epiftle, V. 17. had thefe very titles anciently bellow¬ 
ed upon him, of the Pillar and Ground of Truth , becaule 
the Bifhops were the principal Truflees with whom the 
Faith was depolited (as may be oblerved in the words 
of Iren&us before mentioned, and many other ancient 
Writers, and in S. Paufs words to Timothy, when he 
bids him to keep the depofitum he had committed to him, 
and commit the fame to other faithful or trufty perlons , 
who fhould be able to teach it to others, 2 Tim. I. 14. 
II. 2. ) and becaule they were principal Inftrumentsin 
defending the Truth againft oppolers ; in propagating 
the Chriftian Faith to thole who were ignorant of it 
and in prelerving the reft of the Church in the belief 
of the Truth, which they had entertained, by their 
conftant inftru&ions, and zealous exhortation, to hold 
fajl what they had received*. 

Nay, 
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Nay, we fhall rarely, if at all, find any Bifhop of 
Rome , called the Pillar and Ground of Truth, but feveral 
other Bifhops are frequently called by this name. S. Ba* 
fil forinftance (h), writing of the Bifhop of Neecafarea fjfdf rj 
newly dead, bewails his lofs very much, becaufe he was ' * m ' 
IxKXimSv yjajj.©-) the Ornament of the Churches, Ax@~ >y iSp&i- 
cmx»m*s, (the very words of the Apoftle here in 
this place ) the Pillar and Ground of Truth 
ti’s yex'dv A&as, a firong and firm eft ablifbment of Faith in 
Thrift, &:c. And upon the fame occafion writing to the 
Church of Ancyra (i) whole Bifhop was called Athana- (i) Epm 
ftps, it appears by fome of the foregoing Epiftles ) he LX>lE * 
iaith, AAazov dvnfy Ax©- ft 'An >y As Enxxtmiu, a Man 

is fain, who was indeed a Pillar and Ground of the Churcti. 

A.nd complaining in another Epiftle (/;) of themifera- 
ble eftate of their Churches, he fays, among other things, 
ci hot >y itfttUoiJM. vis d.hy’Aw. A ttia,<mof£, the l Mars and. 

Ground of the Truth are differ fed: the Bifhops, he means, 
were banifhed from their Flocks. Which he bewails in 
another place in the very fame Language, only put¬ 
ting both the foregoing parts of their Character toge¬ 
ther, SV ift Arts >y ityalapa, * &c. whom I account the Pillars * Epift. 
and Ground, both of the Truth and of the Church: and ^CCXLIX. 
honour them fomuch the more, the further off they are ha¬ 
n't (bed from their Churches , and account that feparation 
the great eft punifhment. 

In the very fame Language S. Gregory Nazianzen 
addreffes himfelf to S. Bafil (m), whom he calls, (m)orat.xix. 

Arty >y ityttiay.it Ai UxXmas, Astas ’tpHoy.it, ly wdL'f/ar©- vs.-mytyov, beginning. 

the Pillar and Ground of the Church, the prop of Faith , 
the habitation of the Spirit. And fo he calls Athanafius, 

Ax©- As Uxxmas (ft), the Pillar of the Church: and inano- (n)Orat.xxh 
ther place (0), A As Asia; \pHap.it, the prop, or flay of the 
Faith. And writing to Eufebius, Bifhop of Samofat (p), (pjEpiji. 
he thus begins, What [hall 1 call thee, ftxcy ityttiayct, 8cC. XXIX. Tamil. 

Shall 
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Shall I call thee the Pillar and Ground of the Church , or a 
Light in the World, &rc. or the Stay of thy Country , or the 
Rule of Faith, or Embaffador of the Truth , or all thefe 
together, and more than all thefe f 

But that which is moft worthy to be noted under this 
(<jSDetiu head is, that S. Gregory Nyjfen (q) expounds this very 
Mofis^Tom.i. Xext of Timothy , and makes him, not the Church, the 
2 * ' ^ Pillar and Ground of Truth. For difeourfmg concerning the 
Minifters of the Divine Myfteries, as Pillars of the Houle 
of God, he faith, r TipoSiov y^xov svxov, &c. S. Paul wrought 
and fafhioned Timothy to he a goodly Pillar, making him 
(as he fpeaks, with his orvn voice) rlrov >c, ifrcttaui. <i 
eiat >y itAo wa;, the Pillar and Ground of the Church , and of 
Truth. As if he took the fenle of thefe words to be 
this, But if I tarry long , that thou , who art the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth , maift know how to behave thy felf in the 
Church, &tc. And indeed the Apoftles are called 
Pillars in the II. Gal. 9. not only S. Peter, but James 
and John alio. And here we are taught, as he truly ob* 
lerves that not only Peter, James and John were Pil¬ 
lars , not only John the Bap if was a burning Lamp: 
i-Xa, OTivTsf 01 Ji i'WT$f t cmxahotW but all that by them * 

felves fupport the Church , all that by their work are fining 
lights , are called both Pillars and Lamps. 

Which names were afterward applied to Chriftian Bi- 
fhops, by the moft eminent Perlons in the Church; who 
hereby plainly declared, what they underftood by thele 
words of S. Paul: and that they lookt not upon this as 
a priviledge peculiar to any one Bifhop, or any one 
Church; but common to all Churches, and efpecially to 
the principal Perfons in the Church, who were the 
Leaders and Guides of the reft: and lo more peculiarly 
intruded with the prefervation of Divine Truth, and the 
chief Pillars and Supporters of the Faith. And thus 
Origen (or whofoever he was that wrote the Homilies 
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■pon the Song of Songs *,) leems to have underwood * Mn.m. 
this place; for having obferved from hence that the 59 ®' 
Church is God's Houfe , and applied thele words to the 
explication of the laft Verle of the firjl Chapter of the 
Canticles, where it is laid, the beams of our houfe are Ce¬ 
dar, he concludes that hereby are meant thole who are 
validiores , of greateft ftrength in the Church : Et puto 
quod convenienter hi qui epifcopatum bene minijlrant in Ec- 
clefta, &TC. And I think that they who well difcharge the 
Office of 4 Bijhop in the Church may conveniently be called 
Beams, by which the whole Building is born up, &cc. viz,. 
by fupporting and defending the Chriftian Faith, upon 
which the Church is built. And thus the Abyffine Chri- 
ftians, at this day call not only S .Mark, but their great 
Doctor S. Cyril by the name of Columna Etclefix Alexan¬ 
drine (s), the Pillars of the Church of Alexandria : be- 0 ) tuddpbi 
caufe Cypril was a mighty afifertor and defender of the 
Truth, againft the alTaults of Hereticks. Upon which c. 12. n. 51! 
account, Rupertus Tuitienfis ( t) calls S. Aujtin by the (0 £. vii. 
lame name, that S. Paul here calls Timothy, columna. & 
prmamentum verttatis , the. Pillar and Ground , or itrong 
ftay, of Truth . Which Language is common among 
the Jews, who call Abraham,, for in fiance, the Pillar of 
the World (u), with refpeft to the true Religion which ( Mdmm.de 
he maintained: which is the very Language of Ignatius, 
concerning the Apoftles , of whom he thus. (peaks, xtvMm. 
h iJrot m U «twos *roi (y),.the Pillars of the World, the 
Apojlles ; mentioning together with them, the Spoufe of phiudJpk 
Chrijl, viz. the Church. 

I have been the more copious in this, bscaule it (how’s 
that the ancient Do&ors thought all Bijbops to be equal¬ 
ly concerned in this Office,,and Honour; it never enter¬ 
ing into their minds that any one had an interefl in it 
more than the reft; much left that one (the Bifhop of 
Roms) had it lolely to himlelf. 


III.. But 
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III. But further I obferve that the Martyrs, though ^ 

not Bifbops, are frequently called by this name. So the ^ 

Churches of Vienne and Lyons , in their Letter to the ^ 

Churches of Afta and Phrygia , concerning the bleffed | 

Martyrs who had fuffered among them, fay that God ^ 

delivered the weaker fort, and oppofed to the fury of the ' 

Enemy , thofe who were firm and Jleady Pit- Ji 


Ur S-, able by their Patience to draw all the violent a [faults of i. 



(x)Apud Eu- the Devil upon tnem [xj. Among wnomtney mention 


v'otz [z) : Who had always been the Pillar and Ground 


>7 ' ( or flay and ftrength ) of Chrijlians in this glace : that 
is, fettled' and fuftained others in the Chriftian belief. 
And fo Eufebius fpeaks of other Martyrs at Alexandria 


* i.vi. Ec- in the time of Decius, ai sippoi >y /xandexti sv\oi to m&Ix, * 8fC. 
clef. Hifl. ji rm an g hlejfed Pillars of the Lord, who Jlrengthned by him, 


and having might and power anfwerable to the Jlrength of 
their Faith, became admirable witnejfes of his Kjngdom. 


For they could not be fhaken with the fear of death and 
torment; and fo by their ftedfaftnefs Confirmed and efta- j 
blifhed others in the Chriftian Faith; and were eminent j 
Inftruments likewife of converting ftrangers to our Reli- < 
gion: who law their pious and meek conftancy under the , 
greatest fuiferings, joyned with the greateft charity, , 
bowels of mercy and companion, towards their bloody , 
persecutors. For whom they beg’d pardon and forgive- , 
nefs of God, defiring nothing more than they might come , 
to that heavenly Kingdom, which they teflified to them; . 

by parting with life it felf for the lake of it. i 

Neither is this meerly the Ecdkfiajlical Language,bat 
the Holy Scripture it fell gives thofe this honourable ti¬ 
tle ; who constantly indured tribulation for the Gofpel 
lake, though it did not coft them their lives. Thus 
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our bleiTed Lord [peaks to the Church of Philadelphia, 
III. Revel. 12. Him that over comet b, will 1 make a Pillar 
in the temple of my God. Which fignifies partly, that 
he fhould be an eminent Inftrument of upholding the 
Church, and preferving many in the profeflionof Chri- 
ftianity, by his conftancy and firmnefs in it: and partly, 
that he fhould be fo eftablifhed himfelf by the grace and 
power of God,that he fhould never fall (according to 
that of S. Peter, i V. io. But the God of all grace, who 
hath called us unto his eternal glory, after that ye have fuf- 




JcfCCl Cl IVrJt'HCy f/PtlAC j\Jlv j/LrjCwSr y i.Jt'Uisl't'jrsy Jt / C fJL 

tie you ): and partly, that he fhould be made in the 


" higheft fenfe, a PILLAR , that is, an Apojtolical Man, 

’ who flaould be advanced to the mod eminent imploy- 

> ' : ment in the Church ; of teaching and inftructing, of Go- 

nlti: verning and Ruling, as a principal Paftor, in the Tem- 
Jt “ pie of God. In one word, be an Angel of the Church , 

( as he fpeaks in the beginning of this Letter, v. 7. and 
P‘f in all the reft) an illuftrious Minifter and Meffenger of 

'“M God , to publifh the glad tidings of Salvation to the 

World. 

Such the Apoftles were: whom Theodoret calls the ") 

Pillars of the Truth, with peculiar refpecfc to their fuffer- 
rocti ings. Behold, faith he, i‘ Peter and John, vet* 7tiw<si AU f out. dt 

stOMii bmCtioi, ’ad svW dtAsHot, &:c. the Towers, or Bulwarks 

K^iiai of Godlinefs, the Pillars of Truth, fupporting the Stru- y.fy.' 
arfdl Bure of the Church .* being fcourged by the Jews, but 

tiff! rejoycing and glorying, ( V. AS:. 41 . ) that they were 

dk counted worthy to fuffer jhame, or to be difgraced, for 

his Name. And fuch like were thefe victorious Souls, 
edtol as Arethas * expounds our Saviour’s words to this * comment, h 
Church j For he that conquers, faith he, the adverfe 1IIiRev> I2 * 
ruajt powers, 5 -v\&- x} y^Sneap)- rn; d.Kv%ti(t{, is confiituted 

loaUllr a Pillar and Ground of the Truth ; rejoycing himfelf im - 
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ejlablifhing others in goodnefs , that they may not fall from 
their fiedfajlnefs. 

IV. Any eminent perlon allbin the Church, though 
not a Martyr, is lometime called by this name in Ec- 
clefiaftical Writers. For inftance, Jo. Damafcen thus 
add redes himlelfto Jordanes the Archimandrite^ ® m7«p 

(b') Epjl. ad t«7», si'a* > $ ifyctiapa. (h) 0 mojl Divine Fa - 

til. d ‘ Tri ^~ tber y the Pillar and Ground , or ftay, of Truth. Nay, 
thus zealous perlons in the Laity, efpecially if they 
were of great quality, contributed to the fuppoit 
of the Faith, by fupporting thele Pillars of it. So 
S. Bafil, in one of the forenamed Epiftles, having be^ 
wailed the banifhment of their Bifhops, whom he calls 
the Pillars and Ground of Truth , prays Terentius (a 
Count of the Empire ) to preferve himlelf lafe, that 
they might have lome to reft upon; God having gra- 
(c'j eioujly made him l» -mtnv ip Civ /2a,x.viei& *5 (cj a fup- 

fort and a prof in aH things to us. But they of the 
Clergy more particularly, though of the Order below Bi¬ 
fhops, were lookt upon as having nofmall fhareinthis 
(W) Lib. v. in Office. For S. Cyril of Alexandria (d) having menti- 
Efaim, Tom. oned Chrift as the foundation and believers in him, 
2 * ? ' 7<58 " as frettous Stones built upon him, unto a holy Tem- 
<■ pie ; compares their inftru&ors in the Myfteries of 

Religion to the mojl pretious Stones ( fuch as thole mem 
tioned, LIV. If a. n, 12.) which God ufes, lome in 
laying the foundation, others as buttrefles; lome for 
the Gates, others for the Walls, of the holy City, that 
is, the Church i that all her Children may be taught of 
God. 

V. Nay, one of the forenamed great Doftors of the 
Church warrants me to add, that every pious member 
of the Church, in his place and calling, hath his fhare 

in 
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in this great truft. For whofbever, faith S. Gregory 
Nyffen, (e) is perfected in thefe two great Command- [ e 1 
ments, to love God t and to love his Neighbour , he is 
framed to be stk©- ^ rn< «a» 3 W<«, a Pillar and 

Ground of Truth , according to the language of the A- 
pofile. By both the/we may become fuch Pillars , as Pe¬ 
ter, and James, and John; or if there be any other , 
fmce them , that hath been or [ball be worthy of this 
name. And he doth, in effect, fay the fame in the 
place before named; (/) where he obferves the A-(f; mviti 
poftle requires others to be Pillars, as well as himfelf, M °P S - 
when he faith, ifydioi ytndt, *’i«7hxW?ci/, i Cor. XY. 58. 
be ye fiedfajl ( or Jlable ) unmoveable , abounding always 
in the work of the Lord. For he that is thus firmly 
fixed and fetled (as the word ItfAQ- fignifies) and di¬ 
ligent in well doing, whatfoever trials he hath to 
fhake him, he fupports Religion, he maintains the 
credit of it in the World, he doth great fervicetothe 
Truth, by fhewing how good, how ufeful, how labo¬ 
rious, it makes thofe that embrace it. 

And I am fure it lies upon every one of us, as an in- 
difpenfable duty to hold faff the Truth, and to profefsit, 
and pra&ife it; and, notwithftanding any danger or 
trouble unto which it may expofe us, to teftifie unto 
it, if need be, by conftant, patient, peaceable fade ring 
for Chrift s fake. And he that doth thus, is according 
to his meafure, though never fo mean a perfon in the 
Church, a Pillar and Ground of Truth. And thus The- 
odoret expounds thefe words, he calls the affem - 

bly or congregation of thofe that believe , the Houfe of 
God and the Church: and thefe , he faith, are the 
Pillar and fupportof Truth. For being founded upon the 
Rook, they both remain unjbaken, and preach by their 
deeds the truth of their Doctrine. And Theophyla'lt alfo, 
h iiuWrt d msans. The Church is a conjlitution , 

M2 „„ 





















8x Pillar and Ground of 7 ruth. 

or an affembly of truth : For all things that are done in it, 
are true, nothing fljadorvy, as under the Law, &C. 

VI. I have but one thing further to add; That 
the more and the better they are, who joynin this work, 
the greater fupport they give to the Truth. 

Firjl I fay, the more , the greater number there are 
of thofe who maintain the truth, by preaching, wri¬ 
ting, buffering, or well doing, and the greater credit they 
have in the World ; the Jlronger Pikars they are, and the 
furer doth the truth feem to be in the eyes of thofe 
to whom they reprefent it. Upon which account the 
Doctrine of S. Paul and Barnaba r , which he had re¬ 
ceived by revelation as well as other ApofHes, yet be¬ 
ing communicated to James and Cephas and John, who 
were eminent Pillars, and been approved by them, recei¬ 
ved the more ftrength by their concurrent teftimony, 
II. Ga'. 2, 5, 9. And it was ftill more confirmed by the 
whole Council of Apoftles and Elders at Jerufalem 
( XV. Act. 2. 25.) fo that it was received joyfully at An¬ 
tioch ( V. $1.) and the Churches in other Cities were 
eflabhjbed in the Faith, and increafed in number daily. 
XVI. 4. 5. For which reafon the teftimonyof a-great 
affembly of Bifhops, was a greater fupport and ftrength-. 
ning to the Faith, than the teftimony of fingle perfons. 
They were the principal Truftees, aslobferved before, 
to whole fidelity the truth was committed : and when 
they met together in a Council to difeharge this truft, 
it gave great force to the truth declared by them. Which 
they knew fb well, that in ancient times, fuch Councils 
were wont to defire the confent of other Bifhops, who 

were not there, for the greater eftablifhment and confirma- 

S'clf tionof the Faith, as Theodoret (g) relates of the Council of 
Sardica , whofe Letter he hath let down to all the Bifhops 
in the World; defiring them, V “e/ilK, as, 

prefent. 
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111 1 , pretent in Spirit with them, to content to' their Sy¬ 
nod, and by their fu'bfcription to decree, that concord 
might be preferved, among all their fellow Bifhops 
['iHj every where. Nay, the .great and firft general Conn¬ 
's ^ cil of Nice it telf, O) wrote to the Church of Alex- 

andria , and the reft throughout Egypt,. Libya , an dPen-.jhft. cap. 8, 
tkftu tapolis, to give them an account of their decrees. And 9-. 

%i Conflantm ? alfo certified all abfent. Bifhops, who could^ 
lilk not come to the Council, of their proceedings: That 
there might be one Faith ( as his words are ) and fincere 
of tlrf charity , and a concording Religion , or Piety , preferved 
Ml among them all. 

club It was upon the fame teore that lometime they 
;,ftA tent particularly to the Bifhop of Rome for hiscoii- 

currence ('as the Council of Carthage , ( i) and others Q^foxa 
111,10 did in the bufinefs of Pelagius ) not becaute they ima- xcv, ’ * 

ffijq gined their decrees would be of no force without his 
aju content ( that’s an ungrounded fancy ) but becaute he 
y,L was an eminent Bifhop in the Church of Chrift; by 
lnj t wliofc concurrent teftimony the Truth would be dill 
ticsgi more confirmed, and their Churches would have the 
r ii greater comfort de commtwi participation tm'ms grati& y 
a .m from the common participation of one grace : by knowing,; 
i that is, that they were of the fame belief, 
i The like may be faid of the Martyrs , who, when 
iefm they fuffered in great numbers, gave the more ama- 
j w l@ zing teftimony to the Truth, which terrified the De- 
rt j vil himfelf, and ilaggered their very Judges: as S. Bafd 
M fpeaks (kj of the XL Martyrs , who all together, as if (V 
j they had had but one Mouth, cryed out, when they 0 
..1 were examined, I am a Chrifian. By fuch relblution 
j r|f as this our Religion was not only upheld, but mightily 
a j fl ; increafed: And the more the number of Chriftians in- 
jJ created, the more was Truth fpread abroad, till it grew 
‘ ( to be the prevailing Religion and the Kingdoms of 
L thee. 
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the World became the Kjnzdoms of our Lord, and cf his 
Chrift. 

2. Bat it was not mere numbers that did the bufi- 
nels; for their extraordinary Piety and Purity in thole 
early days, had the greateft hand in it. Which was 
the fecond thing I defired to be noted under this laft 
head, that the better the Pallors and the People are, 
the greater lervicethey do to the Truth; and the more 
prevalent their teftimony is, when it appears by their 
lives, that they have no other intereft to lerve, but that 
of Truth and Godlinefs. 

And when all is done, it will be found that the lan- 
&ity of thole who aflert God’s holy Truth, their pure 
and undefiled Religion which keeps them from being 
[potted by the World , is that which will be the moll 
powerful to move Mens minds, and will make the eafiell 
way for its entertainment in Mens Hearts. Nothing 
can give a Church fuch authority, and make its telli- 
mony fo credible, as its integrity and fincere Devo¬ 
tion ; its fludy of purity in Heart and Life; its de¬ 
fining clearly the good of Souls, and not worldly ad¬ 
vantages; its univerlal charity and kindnels: which 
invites even ftrangers to attend unto it, and much more 
its own Members. 

And therefore I mull note for a conclufion of this 
part of my Dilcourfe, that when we fpeak of the 
Church, i. e. the whole company of believers, and lay 
that it is the Pillar and Ground or eftablifjjment of Truth , 
it is meant principally of thoft, whole Faith brings 
forth fruit and works by love. Thele are the main 
fupporters of the Chrillian Religion; who do not mere¬ 
ly profels it; but are a£led and live by their Faith, 
in all holy obedience to Chrift. For they are livint 
Stones built upon him the foundation of all; the true 
living Body of Chrifi, who are animated by his Spirit, 
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and with whom he hath promifed to make his abode : 
and confequently are the only perfbns, who to purpofe 
fupport and maintain, and defend the Truth. Which 
would in a little time, be fuppreired or obfeured, de¬ 
praved or varied, concealed or mifinterpreted; if the 
wicked only had the conduft of it. Who are no more 
to be accounted Pillars of the Truth , i. e. can no more 
alone fupport and uphold it, than a Reed, a Straw or a 
rotten Stick, can fupport a building. This is the ancient 
Do&rine of the Church itfelf, as appears by what S. Au- 
fiin faies, in his Preface to the Expofition of the XLVUI. 

Pfalm (k)» Where taking the firmament , which was^r^/vm. 
made the fecond day, to bean emblem of the Churchy he Enmatioin 
faith by the Church we ought to under Hand Eccleftam Pfa1, XLVII ‘ 
Chrifi in Sanffis, 8rc. the Church of Cbriji in his S dints ; 
the Church of Chrifi in thofe whofe names are written in 
Heaven, the Church of Chrifi in thofe who do not yield to 
the temptations of this World. Ipfi enim digni funt nomine 
FIRMAMENT!, for thefe are worthy the name of Firma¬ 
ment, or ftrength. Therefore the Church of Chrift in 
thofe qui firmi funt , who are Jlrong ( concerning whom 
the Apofile fpeaks, we that are Jlrong ought to bear the 
infirmities of the weak) is called the FIR MAMENT . 

For hearken and acknowledge, how this Church is called by 
this name in the Apojlolical writings (and then he quotes 
this place to Timothy') which is the Church of the living 
God, columna & firmamentum veritatis,.the Pillar and fup~ 
port of Tmthi 

By thefe principally the Truth is- maintained: For 
k is molt plainly delivered by the Apoftles themfelves, 
that Men. and Women, by their wicked lives, did turn 
Apoftates from the Faiths And we find by experience, 
as well as their inftructions, that nothing doth more 
quench the Spirit of God, nothing is more contrary to 
true Wifdom, than filthinefs and impurity, which we 
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muft abandon therefore, and not think we can do very 
conftderable fervice to the Truth, by the bare profeffion 
of it: but upon the foundation Chrift Jefus, we muft 
ferioufty indeavour to raife the fuperftrudfure of a holy 
life, whereby we fhall adorn, recommend, and effedtual* ( 
ly promote our Religion. . l 

It muft not be denyed indeed,that a multitude profefling , 
true Faith in Chrift, though their lives be not lo regular £ 
as they ought to be, are not unserviceable to our Religi* £ 
on: Nay, in fome cafes, by their fteadinefs in the Truth, ( 

give no fmall fupport unto it. Especially , when they j 

likewife continue united together, by partaking conftant- 
ly of,the fame Sacraments. Whereby they are joyned 
to thofe who are truly good, and remain a part of the ( | 

Chriftian fociety ; till their lives be fo bad that they are • 

thrown out of the Church, as not fit to have Commu* 
man with it. And therefore out of fuch a Church, con* 
Sifting of thofe that profefs the Faith of Chrift intirely, . 
and worfhip him purely, without any dangerous mix¬ 
tures, no Man ought to depart; merely becaufe every 
one therein is not knit to Chrift by fuch hearty love and 0 
obedience as that Faith ought to produce. For they f 
that are only in outward Communion with Such a 
Church, are in a good way to fbmething more: and 81 
therefore ought not to be rejected, as no Chriftians. For ® 
by external Communion, the inward lively Communi- ^ 
on with God our Saviour, is produced, Set forward, and J 
promoted.: and it is Something to own Chrift, and ac- lc l 
knowledge him for our Lord and Mafter i and receive 
.conftant inftrucfions from his Minifters, whereby we 1,1 
are convinced of our duty. • W hich though.it doth not j* 
at prefent make them good and faithful Servants, yet j ® 
they may be fa in time c. and the way to make them fo, ' u 
is not to leave them to them (elves, by Separating i> 
from them ; but to admonifh, reprove and exhort them C 
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to become living Members of Chrift’s Body, that they 
may do him greater fervice, by recommending his Re¬ 
ligion effectually to the World. As all thofedo, who 
feparate from the wickednels of the World , though 
they continue mixed with the wicked that are in the 
Church ; till they can, in an orderly manner and after 
regular proceedings, be thrown out of it. Whereas, 
on the contrary, they who upon pretence of the wick¬ 
ed being mixed with the godly, depart from the external 
Communion of the Church; have very much diflhonoured 
Religion, and help to deftroy the Church byendlefs re¬ 
parations. 

For when they have lo departed from the Church, 
they are not lure they depart from the wicked : though 
it be fure they have left the Communion of a great ma¬ 
ny good Men and Women, who are mingled in com¬ 
mon , with the bad. And what advantage can fuch 
Men propound unto themlelves, or unto true Religion 
and godlinels : when they certainly forlake the jfociety 
of a great many truly good Men, for an imaginary de¬ 
parture from the wicked ? Becaufe after all the care they 
can take, they cannot be fure there are no wicked among 
them : but they leave a Church, in which it is notori¬ 
ous there are a great number of holy People, and ere£t 
Congregations, for ought they can certainly know, of 
fuch as conceit themlelves Religious, merely from this 
feparation. 

This is not the means therefore of upholding Truth, 
and of promoting godlinels. But if we be leriouBy 
bent on that, _ the Apoftle hath Ihown us the way 
in the next Epiftle, 2 Tim, II. 19. Let every one that 
names the name of Chrijl depart from iniquity. Who- 
loever doth lo, he is an excellent Servant of Jefus 
Chrift, and of his Truth : which was promoted by no¬ 
thing more, I might lay by nothing lb much, as by the 
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eminent Piety and Vertue of the firft Preachers of Chri- 
ftianity, and of the generality of thole who were called 
by Chrift’s name. Some bad people there were among 
them (as we learn by the Church of Corinth ) which 
did not unchurch them, nor make them unfit for com¬ 
munion with them. For in a great Houfe (as the 
Apoftle there fpeaks in the next verfe, 2 Tim. II. 20, 21.) 
there are not only vejfels of Gold and Silver , but alfo 
of Wood and of Earth ; and fome to honour , fome to dif 
honour. But if a Man purge himfelf from thefe , he fhall 
be a vejfel unto honour , fanttified and meet for his Mailer's 
ufe , and prepared unto every good work. Thus the Apo¬ 
ftle writes immediately after thefe words, Let every one 
i,hat names the name of Chrift, depart from iniquity. 
Whatloever becomes of others, he fhall become an ufe- 
ful Servant of his Mafter Chrift, a veffel of Honour, or 
an inftrument to do him honour, by being fitted to every 
good work. 

There are eminent teftimonies of this, not only in Chri- 
ftian but in Pagan Writers alfo, that hereby the Truth of 
Chrift prevailed and got the upper hand in the World. 
*£j’i(2.xLix.For Julian * himfelf upbraids the Prieftsof his Religi- 
\nttm Ur p >& marvellous piety of the Galilaans (as he calls 

inugm. Chriftians ) whole lingular Humanity, and Charity even 
to Strangers, nay to Pagans, when thole of their own 
Religion neglected them, together with the gravity of 
their manners and compofed behaviour (though he call 
it feigned) had fuch greateffedt, that by this means, 
' as he acknowledges, Chriftianity fo increafed, that its 
growth could no way be hundred, but by their outdoing 
Chriftians in thefe worthy qualities. 

And fuch an eminent vertue it muft be, and that alone, 
which can reftore our Religion to its primitive luftre: 
Nay, that which will preferve it from being loft, where 
it is planted. For as faft as true piety and vertue de¬ 
cays, 
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cays, lb fa ft doth the Church go to ruin. And there¬ 
fore if we have an hearty love to our own Church, and 
the laving truth of God, which is there profelfed and af- 
ierted, we muft ftudy to uphold it by this means. Not 
by leeking for a purer Church ( which is impolfible, as 
to Faith and Worfhip, and Manners too, to be found), 
but by endeavouring to amend one another, by purify* 
ing our {elves in the firft place from all filthinels both 
of the flefh, and of fpirit; and then by admonishing 
others that do not live as they ought, of the error of their 
ways, and calling them to Repentance. 

Which courle I wilh all they who have leparated from 
our Communion, would confider whether they ever 
took ? Did they not firft forlake us, and then lay, before 
they tried, that we have people incorrigibly wicked a- 
mong us ? This is not the way (to lay nothing of what 
fort of people they have among themlelves ) of faving 
us all from perifhing : but, as it proceeds commonly from 
too much pride, and conceitednels, and from great 
want of Charity; lo it produces lamentable effeCts. 
For under a pretence of making the Church more holy, 
it deftroys both holinels and the Church : by breaking 
the unity of it, by dilgracing Religion , by turning it 
into difputes and vain jangling^ by endlels leparations 
under the notion of greater and more refined purity ; till 
the Church be crumbled into lo many little bits and fra¬ 
ctions,that little more than the name of a Church remains. 

Let us therefore prelerve U ion among our felves 
as much as is poflible, that we may prelerve the 
Church and Truth. And then there may be the more 
hope of reclaiming the ungodly : who will receive an 
admonition or reproof far better from one of their fbci- 
ety, who calls them brethren; than from one that le- 
parates from them as mere Strangers and Foreigners, with 
whom they have nothing to do in matters of Religion. 

N 2 Would 
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Would to God this were more lerioufly pra&ifed a- 
mong us; that we would be as forward, charitably to 
reprove Men for their wickednefs, as we are even to re¬ 
proach them,perhaps uncharitably, for their falfe opinions. 
It might be a means of their cure, an effe&ual remedy for 
their amendment, when pioufly and prudently admini- 
ftred: and a means of bringing thole back, who are gone 
aftray from us, that there may be no diviftons among «*, 
but we may be perfectly joyned together in the fame mind * 
and in the fame judgment* 
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PART III. 


Hon? the Church difcharges this Office> of a 
Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

W HAT the Tfalmijl faith concerning Jerufalem, 
or the Church of the Jews , which was wont 
there to aflemble, is more fully verified in the Chriftian 
Church: Great and glorious things are fpoken of thee, O 
thou city of God , LXXXVII. Rf. i. 1 his great City, 

S. John faw defending out of Heaven, having the glory 
‘of God, XXL Rev. io, u. And in the Verfe before, 
calls this Church, the bride, the lambs wife. There is a 
fpecial prefence, that is, of God in it; and a fpecial love 
of the Lord Jefus to it. For it is, the body of Chrifi, 
and thefulnefs of him that fills allthings. Tothis, S .John 
faith, they fib all bring the glory and honour of the nations: 
againft this, our Saviour promifes, the gates of hell /hall 
not -prevail. The pure water of life, clear as cryftal runs 
therein: here grows the tree of life, ( XXII. Rev. 1,2.) 
and it is, as it were, th e par adife and garden of God. 

Which things Chow what an honour, whatan happi- 
nefs it is, to be a Citizen of this Holy Jerufalem. Who¬ 
mever they be, that by a cordial Faith in Chrift, and 
fincere love to him, joyn themfelves to this Body, are 
made Members of Chrift,. Children of God, Compani¬ 
ons of Angels, and Inheritors of the Kingdom of Hea¬ 
ven. They are under the. protection of the Almighty ;• 

under 
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under the guidance of his Holy Spirit; under the care 
and tender love of that great and glorious Lord, who is 
the Prince of all the kings of the earth , and hath all power 
in heaven , as well as earth, inverted in him. For the 
Church is the houfe and family of God , nay the temple of 
the living God, ( 2 Cor. VI. 17.) for he hath laid, as it 
there follows, I will dwell in them , and walk in them , and 
will be their God , and they fball be my people : I will be a 
Father unto you, and ye jhall be my fons and daughters, faith 
the Lord God Almighty. 

Thefe things are great indeed, and exceeding glorious. 

But not content with thele priviledges, which are as 
a Royal Diadem, and Crown of Glory, on the Head of 
the Church; there are thole who would adorn her with 
prouder Titles: and let her forth in an adulterous drefs, 
and a prefumptuous glory; making her, in a manner, 
equal to her Head, the Lord Chrirt. For they have 
Ciatcht one of the incommunicable properties of God, 
and fixt it, as a Jewel, on the top of the Churches 
Crown : telling us that lhe is an infallible Guide, who 
cannot miflead us. That is, though lhe may go aftray, 
and play the Harlot, in life and practice, yet lhe cannot 
err, nor miftake in her judgment ' So that if we liften 
to what file lays, we Jhall never wander, but always be 
in the right. 

For the proof of this, they firft fuppofe themfelves to 
be the Church of Chrift, and they alone: and then they 
abufe this place of Holy Scripture, to alfert this Divine 
Prerogative to be in his Church; that is, in themfelves. 
But I have expofed the bold folly of thele pretences by 
fhowing, that the Church here fpoken of is the Church 
of Ephefus ; and that Timothy was the principal Pillar 
and Ground of Truth in this Church. W hich doth not 
rtgnifie, I have Ihown, that either the Church, or Timo¬ 
thy, were the very Foundation of the Chriftian Faith, 

upon 
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upon whole credit the Authority, the Truth, and Cer¬ 
tainty of all Religion depends: but the Supporters of the 
Truth; who teftified, maintained,upheld,and propaga¬ 
ted the Faith of Chrift. 

For the more full underltanding of which, I fliall 
briefly ihow (beforeI proceed to the lajl thing propoun¬ 
ded)^/? what power it is that we herein alcribe to the 
Church; particularly to the Bifhops and Governors 
thereof: Secondly , what power it cannot pretend unto, 
nor ought to be yielded to any Church, or Perlon what- 
foever. 

I. As for the firft of thele, what the power is we al¬ 
low the Church, when we lay it upholds, maintains and 
teftifies to the Truth, it is as much as to enquire of what 
Authority the Teftimony of the Church is, how much 
it ought to weigh with us, and how far we ought to 
yield to it: to the Teftimony, for inftance, of the pre¬ 
lent Church of which we are Members ( for it hath as 
much Authority as any other) when it propounds Truth 
to us, and prelfes it upon our belief. Are we to believe 
it, meeriy becaule the Church faith it ? 

In anl’wer to which we affirm, that the Teftimony of 
the Church, is that whereby we are both informed of 
the Truth, and induced, , as by the fir ft external motive to 
Faith in Chrift. Mr. Hooker calls it the Kjy, as others 
do the Door , which lets us into the knowledge of the 
great Myftery of Godlinefs, which is preferved in this 
Houle of God. 

If we allow it not this, we allow it nothing: nor can 
it, or any Perlon in it, be laid to be a Pillar and Ground 
of Truth , uniefs it do fomethingto the bringing us ac¬ 
quainted with the Truth; which it propounds and lets 
before us, and teftifies to .be that which Chrift hath left 
with his Church, to be delivered down to all Generati- 
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ons. For it conveys the Holy Scriptures to us, and calls 
upon us to confider and ftudy them : that therein, by the 
help of the Pallors of the Church ( to whom this Of¬ 
fice, I have fhown, principally belongs ) we may find all 
necelfary Truths,in order to our Salvation. Which Telli- 
mony being theTeflimony of Men, that profels Faith¬ 
fulness,Honefty and a good Confidence, as the great thing 
in their Religion, is the higheftof all humane Tellimo- 
nies : and cannot but work very llrongly and powerfully 
upon Mens minds, when Chriftians are fiich as they 
profels to be : and as they are, it ought to work thus far 
upon all forts of Men, even upon thole who are out of 
the Church; as to incline them to have a reverend re¬ 
gard to that Faith and thole Scriptures, and to look into 
them and confider them; which they lee luch multitudes 
of People, and lome of them very wile, as well as devout, 
conftantly elleem as the very Truth of God, tranfmitted 
to them from his Son, by the Apoftles, who attended on 
him from his firll appearing, till he went to Heaven. 

This moved S. Auftin when he was yet in part an In¬ 
fidel, being a Manichee , to believe the Golpel, according 
to that famous Dilcourle of his, in anfwer to the Epi- 
Rle of Manichtus, which contained in a manner the whole 
Belief of that party; Ego non crederem Evangelio, nifi 
O) Tom. VI. me Ecclefa Catholics author it as commoveret (m) ; which 
contra Epiflo- t0 b e t hus tranflated, according to the Phrale of the 
tCcaf. Africans , I had not believed the G of gel, unlefs the Autho¬ 

rity of the Catholique Church had moved me thereunto. 
For it is evident (as hath been fhown by our Writers, 
00 d. mu- fince the beginning of the Reformation * ) he Ipeaks of 
i^rum de fa- himfelf when a Manichee , as the words immediately fol- 
C jf fclfS. lowing declare, Thofe whom I obeyed when they [aid, Be¬ 
lieve the Gofpel ; why fhould I not obey when they fay. Do 
not believe Manichaeus ? Which doth not fignifie that the 
credit of the Gofpel,, is founded upon the Churches Au¬ 
thority, 
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rity, but that this was the firft motive to incline him to 
look into the Golpel, and con Oder it as a Divine Book, 
which would inform him in the way of Salvation. Thus 
he explains himfelf in the very foregoing Chapter,where 
letting alide the fincere Wildom taught in the Church, 
which they would not believe, he reckons up abundance 
of other things, which might ferve to keep him in the 
Catholique Church, viz. the confent of People and Na¬ 
tions, &c. and then thus concludes: ‘ Thefe numerous 

* and great,and molt dear tyes of the Chriffian name, may 
1 very well hold a Man that believes in the Catholique 

* Church ", although by reafon of the forvnefs of his under- 
‘ funding, or the defetts of his life , the truth do not yet 
‘ {how it felf mofi openly unto him. Whereas among the 
‘ Manichees there were none of thefe things to invite, 

<■ or to hold him, but a bare promile of Truth wherewith 

< they made a noife : which if they could have fhown 

< fo manifeftly that it could not be doubted, he confelfes 
‘ it was to be preferred before all thole things, whereby 
‘ he was held in the Catholique Church. 

Which words are an evident proof that hefpeaks of 
the Authority of the Church, as only moving and in¬ 
ducing him to believe the Scriptures, and to joyn him¬ 
felf to their Society, before the TRUTH was mani- 
fefted to him; which he was to find there (in the Scri¬ 
ptures) and which he preferred before the Authority of 
the Church. Which he, ellewhere, tells the Donatijts 
was not to be believed upon its own credit ; 4 But whe- l. de unit an 
‘ ther they hold the Church, let them not Ihow but from ca t- 
4 the Canonical Books of the Divine Scriptures: for we ’ 

< neither do not fay that we ought to be believed , becaufe 

< wc ar e in Chrifts Church , becaufe that Church which 
1 we hold was commended to us by Optatus, or Ambrofe , 

< or other innumerable Bithops of our Communion, or 
‘ becaufe it is approved by Councils, or becaufe Mira- 

O 4 cles 
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1 cles are every where wrought in it: Thefe and fuch j Ul 

4 like things , are therefore to he approved, becaufe they are 0 


* done in the Catholique Church : hut it is not therefore ma- 
4 nifejled to he the Catholique Church, hecaufe thefe things 
1 are done in it. Our Lord Jefus himfelf, when he role 
‘ from the dead, and offered his Body to be touclit as 
1 well as leen by his Dilciples, left they fhould think 
4 there was any fallacy in it, judged it meet rather to con- 
4 firm them by the tejlimonies of the Law, and the Prophets 
4 and Pfilms ; fhowing how all things were fulfilled, 
4 which were predicted. And lo he commanded his 
4 Church , faying, that repentance and remiffion of (in 
4 fhould be preached in his Name, beginning at Hierufalem » 
This he teftified was written in the Law, the Prophets 
and Plalms: this we hold commended from his Mouth. 
Thefe are the Documents, thef ? the Foundations, thefe the 
Jlrong Grounds of ourCaufe. We read in the Aftsof the 
Apoiiles of fome Believers, that they fought the Scri¬ 
ptures daily, w T hether thole things were fo. What Scri¬ 
ptures ? but the Canonical Books of the Law and the 
Prophets: 4 to which are added the Gofpels, the Apojloli - 
4 cal Epijlles , the Acts of Apojlles , and the Revelation of 
4 S. John. Search all thefe, and bring forth fometfiing 
4 manifeft, whereby ye may demomftrate the Church, ei¬ 
ther to have remained only in Africa , or to be to come 
4 out of Africa, &c. This is an illuftrious Teftimony, 
he thought the Church it folf was to be warranted by. 
the Scriptures, which did not therefore receive their Au¬ 
thority from the Church, but give it all the Authority 
it hath. And after all, it was not the Authority of the 
prelent Church barely that moved him when he was a 
^ 5 Manichee', but* of the Catholique Church from the be- 

Anfwer to $ g innin g- Occham * thinks he fpeaks of the Church in the 
Fijhtr's fe- Apoftles times alone, which moved him to Believe. 



cond Con¬ 
ference, 24. 


And others ( as Gabriel Biel ) confels he (peaks of the 

Authority 
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The Tillar and Ground of Truth. pp 

Authority of the Church, a tempore Chrijli & Apofiolo- 
rum, he. from the time of Chrift and of the Apoftles 
down to his days. 

Such Authority cannot but weigh very much, even 
with thofe that do not yet believe, if it be ferioufly pon¬ 
dered : but much more with thole, that are already Chri¬ 
stians. Whether they be Novices and weaklings, who 
are as yet doubtful in the Faith, though in the Church: 
the Teftimony and Authority of it, ought to confirm and 
quiet their minds ( as it did S. Aufttns, it appears by 
the place before-named ) and keep them clofe to the 
Chriftian Society, till they may themfelves come better 
acquainted with the Truth, and more fully underftand 
the Holy Scriptures, which the Church delivers to them, 
and puts into their hands, as the Word of God. Or 
whether they be more grown Chrifiims ( and indeed all 
forts of Perfons in the Church) who ought to be lb far 
wrought upon even by its Authority, as to be perfwa- 
ded thereby to read conftantly, to confider and ponder 
ferioufly, and to practife thofe plain Leflons faithfully, 
which the Holy Scripture teaches them ; till it work ef¬ 
fectually upon their hearts, and purge them fo through¬ 
ly from all bad affections, that they may more perfectly 
underftand the Truth. 

Thus much is indilputable; for God hath appointed 
outward means for the conveying Divine Truth, to our 
Belief; and this means is ordinarily the Church: to 
which we afcribe thefe two great things, in this bufinefs.. 

(p) Fir ft) the office of a Witnefs , teftifying the Autho- (»Anfwerto 
rityof Holy Scripture to us: Secondly, of an lnfirument charity mi ; 
in Gods Hand, to lead us into the underftanding of the " a cn,,sv ‘ s * f * 
Scriptures, and by its Miniftry, in preaching and ex¬ 
pounding them, to beget a Divine Faith in us. 

But further than this, we cannot, we muft not go. For 
the laft refolution of our Faith is not into the Teftimony 

O 2 of 
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of the Church, but into the Teftimonyof God himfelf, 
which we find recorded in the Holy Scripture, delivered 
by the Church unto us. Thus S. Auftn moil admirably 
(?) cap.xiw. dilcourles in that very Book againit Manichaus (q) his 
C °bamvfcan Letter, from whence the fore-named faying, (I had not 
‘fundament!. believed the Gofpel , unlefs the Churches Authority had mo¬ 
ved me to it ) is wont,, at every turn, to be objected to us, 
by thole of the Romijh perfwafion. Thou doji nothing , 
but praife what thou believe ft , and deride what I believe. 
Now fince I can be even with thee, and do the very fame , 
praife what I believe , and deride what thou believeft what 
is to be done ? but that we leave and relinquifh thofe, who in¬ 
vite us to know things certain ; and afterwards require us 
to believe things uncertain (let thole of the Roman Church 
mark this ) and that we follow them , who invite us firjl to 
believe , that which we cannot yet fee into that being made 
flronger in the Faith it f elf, we may come to underjlandwhat 
we believe: NOT MEN NO\Y, BUT GOD HIM¬ 
SELF INWARDLY ESTABLISHING AND IL¬ 
LUMINATING OUR MIND. 

It is impoffible to. read this paffage, and not fee that 
this Father thought our Faith is not ultimately relolved 
into the Teftimonyof the Church: but by that,being 
invited to believe the Holy Scriptures, we are eftablilhed 
( upon the ferious reading of them ) in the Cbriftian 
Faith, and Knowledge of the Truth, by God himlelf. 
Upon whofe Word, in the Holy. Scripture, and not upon 
Men, we bottom our Faith. Upon the Teftimony and 
Authority of God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoft : 
and the Teftimony of divine Men, infpired by them ; 
who by, Miracles, and Signs, and mighty Deeds, and a* 
prophetical Spirit, proved themlelves to be lent of God \ 
and have left his Mind and Will upon.Record in the 
Scriptures of Truth. Which the Church indeed, in all 
parts of. the World hath keptand preferved,and faithfully.' 
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The Villi? and Ground of Truth. 

tranfmitted down to'#, and now.'propounds^tk) our 
Faith: but it is not merely what the Church f^th, that 
makes us believe; but what God himfclf faith:m the 
Holy Scriptures, concerning his Son Jefua Chrift, and 
what lefus Chrift faith, concerning his riling from the 
Dead, and fending the Holy Ghoft upon the Apoftles. 
Which being fulfilled, evidently proved him to be the 
Son of God, the Saviour of the World: and them to 
be his Apoftles, and Minifters, who declared to Men 
the true wav of Salvation. 

So the Church direds and guides us to die Scriptures 
of Truth'; but they refolve and affureour Faith, being 
the very Word of God. The authority of God s Church 
is the firft motive, which leads us to efteem the Sctn 
ptures: but being led thither, we find mthe matter of 
them that which gives us full fatisfadion, by 
om* oains in reading, or hearing, and confidering the M v- 
fteriL contained therein. The Church holds out this 
light to us; but it is by this light that we fee what is the 
mind and will of God. To this the Church points 
S and bids us attend to it; for this it difpoles and 
prepares us; it leads us by the hand to this as on~ 
Fy fore foundation of our Faith; f becaufe herein we- 
find God himfelf fpeaking to us ) and rnoreovet by 
the Miniftery of the Church we are affifted in under- 
{landing defence of the Holy Scriptures : but they 
contain inthemfelves that D i vine Authorny and Ti ut 
whereby we come to a certain Faith. The Church tell 
us fuch and fuch things are true;, and we ftnd them 
to be fo, by examining the Scriptures. W hieh the 

Ber^ns /earthed duly , xvhether thofe things mre fo, 
which the Apoftles preached : ami therefore m my of 
them believed not merely becaufe the Apoftles tend 
them they ought foto do, but becaufe they tad what 
they faid, in the:Holy Scriptures, XVII, Jet* n,12. 
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And fb far as any Church (peaks according to the, 
truth contained therein, it is to be believed and follow¬ 
ed. But if it bring no Divine word for its warrant, 
if it propound other Doftrines, which are not there, it 
hath no authority to make fuch Doftrines, the matter of 
our Faith : much lels, to let up its own authority above 
the Scriptures ; as they do who fay, The Scriptures re¬ 
ceive their authority from the Church Which is the 
Dofltrine of no left Men than Baronins and Bellarmine , to 
name no more. 

The former of (r) which argues, that becaufe we 
receive thele Holy Books, to be writings of the A- 
poftles and Evangelifts, and not forged under their 
Names, upon the teftimony of the Church; therefore 
all the writings of the New Teftament, received their 
authority from the Churches tradition; which is fun¬ 
dament um Scripturarum, as he ventures to fay, the foun¬ 
dation of the Scriptures. The other (s) is no left po- 
fitive, that if we take away the authority of the pre- 
fcnt Church, and the prefent Council, we call in doubt 
the whole Chriftian Faith. For the firmnefs of all an¬ 
cient Councils, and of all Doff rines , depends upon the au¬ 
thority of the prefent Church. 

This is very prefumptuous talk: for by the Church 
they mean themfelves; and then by the teftimony of 
the Church (that is their own teftimony) they mean 
fuch a Divine witneft, as allures us by its own autho¬ 
rity, without any other proof. Which, are the great 
points of difference between us, in this matter. For 
we aflert, firjl , that the office of leading Men to the 
Holy Scriptures, and fo to Faith, belongs to every 
Church as much as to them : and, fecondly , that no 
Church can bring People to Faith by its own tefti¬ 
mony and authority, but by the Do&rine of the Ho¬ 
ly Scriptures : nor is any Church whatfbever to be 
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The Pillar and Ground of 'Truth. 

heard in matters of Divine Truth, further than it 
can prove its Doctrines by the authority of God’s Word, 
and teaches things agreeable thereunto. 

11 . Which leads to the Second thing ; briefly to 
fhew what power and authority the Church cannot 
pretend unto in matters of Faith. 

1. _ And, fir ft, it appears by what hath been laid, 
that it hath not a Sovereign, Abfolute , Prophetical au¬ 
thority, independent upon the Rule of the Holy Scri¬ 
ptures : lo that we muft take whatfbever it faith for true, 
without confulting them. This is the ambitious pre¬ 
tence of the great Doctors of the Roman Church, who 
give the Church (meaning thereby the prefent Roman 
Church ) an authority over all things, not depending on 
the Scriptures; but upon which the Scriptures themfelves 
depend : So that without the authority of this Church, 
all truth is doubtful. Which is a manifeft principle of 
Infidelity*, making all Religion ftand to the courtefie 
of a company of Men, who in fuch matters are the 
leaft to be trufted of all other Chriftians that we are ac¬ 
quainted withall. 

2. The Church hath no authority to propound any 
Do&rine, as neceffary to Salvation, which is not deli¬ 
vered in the Holy Scriptures; but depends folely on the 
authority of its own Tradition. This is another of their 
ambitious attempts, who having arrogated to themfelves 
alone the whole power of the Church ; make that power 
fo unlimited, that it can fupplythe defers of the Scri¬ 
pture ; and make things, unwritten to become matters 
of Faith. Which is fuch an unbounded Prerogative, that 
we may have a new Faith, as often as they pleafe to 
pretend a Tradition for it; though they cannot prove it. 
lor we muft reft in the authority of the prefent Church 
which affirms it; and that againft the verv Scripture it 
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Ihe Tillar and Ground of Truth. 

ft If, which tells us it is able to make a Man of God per¬ 
fect ; and again ft the teftimonyof the Univerfal Church, 
which, I havelhown, forbids the producing of any other 
Faith but that which was evidently delivered by the 
Apoftles there. 

3. We cannot allow the Church an Infallible authori¬ 
ty, that is, fitch an alii dance in her Do&rines and pro¬ 
pofols, that flic cannot err in any thing fhe defines. In 
Controverfies indeed ariling about matters of Faith, we 
(f) Artie, xx. own and reverence the authority of the Church (/) ;lo 
as not to conteft the publique judgement, but to prefer 
it before our own private conceits, in doubtful things. 
But as it ought to proceed in its determinations by the 
Rule of Gods word ; So we think it poffible it may mi¬ 
ff a ke in the application of this Rule: and therefore we 
do not blindly refign our felves to its authority, with¬ 
out all regard to the Holy Scriptures; unto which the 
Church ought to have a refpedt in all its determinations. 
No, that’s another proud pretence of the prelent Roman 
Church, that they cannot mi flake in their definitions: 
and therefore we muft fubmit unto them without exa¬ 
mination. From whence this intollerable milchief hath 
infued, that it hath made them both infonfible of their 
errors, and carelefo to leek any cure of them, nay utter¬ 
ly incapable of a remedy. For as one of our own Di- 
(upr.Pomr'i vines excellently fpeaks (») (whole words thole are) 
Anfwer to this conceit of their Infallibility is to them both a fuffi- 
ftaien^ci.5. tient reafon for that which is moji unreafonable ; and a fuf- 
ficient anfwer to that which is moji unanfiverable , T0 this 
they retreat upon all occafions, when they are not able 
to maintain their ground; they have no other way to 
defend their errors, when they are plainly fet before their 
eyes, but to tell us confidently they cannot err. Which 
is a very Itrange boldnefs; for we demonftrate, in ma- 
iiay inliances, that they have errederred moft grolly: 
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particularly in this, that they have added new Articles' 
to the old Creed, to be believed under pain of Dam¬ 
nation; and added a new Canon of Scripture to the 
Old Teftament, againft the cleared: evidence in the Re¬ 
cords of the UniverSal Church, that the Books they 
have newly received, were never acknowledged for Ca¬ 
nonical Scripture. 

If by the Church indeed, they would understand, the 
Church truly Catholique, the whole Body of Clirift in 
all times, places and ages ; and if by matters of Faith, 
they would understand thole grand Articles which I 
have mentioned in the firft part of this DiScourSe ; and 
if by being Infallible , they would underftand not an ab- 
folute impoflibility of erring ( which humane nature is 
not capable of) but not actual error: there are none of 
us make any queftion, but the Church is Infallible. 
That is, the whole Church hath not erred, nor Shall not 
err, in the whole Faith, or in any necelfary part there¬ 
of : for Such error v^buld cut Men off from Chrift, the 
head *, and lb leave him no Church at all; which is impofc 
fible. It hath been the ve.ry Scope of firSt my Dilcourle, 
to Show that die Church hath always kept the great fun¬ 
damental truths of our Religion, and not erred in them; 
but tranfmitted them down to us, whole and undefi¬ 
led : till the Church of Rome , in the Council of Trent, 
corrupted the Faith, by their errors, which they have 
mixed with it. ' v \ 

For to a particular Church, Such as that of Rome is, 
we cannot allow this priviledge of not erring : becauSe 
we know they have erred, even in fundamental Truths, 
and thereby cealed to be Churches. WitneSs thofe glo¬ 
rious Churches, to which Chrift hinaSelf Sent his Letters* 
by S. John the Apoftle* 
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Thefe Prerogatives therefore not belonging to any 
Church : every one muft be content with thole two Of¬ 
fices before mentioned ; w hich are fufficient. Firjl, The 
Office of a Witnefs teftifying the authority of the Holy 
Scriptures, unto its members : Secondly , of Gods injlru- 
ment , by whole Miniftry, in opening, expounding, and 
urging the Holy Scriptures, the Holy Ghofl: begets a ' 
divine Faith in us. And by performing thefe Offices, 
it fupports, and continues, and propagates the Truth \ 
and lo may be called the Pillar and Ground thereof. 

The meaning of which I fhall now diftinclly let be¬ 
fore the Readers eyes; that I may give a fhort account 
of the fourth and laft thing propounded, in the begin¬ 
ning. 



IV. 

Horv the Church may appropriate to it f elf this Title. 

1. Firjl, Every Church, and every perfbnin it, ef- 
peciallythe Bifhopsand Paftors, are the Pillar and Ground 
of Truth, officio, by Duty and jOffice: whereby they are 
obliged to keep, maintain and uphold the Truth. This 
always was, and always will be incumbent on them \ 
which is fufficient to fill up the fenfe of fuch attributes 
as thefe : which do not always note performance of Du¬ 
ty, but only obligation to it. As when our Saviour faith 
to his Dilciples, Te are the fait of the Earth : it doth not 
fignifie that they were necelfarily fo ( for he fuppoles 
immediately the fait might lofe its favour ) but that they 
ought to be lo ; and if they were not lb, would be good 
for nothing , but to be cajl out and trodden under foot * 
Matth. V. 13 . 

2. But Secondly, The firft Churches of Chrift, in the 
Apoftles times, were a£fu & effetfu, actually and effe¬ 
ctually the Pillar of Truth : that is, they faithfully dif- 
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The Pillar and Ground of Truth . 

charg’d this Office, and perform’d their Duty, conftantly 
maintaining the Truth as it is in Chrift, in its purity and 
fimplicity. For the Apoftles were a part of thole Churches, 
whom God led into all Truth: which they taught fin- 
cerely and intirely while they lived ; -and do at this day, 
inftru&us, in the Holy Scriptures, in the whole Truth, 
necelfary to our Salvation. 

3. But we cannot lay the lame of all fucceeding 
Churches, that they did faithfully perform this office, 
though in duty they alio were bound Io to do. No, 
fome of them were fo far from being Pillars of the Truths 
that they let it fall to the ground. We have ftrange in- 
ftances of it,with which I fhall not fill thele Papers, in the 
Hiftory of the Church which fhow us that if we take 
not heed to our felves, and the Do&rine that is delivered 
to us, we have nofecurity, that we, or any ocher parti¬ 
cular Church, fhall continue firm and ftedfaft fupporters 
of the Truth. For Pillars themfelves may decay; and, 
if they be not welllookt after, will go to ruin, and fall 
to the Earth. 

4. Even this very Church of Ephefus , which was a 
Pillar and Ground of Truth , while Timothy prefided in 
it, afterward began, before all the Apoftles were dead, 
to remit its frft love and zeal for the Truth (II. Rev. 4.) 
and now is utterly fubverted and not to be found. 
Which is a demonftration the Apoftle did not in thefe 
words, intend to teach that the Church cannot err, but 
that (as I faid) it is in duty bound, by its calling and 
Office, to prelerve the Truth pure and intire. For he 
himfelf forelaw this Church would be haunted with 
grievous Wolves , after his departure (Jcl. XX. 29, 30.) 
who no doubt came in Sheeps clothing : as they alfo 
among themfelves did, who he foretold would arile 
[peaking perverfe things to draw Difciples after them. And 
immediately after he had here called the Church or . 27 - 
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mothy, the Pillar of Truth ; headmonifihes him (in the n0 ' 
beginning of the next Chapter, IV. 1,2.) that there 
would be an apoflafie from the Faith, as the Spirit ex- ' ,er ) 
prefy declared. For according to what our Saviour pre- 
di6ted> there was fcarce any Church, but the Enemy -that 

. lowed Tares among the Wheat r which very much li® 

hindred the growth thereof. So we are informed by W 

Eu$Mfi! L very ancient Chriftian Hiftorian ; who f faith i t 

3 f ’ that as foon as the facred Quire of Apoftles were dead, ft* 

and that Generation was gone, who had heard the infpi- Si& 

red Wifdom with their own ears, then begun #*>«,>*** 0 

-f rtccm, a Con [piracy or Combination of impious or 1 ( 1 ^ 
atheifiicaL error,* by the- deceit of falfe teacliers ; who I* 

make- a bare-lae’t oppofition to the Truth of the afthe 

, Gofpeh ’ km 

And yet for all this, the fpeech of the Apoftle is pro- 111 

per enough : For a Church or its Pallor may be the Pillar H,fn 

of Truth, in regard of their duty, as I have often faid , , »his 

though they prove negligent in their Office. Juft as the i U 

Priejl among the Jews was. called,, the mejfenger. of the ii 

Lord of Hojls, whole lips jhould fopreferve knowledge, that tito 

the people jhould feek the Law at his month j~ becaufe fc( 

this was the end of his Office, for which he was ordain- otio 

ed : though at the fame time, the Prophet complains, bn 
that they were departed out of the way , and caufed many kl 

to fumble at the Law: and had corrupted the Covenant of pi 

Levi, Mai. IF. 7, 8-. The like we.read; in . other places It A 

of the holy Book, that the Prophets were not true to ui 

their ti uft, but oedated the’ vifionsof their own heart fitt 

not the Word of the- Lord: and lead the people into * 

error and falfhood ; feeding them with lies, inftead of m 
Truth. 

5. Further- I muft obferve, that there is no promife i 
made-to-any particular Church, that it fhall always be a £, 
ififlat of Truth-no not to the Church- of Rome, which 

nom 
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now laboldly lays claim,and that folely,to this-privi-ledge. 
But quite contrary there is a terrible threatning to this 
very Church, included in that admonition which this 
very Apoftle gives them. Which is lufficient to fhow 
that Chrift gave no fuch priviledge to this Church, as 
if that it fhould never err: but direflly contrary, Hippo* 
fed it might err, and err even to Apoftafie; when he 
i bids them take heed left they were cut off by unbe- 

\ lief-, as the Jews were, from the fellowfhip of the 

? Saints. Read XI. Rom . 20, 21, 22*. They (fpeaking 

r of the Jews ) were broken off by unbelief: and thou 

i * ( fpeaking to the Roman Chriftians) ftandeft by faith. 

5 i Be not high minded, but fear . ( hearken to this, O ye 

it of the prelent Roman Church). For if God [pared not 

the natural branches , take heed left he alfo [fare not thee: 
0. Behold thegoodnefs and feverity of God: on them-which 

r felly feverity ; but towards thee , goodnefs , if thou continue 

I, in his goodnefs: OTHERW IS £. THO V ALSO 

it SHALT BE CVX OK 

I From whence we may thus argue; if God had gran- 1 

I I ted to the Roman Church, the privilege of being a 
ill Pillar of Truth, infallibly and immutably, unto all Ge- 
|. nerations ; all thele fuppofitions were vain, and theft ex- 
j hortations utterly needleft and frivolous: .for it would 
j( have been ablblutely. impoflible, it fhould be cut off, 

,• and ablblutely neceffary it fhould continue. And yet 
5, the Apoftle plainly luppoles otherwife, and took it for 
l granted it might; fail. For thele two are direftly op- 

polite, to Jlandznd to fall ; to continue, and to be cut off ; 
m to be an Everlafting Biliary and to be broken off; For it 

j[ isproper to a Pillar to ftand and fupport: but to be cut 

off, (as.he luppoles they might be) is to fall to the 
f ( Ground, and not to be able to fupport ones felf, much-- 
lels others. 
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Now that they of that Church have gone far towards 
this condition ( according to the Apoftles fuppofition ) 
byfalfifying the Truth of Chrift, even part of the Apo¬ 
litical Faith (and fo have not continued a firm and 
ftedfaft Pillar of Truth, but maintained and fupported 
dangerous Errors and Herefies ) is apparent from this 
alone, if there were no more: that they limit and con¬ 
fine the Catholique Church to themielves alone; and 
exclude all other Chriftians from it, who will not fub- 
mit to their Bifhop and Decrees. The Impiety of which 
is fo great, that it is not eafie to be expreffed: for it is 
in Truth, to make the Church not Catholic[ue but Parti¬ 
cular. How new, falle, lacrilegious, foandalous, fchifc 
matical and heretical, this one Article of the Roman 
Creed is; one of our own (jf) Bilhops hath demonftrated 
evidently in a Book on purpofe (to which I refer the 
Reader ) which he had realbn to call the GRAND 
IMPOSTURE. 

It would inlarge this Treadle too much beyond my 
intention, or elfo it would be eafie to fhow, both when 
they began to let Truth fall to the Ground, and how they 
proceeded to fail in their duty, and to betray their trull; 
till they quite altered the ancient Catholique Faith, in 
the Council of Trent. Which now they cry up as the 
great Pillar of Truth: when it did nothing but lend a 
lame fupport to the moll notorious fallhoods; which it 
ellablilhed as Doctrines of Faith , when they were before 
but erroneous Opinions in that Church. J call it lame, be- 
caule of the numerous flaws that there were, both in the 
conllitution, and in the proceedings of that Council; 
which make it of no Authority. For in the very begin¬ 
ning of it (^), they decreed that no Man fhould wrejl 
the Scripture, to a fenfe contrary to that which the holy 
mother-Church ( i. e. themielves) hath held and holds. 
And fo eftablilhed all the Tenents of that Church, be¬ 
fore 
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fore they examined them by the Scripture: and engaged 
themfeives to contradict their own Decree, by wrefting 
the Scriptures to their own fenfe, for the maintenance of 
what their Church then held. All the Bilhops like- 
wile, there affembled, were fworn to lupport the .Pa¬ 
pacy of the Roman Church, and the Rules of the holy Fa¬ 
thers : whereby they were obliged to maintain the Ufur- 
pations of that See upon all the Bifhops in the World ; 

( whole Authority was thrown down, and thereby the 
Pillars of the Truth ( as I have IheWn them to be ), 
trampled under foot, when Boniface was declared Uni- 
verlal Bilhop) and upon Kings and Princes, whom Hil¬ 
debrand trod under foot: yea upon the whole Church; 
over which Pope Leo exalted himfelf, when he got it 
declared in the Later an Council, that he was above a 
General Council, and the Univerfal Church (*) : being (X) s t ff. xr. 
blalphemoufly called, by his flatterers, the Spoufe of the 
Church , the Lyon of the Tribe of Judah. From which 
veryPhrafe of Spoufe, no lefs Man than Bellarmine (aj (a) i.ii. de 
himfelf labours to prove the Pope to be abfolutely above Aun ° r - 
the Vniverfal Church, and above a General Council: be- ’ 
caufe it is contrary to the Apoftle, and to the order of 
Nature, that the Wife fhould be above the Husband. 

This is fufficient to Ihow what we ought to think 
of the prefent Roman Church ; which is fo far from be¬ 
ing Infallible, that it hath erred more than any other 
Church. 

6 . But though there be no promife either to that or 
any other particular Church, of being preferved from 
Error, yet the Univerlal Church, in feme part or other 
of it, we are lure will always be a Pillar and Ground 
of the whole Truth, neceffary to Salvation: becaufe 
our Saviour hath promifed the gates of hell fhall not pre¬ 
vail againjl it. That is, the Church fhall be perpetual:: 
which it cannot be, unlefs it hold the Truth intirely 

whereby 
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whereby it is joyned to Chrift its Head. And thus one 
(b) Turners- of their own Cardinals (b) underftood the Infallibility 
’eccU^'lii ^ ie Church,with which they now make lo much nolle. 

f.9i.b-i.iii. When we fay, l The Church cannot err in Faith or Man - 
c. do. 4 ne rs , it mull be thus taken, according to the Doctrine 
4 of the Fathers; that God doth fo affiji his Church to the 
1 end of the World, that the true Faith {ball never fail out 
4 of the fame. For to the World’s end, there fhall be no 
1 time, wherein fome, though ally fhall not have true Faith 
4 working by Love. Unto this expofition we heartily 
fubmit: but that the prelent Church of Rome, or indeed 
any other particular Church, cannot degenerate, and 
depart from the right Faith, we can by no means al¬ 
low ; but think our felves bound by the moft lacred 
tyes, to oppofethefe arrogant pretences, that the Church 
is Infallible , and that they are the Church. They are no 
more the Church, than any other company of Men, 
profelling the Chriftian Faith: nor lb much neither, 
for there are truer Believers than they. I have proved 
alio that other Churches have erred, and therefore lo 
may they: nay, they have erred, and that lo grofly, as 
to be able by no other means to maintain their errors, but 
by pretending they cannot err. 

And therefore let no Man be lo forgetful of thele 
things as to truft them to be his Guides; fancying they 
cannot millead him. They have milled thofe that rely 
upon them ; and have led them into a maze , .or laby ? 
rinth, in which it is impoflible for them to find their 
way, and know what is the Truth. For if we fhould 
grant them their -Church cannot err, they are not 
agreed, nor ever will, what.they mean by the Church. 
Whether the whole body of Chriftian People ( which is 
the new Herefie among them, as fbme of themlelves call 
it) or a General Council , ( which the learnedft and belt 
Men among them maintain ) or the Pope.- who hath » 
... great 
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great many on his fide; blit they cannot agree, about 
the manner of his definition ( whether alone, or in a Ge- . 
neral Council), nor about the time (whether at any 
time, or only when he relblves to publifh Doctrines, 
as matter of Faith), nor about the matter (.whether all 
things, even matters of faff or only matters of Faith J ; 
and after all, no body can tell, when there is a true 
Pope. So that all their Faith falls to the Ground, and 
they cannot be certain of any thing they believe ; be- 
caufe they cannot be certain of the very Ground and 
Foundation of their Faith: which is their Church. 

Thefe things I have only briefly toucht ( which are 
more largely handled in other Books ) that the Readers 
may be fenfible how happy they are who are freed 
from thefe Impoftures. And that our People may know 
their duty, in this Church of England, whereof by the 
Grace of God they are Members; I fhall conclude 
this Treatife with Six Confiderations more: whereby 
the whole, I hope, will be made more ufeful. 

I. Fir ft, I defire every one, to confider, from what 
I have feid, that this Church, in which we are, is cer¬ 
tainly as much a Pillar and Ground of Truth , as any 
other: nay , more than many other Churches. For 
we openly profefs and recite twice a day in our own 
Language, that every one may underftand it, the whole 
Chriftian Faith, comprifed in the Jpoftles Creed: with 
the explication of feme part of this Faith, by the Ni~ 
cene Fathers, once every week or more: and a more 
diftind Explication of the feme Articles, by Athanaft- 
ut , once a month. That is, we hold, and aflert, and 
maintain, all thofe things which have always been, and 
are confeiTed by all Chriftians: the True , Ancient , Ca- 
tholicpue and Apoftolique Faith ; and the Holy Scriptures, 
wherein this Faith is- Originally contained. And if 

Q_ we 
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we knew any thing elfe to be the mind of God, deli- ^f 

vered to us from Chrift and his Apoftles, by the Uni- Wj| 

* verlal Church, we are prepared to receive it; and, did 
it appear, would immediately embrace and propagate ^ rfl> 
it. But the Vniverfal Church , as I have fhown, hath 
declared tliis to be lufficient, nay full and perfect : and P^ 1 
moreover, forbidden any other Faith to be either com- 
poled, or offered, to thole who would become Chri- I®® 5 
lfians. To all which ( that I have faid in the Firf 
(c)Efi{t. ad Part) this memorable laying of Pope Leo (c) the Great |M 

F Aug4m. ma y be added: The floor t and perfect Confeffion of the W* 

Catholique Symbol (or Creed) it felf, which is fealed 
in as many fen fences, as there were Apofles , ( i. e. XII. 
Articles ) is fo infracted with Cue left al munition ( or P^ 1 
defence ) that all the opinions of Hereticks, with this Sword ^ 
alone, may be cut in pieces. 

; it 

II. And therefore, Secondly, every one of us is bound, |W 

unlels we will betray our truft, and as we will anfwer ■! 

it to our Lord Chrift, the Author of our Faith, to ¥ 

hold faff this Faith, to preferve it intire, and to. defend <* 

it : not fuffering any of it to be loft, or any addition 1 H 

to be made to it, as if this were not fufficient to Sal- ¥ 

vation. Take faf hold of inf ruction, ( of thole great Mi 

fubrtantial, unqueftionable Truths, mentioned in the be- 
ginning ) let them not go, keep them, for they are your Mi 

life: as Solomon Ipeajcs of Wildom, IV. Prov. 13. They I® 

are the Wildom of God our Saviour; the Rule which ft 

the Apofles preached equally among all Nations ( as Ve~ P 

U mntius Fortunatus ( d} fpeaks ) the comprehenfion, and M 

(0 sirm. perfection of our Faith (as S. Auftin (e), or an Ancient Au- *( 

cxv, * thor under his name) theTefi (as I have fhown') and • pi 

mi ' Mark, whereby the Faithful are diftinguilht from Un- p 
believers and Hereticks. And having this Note of a W 
Chnftian; you ought neither tofeekfor, nor to admit « 

of 
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& of any ocher: being indued with this Wifciom, you 
ini- ought to think your felves wife unto Salvation. Arid 
dij not be in the lead: moved with the bugbear name of 
gate Here ticks , or the empty noife of Damnation, which 
lutl , they of the Church of Rome thunder out again ft you. 
®j| For they fignifie nothing but the wrath of thole, who 
:oi would drive you into the belief of that, by frights and 
liife terrors ; into which they cannot draw you by folid 
Firf proofs and arguments. Turn away your Ears both 
list | from the one and the other: for as the former is an in¬ 
fill lignificant found , fo the latter ( all their Arguments ) 
U . are but confident Sophiftry. Which hath been, and 
III, is at this day, lo evidently demonftrated by our Wri- 
(*, ters: that they can have no excule who are deceived by 
y them. 


4 
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III. Ana thus every one is bound to teach his Chil¬ 
dren diligently; inftru&ing and confirming them in thefe 
main Points of Chriftianity: that lo the Truth may 
live, when we are gone. 

Confider, I befeech you, what a neceffary duty this 
is. How fliould the Truth be preferved and lupported, 
but by thofe that believe it ? And how fhould they be¬ 
lieve it, who do not underftand it ? And how fhould 
they underftand it, unlels they be taught and inftructed 
in it ? And who lo much concerned to inftruft their 
Children, as they that brought them into the World ? - 
Their God-fathers and God-mothers indeed are engaged 
to lee this done; but their Parents have a further,even 
a natural obligation to it. And therefore ought firft of 
all diligently to inform themlelves; and by attending 
to all the means of inftruftion, which they have in 
this Church, to increale in true Chriftian know¬ 
ledge : that they may be able to teach thole who are 
committed to their care, and prepare them to be cate- 
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chiled and further inftrudted by thole whom God hath 
fet over them. 

We are not Pillars and fupporters of the Truth, but 
the betrayers of it; if we take no care about this. 
Which is one great reaibn why Ibme have eafily forla- 
ken the true Religion here taught and proieffed, and 
condemned this Church (an horrid crime, if you leriouf- 
ly weigh the conlequents of it) by renouncing Com¬ 
munion with it, as no part of the Body of Chrift. 
Men may be loon perfwaded , by confident talkers, 
to part with that, which they do not underftand ; es¬ 
pecially if they apprehend any danger in keeping it, or 
hope to gain by letting it go. Why fhould they haz- 
zard the leaft hair of their Head, for they know not 
what ? Nay, why fhould they be at all concerned for it, 
any more than a Man is for the feed that is fcattered in 
the High-way, from which he expefts no Crop? To 
that, you know, our blelfed Lord compared him that 
heareththe wordof the Kjngdom, and underfiandeth it not ;■ 
for then conteth the wicked one, and catcheth away that which 
was [own in his heart , Matth. XIII. 19. 

IV. You muft endeavour therefore to profit by all 
fuch inftru&ions as thele : and to grow in the know¬ 
ledge of the Holy Scriptures ; ' where God hath revealed 
his whole mind and will to you , and plainly publi- 
fhed all thole Truths, which belong to the great myjle- 
ry of godlinefs. You ought, for inftance, to take heed, 
how you wantonly and loolely interpret, or apply them, 
according to your own fudden 01? carelels fancies (that’s 
a great profanation of the Sacred Books ) and yet you 
muft not, for fear of this, be perlwaded to throw them 
out of your hands but rather with the more Iblemn, 
humble and reverend awe of God, upon your Souls, 
ponder and weigh what you read therein : efpeeially 
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thofe things which are plain and evident to every uh- 
derftanding, that by the help of them, and of thofe 
whom God hath let over you to guide and direct 
your minds you may either inform your under¬ 
standing in what appears to have difficulty in it, or 
fatisfie your felves that it is not neceffary you Should 

underftand it. • . 

For they that would drive you from this hold of the 
Holy Scriptures, intend to deceive you j and would 
have you depend on that which is far more uncer¬ 
tain, than the meaning of any place of Scripture can be. 

There is no firm ground for us to ftand upon, but on¬ 
ly this: which all acknowledge is the very word of God, 
and delivers that, which hath been ever accounted the 
fubftance of Chriftian Doftrines ; in fuch words as 
every one may underftand them. 

And therefore this is, as I have faid, the very foun¬ 
dation upon which the Church is built. Which is the 
Pillar of Truth, as it defends the Truth out of the Scrip¬ 
tures, and by the Scriptures, againft all Hereticks and 
other oppofers! and as it eftablifhes and fiipports it, in 
the hearts of Men, by this means, that it may be con¬ 
tinued to Pofterity. This rauft be added, for the ex¬ 
plication of all that hath been laid ; that the Church, 
and every perfon in it, great or final!-, are Pillars not by 
themfelves, but by the Holy Scriptures. For we know 
thofe things that belong to our Salvation (as Ire mm (£) o) Adv.m 
begins his Third Book) by no other perforts, than thofe f\f llL 
by whom the Gofpel came to us: which then truly they 
preached , hut afterwards , by the will of God deliverd to 
m in the-Scriptures, fundamentum & Columnam fidei 
noftras futurum, to be the FOUNDATION and 
BILL AR of our Faith. Upon thefe our Faith refts 
and; relys: fo that they who take the Scriptures from 
you, take away the Foundation and Pillar of that Truth,. 

which 
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wlneh is or ought to be taught in the Church, and that 
alone, 1 hey contain the mind and will of our Lord 

1 • rW-« W,1 ° being tIie firft Foundation, and 

cmet Pnlar of all, Epiphanius (h~) applies thele words 
to him. When he laith our Lord is called the door 
became by him we enter in ; and the way, becaufe by 
him we walk; and the Pillar, becaufe mMc iw 
* **”*«'« ( the very. words of S. Paul in this place ) the 
ground, or fettlement and flay of Truth. And in like 

“ fnnif 1 faic ' 1 the PilIar of a 

&Veritate, Pillar of Fire, each of them reorder- 

ted Chrift, becaufe firft of all, 

•*'> /e is the Pillar and Ground of Truth-, and then be¬ 
caufe he cannot be fhaken ordilfurbed, & c . which he 
repeats again upon another occafion, (peaking of the 
pillars which fupported the Curtains of the Tabernacle ; 
Lhrif is to he understood, faith he, (*) in each Pillar 

^ Uf 8tc. the prop of 

the Church, the Ground of Truth, according to the words 
of Paul. And in the next Book (/) fpeaking of the four 
pillars which fupported the Vail before the holy place ; 
he laith that Vail was a figure of Chrift, who was 
lifted upon high by the preaching of the Evangelifts : 
and therefore he faith, the four Evangelilfs were typifi- 
ed by thofe four pillars: being equally eminent and pre- 
tious, more valuable than Gold and Silver. r 
Which (hows that the Ancient Chriftians Iookt upon 
the Church as the Pillar and Ground of Truth, no other 
ways, but as it profeffes, preaches, eftablifhes, and keeps 
up, the DoQrme of Chrift and of his Apoifles, record- 
ed in the Holy Scriptures; unto all which they indiffe¬ 
rentlyapply thefe words of S. Paul, which are thought 
immediately to fpeak of the Church; which fupports the 
Truth delivered in the Holy Scriptures, from Chrift and 
from his Apoftles. 
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Upon which account the Creed alio, which is a com- 
prefienfive breviary of the great Scripture DoCtrines, is 
wont to have the fame attribute given to it. Particu¬ 
larly by Epiphanius , (ni) wllO Calls it, uMiSeicts, (») It Ex- 

the Pillar (as the Greek word fignifies in good Authors) Ca ~ 

or prop of Truth , 8cc. our life , our hope , and the affu- ' *' * 9 " 
ranee of immortality. And by S . Aufiin (n) r who tells f*)DeSymbo- 
the Catechumens in his Expofition of the Creed to them, lo L 
that it is fdei Catholic*s fundamentum , 8tc. the Foundati¬ 
on of the Catholique Faith , upon which the edifice of the 
Church arofe, built by the hands of the Apofiles and Pro¬ 
phets. Which hath made fome learned Men ( 0 ) refer 
thefe words of S. Paul not to what goes before, but to 7 ac - Ca ‘ 
the words following: making a full flop at God ; and 
then beginning a new fentence, in this manner. The 
Pillar and Ground of the Truth, and without Controverfe 
great is the my fiery of godlinefs , 8cc. which reading is 
countenanced by a Greek Edition of the New Teftament 
at Bafil 1540’ where the words are fo pointed ; as if the 
fence were this. God incarnate, and the great Truths de¬ 
pending thereupon ; ought to be the very Foundation of the 
Do Hr me thou preachefi. The Doctrines of the Creed, 
that is, are the very Foundation and Pillars of the Chrifti- 
an Faith : as tbe.jewsfit is known call, the great princi¬ 
ples of their Religion, the Foundation of the Foundation 
the Pillar ofWifdom, as Maimon (peaks when he treats of 
this matter. 

Stick clofe therefore to the Holy Scriptures, and to 
thefe Articles of the Faith in the Apoftles Creed, which 
are the fundamental truths of Chriftianity (it. appears 
by what I have now (aid ) by which the Church main¬ 
tains and defends the Truth, and the Truth upholds the 
Church, and we defend both.. 





Hold 
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Hold this faff, as the ground of all; and likewife lay 
up the word of God in your heart, that it may fetle 
there, and take root, and bring forth fruit unto Ilolinefs, 
that your end may be everlafting Life. 

Make the Holy Scriptures your Rule, and truft to 
them, according to what the Son of Sirach faith of its 
ancient Books, Eccluf. XXXIII. 5. A Man of under fann¬ 
ing trufts in the Law ; and the Law is faithful tc him as 
an Oracle , or, as the asking of Vr-im. That is, here he 
may enquire, and have a certain anfwer which will not 
deceive him. 

Show your felves fuch Men of undemanding, as to 
enquire no where elfe. And if any Church or Perfbn 
would have you enquire of them only; take that for an 
undoubted proof, they are not to be trufted. If they 
would not guide you by the Holy Scriptures, (that is, 
by Chrift, the way, as you have feen, who hath fliown 
us, no where elfe that we know of, what we ought to 
believe ) if they would have you follow their unground¬ 
ed Traditions, whereby they would inlarge your Creed, 
beyond the ancient bounds: know that you ought not 
to follow them, nor be led by them. For fuch may 
foonceafeto be the pillars and fupporters of the Truth ; 
becaufe they leave that whereby they fhould fupport it, 
and place themfelves ( whom they call the Church ) in 
the fteadof it; 

An evident fign they are not what they pretend : for 
the Church it felf ought to be demonftrated by the Scri¬ 
es l. dt Vni- ptures. So S. Juft in ( f) tells the Donatifts in thofe known 
tate Eccitfhe, words, which are worthy to be preferved in remem- 
cat.XYL France. Setting afde all fuch things as thefe ( which he 
had laid they could- likewife alledge) let them demon - 
ft rate their Church if they can , not in the difcourfes and 
rumours of the Africans, not in the Councils of their Bi - 
ft;ops-, not in the Letters of any difputers whatfoevcr , not 
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The Tillar and Ground of Truth . 

in ftgns and fallacious wonders (for we are prepared and 
rendred cautious againft thefe by the word of the Lord) but 
in the prefeript of the Law, in the predictions of the Pro - 
phets , in the Son^s of the Pfalms, in the words of the 
SHEPHERD lumfelf (Lc. Chrift) in the preach¬ 
ings and labours of the Evange lifts ; that is in all the Cano¬ 
nical authorities of the holy Books. Let this be done fo, as 
not to gather and relate thofe things, which are objcurely, or 
ambiguoufty, or figuratively fpoken there ; which every one 
may interpret, as he pleafes, according to his own fenfe. 

For fuch things cannot be rightly underftood and expoun¬ 
ded ; unlefs thofe things which are moft clearly fpoken, be 
ftrft held by a frm Faith. 

This is the very fenfe of the Church of England ; which 
teaches all her members, firft to hold by a frm Faith 
thofe things which are clearly revealed in the Holy Scri¬ 
ptures ; and by them to underftand and expound thofe 
things that are more obfcurely delivered: believing no¬ 
thing to be neceffary which is not read therein, nor may 
be proved thereby: nor receiving the Dofitribes and De¬ 
crees of any Church, unlefs it may be declared that they 
be taken from thence. For h&c fmt caufe noftr<e document a, 
hac fundament a, hsc firmaments (as he there fpeaks, you 
heard before) Thefe are the proofs of our Caufe, thefe 
are its foundations, thefe are its fupports. And therefore, 
as he alfb fpeaks in another Chapter of the fame Book 
(^), which he begins thus. Let us not hear fuch fpeeches(q) can. m. 
as thefe, Thefe things fay I, Thoft ? things fay eft thou but fniiati Ec 

let us hear , Thefe things faith the LORD. Thefe are Cle ' u ’ 
certainly Books of the Lord, to whofe authority we both can - 
fent, we both believe, we both obey. There let m feek 
the Church, there let us difeufs our Caufe. And let us 
not fb much as think of looking after any other Articles 
of Faith, but thofe which were from the beginning,. 
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which our Church firmly believes, in the three Creeds,' 
Nice-Crecd , Athanafus, and that commonly called the 


OO \ Article Apofles (r) becaufe they may he proved by mo[l certain 


warrants of Holy Scripture. For after the Faith confeffed 


(Y) Ad Con- and fworn in Baptijm (as S. Hilary (_/") {peaks) ire 
(tantium An- ought not quicquam aliud vel ambigere , vel innovare , ei¬ 


ther to doubt or innovate any other thing. It is abfurd, that 
is, to doubt whether this be fufficient; or to add any 
other to it, as if this were not enough. So he interprets 
it a little after. Faith is fiillinquired after , as if there were 
no Faith already : Faith is to be written , as if it were not 
in the heart: being regenerated by Faith, we are now taught 
what to believe , as if that Regeneration were without 
Faith. We learn Chrift after Baptifm ; as if there could 
be any Baptifm, without the Faith of Chrijl. It is mofr 
fafeforus (as it follows a little after) to retain thatfrfl 
and only Ev angelical Faith , confeffed and under food in. 
Baptifm. 



V. And that a good and righteous caufe may have 3(1 
good defenders and fupporters; let us read the Holy W 
Scriptures wherein this Faith is contained chiefly for this te 3 

end, that we may order our fleps , that is, our Lives and 
Conversion, according to the rule of God’s word. Let ^ 
us always remember,, that our Religion is a my fiery of 
godlinefs , as was fhown before ; in which we are not M 
well inftru&ed, if it do not teach us, to deny ungodlinefs f (,, | 
and worldly lufls, and to live foberly , righteoufly and godly ^ 
in the World. Which is the beft way alio to continue in 
the Faith , TiSi/uiMatdroi iJytuoi ( as the Apoftle fpeaks , ^ I 

mod agreeable to thele words, which he writes to TV* fcm 

mot by ) grounded andfet led, or liable and Redfaft. Colof. L tom 
2?. For they are the good ground, in the Church, who in ktl 
an honef and good heart , having heard the word , keep it, 
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and bring forth fruit with patience. Luk. V III. 15 * 
much as to fay ; if we would Hand faft in the Faith, 
and not fall away ( as our Saviour faith, others would 
do in time of trial-, r v. i ) we muff, f irfl , come to hear 
•and read the word of God, with unprejudiced minds 
and upright hearts ; defiring to know the I ruth, and 
refblved to receive it, though never fo contrary to our 
prefent inclinations and interefts. _ „ 

. This is the hone ft and good heart, .which ( fecondly ) 
muft keep and prefer vein mind and heart, what it hath 
.thus received : and not prefently let it flip, or lay itafide, 
as a thing never to be thought of more, after we have 
heard it. And (laftlyj we muft, not only in a 
warm fit of zeal begin to put in practice what we 
learn, but, bring forth fruit with patience or conti¬ 
nuance. 

This is the way both to draw others into the Church, 
and to continue our felves in it, and to make us con- 
ftant defenders of the Chriftian Faith : That is, to do 
our part in this great Office, of being the Pillar and 
Grou-nd of Truth. Which is a thing incumbent upon 
the whole Church, and confequently upon every, one 
of us, who are members of it. _ And therefore re¬ 
member, that the Chriftian Religion, for which we 
are to be Zealous, is the acknowledgement of the Truth 
after godlinefs , as I faid before, L it. T. i. It is the 
Do&rine of piety '■> to the ftudy of which if we feri- 
oufly and heartily apply our felves , it will be our 
beft fecurity againft all impoftures : and preferve us 
from the fubtil and crafty infinuations of thofe who 
corrupt or pervert the Chriftian Do&rine: and finally 
be the moft powerful means to make Chriftianity pre¬ 
vail in the W or Id. 

R 2 Remember 
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Remember the advice of S. Paul to this Church of 
Ephefm, Ephef IV. 14. 15. where you may find the true 
way to continue firm and ftedfaft, and not to be toffed 
about, as Children, with every blaft of Doctrine, &c. 
and that is c-AnCtJoms- b> by /peaking, or rather fol¬ 
lowing the Truth in love : or ( according to the Hebrew 
Dialect) being fixed and efiablifhed , in the love of God 
and of one another. For the Hebrew word Am an ( to 
which anfwers ) fignifies not only to [peak Truth, 

but likewile, to be firm and con/ant, fixed and ejiabli - 
j (bed: which if we be, we (hall have a fettled, unmove¬ 
able confidence of God’s Love and Favour towards us. 
For he that heartily loves God and his Neighbour, will 
never be ftartled, much lels fhaken, by their bold A- 
nathemas , though all the World fhouId tell him, hefhall 
be damned, if he do not believe this or that propofi- 
tion which they fay is ablolutely necdTary to’ his Sal¬ 
vation: becaule there isibmething within him that gives 
them the lye, and allures him there is no truth in them, 
who lay that God hates and will rejeft him, who be¬ 
lieves all the ancient Faith, which works by Love . God 
himfelf teftifies the contrary, by making the Truth ef¬ 
ficacious in his heart, to purge, him from all filthineft 
both of Flefh and Spirit: and by changing him into his 
own likeneft, in Holineft, Love, and Goodneft. And 
the more thoroughly any Man is renewed in the fpirit 
of his mind ; the more perfectly will lie be allured , 
that they pronounce a falle judgment upon him : and 
confequently be the more heartily relolved again!! that 
Religion, which makes men lb liberal in pouring out 
Curies upon all them that do not embrace its novel 
©pinions. 

Which brings me to the. lad thing I would have con- 
ftdered, that, 

% I, We 
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VL We do not perform our duty, (I may fafely af¬ 
firm, nay, confidently aver) we are not the PHlar and 
Stay of Truth , as we ought to be ; unlefs every one of 
us in our feveral Places and Stations, oppofe, with a be¬ 
coming Zeal, the. Errors, Innovations, and Incroach- 
mentsof the Church of Rome: who are the Men that 
are, of all other, moft guilty of the, juft-now named, 
Uncharitablenels, or rather Pride and Cruelty. For 
they utterly un-Church us; and, as much as in them 
lies, cut us off from the Body of Chrift; and bar the 
Gates of the Kingdom of Heaven againft us. By this 
alone, if there were nothing elle, we are fure they have 
grofly erred, and live in error ; that they deny us to be 
a part of Chrift’s Church: who believe and confefs 
with Heart and Mouth the whole Catholique Faith ; 
every thing that is confeffedly, and by Uni- 

verial conlent,.the Ancient Chriftian Belief; in which 
die Apoftlesand Martyrs died, by which alone Righte¬ 
ous Souls-, for many Ages, went to Heaven; know¬ 
ing nothing of the Popes Supremacy , of Tranfubftantia- 
tion , of the Propitiatory Sacrifice of the Mafs for quick 
and dead, and the reft of their'new inventions. 

We deferve not the name of Chriftians, no nor of 
Men, if we ftand not up refolutely, againft fuch ufur- 
pations and corruptions of the Chriftian Doctrine, and 
maintain, that Faith, which we profefs and wherein 
we ftand, to be the true Grace of God ;. the Faith once 
delivered to the Saints. Which is incumbent chiefly 
upon the Bifhops and Paftorsof the Church, who, 1 
have fhown, are the Principal Pillars of the Truth , ( as 
Timothy was in the Church of Ephefus ) and therefore 
ouhit to appear, with all their might, for the fup- 
port of God’s true R-eligion here eftabiilhed: inftru* 
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£Kng, 


teaching, exhorting, all committed to their charge 
to be fled fa ft and immoveable in it to the death. And 


every honeft hearted Chriftian ought to do the fame, 
in his rank and condition, by following thole inftruQti- 
by fortifying himfelf againfl Romifh delufions; by 


ons 


indeavouring to underftand the Truth, and to detect 
their Errors. 

Which are the more earneftly to be oppofed, becaufe 
the new Articles of their Creed, are not a Myltery 
of Godlinefs ; but tend, many of them, to nurfe Men 
up lecurely in their fins: fuch as the Doftrincs of Pur¬ 
gatory , of Indulgences , of Penances, and ( to name no 
more ) of Infallibility: which being prefumed, as an 
unquejlionable Principle , is apt to lead Men in the mod 
dangerous errors, and the fouleft fins, without any re¬ 
medy or poflibility of recovery, whenfoever the Infalli¬ 
ble Guide fhall propound them. 

This pernicious Doctrine, I may add, feems alfo to be 
deeply rooted in all their minds; that an Orthodox Be¬ 
lief will fave them. For this they make the great bufi- 
nefs of Chriftianity, to bring Men, as they think, to 
fuch a Faith: as appears by this, that let Men be ne¬ 
ver fo bad, their labour is not beftowed to make them 
quit their Sins, but to bring them to their Belief; 
where, for any thing I can fee or hear, they may 
quietly enjoy them. Nay, there are a number of lit¬ 
tle devices, to put them in hope of Heaven, without 
reforming their lives; provided they Believe as the 
Church Believes. 

And in this let me beteech all that read thete Pa¬ 
pers, to take a fpecial care, that they do not imitate 
them. Let us be watchful, that we do not put a grea¬ 
ter Cheat upon our felves, than they would do: by 
imagining our felves good Chriftians, meerly becaufe 
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7h Tillar and Ground of Truth. 

we Zealoufly oppofe the Errors of Popery. That we 
ought to do ; but not leave the great Thing, the amend¬ 
ing of our Lives, undone. For may we not deftroy 
and pull down by a wicked life, as much as we build 
up by contending for the Faith ? How can others 
think that we are fo much concerned, as we feem to 
be for Truth; when we make no ufe of it; but let it 
lie dead in our minds? What pitty is it, that their 
hearts fhould not love that which is good, whole minds 
are inlightned to dilcern that which is true? That 
their underftandings being convinced, their wills fhould 
not alio be converted ? It is a lamentable thing, to 
profefs that we know God, but in our Works de¬ 
ny him. This makes us look as if we were of a 
Faction, rather than of the Faithful : who oppofe o- 
thers rather as our Enemies, than as Chrift’s; as-thofe 
that differ from us, rather than as thole that differ from 
the Truth. . ' 

For if it be the Truth, that we Reverence, why do 
we not let it Rule and Govern us ? Why do we not 
love to have it nearer to us, than in our Brains? even 
in our Hearts and Affe&ions. For there is no greater 
Truth than this, that Vngodlinefs is the worjl of Herefies ; 
a wicked life the molt oppofite, of all other things, to 
the Chriftian Faith. 

Let us never forget therefore that Adnfonition of the 
Apoftle in the Tirjl Chapter of this Epiftle to Timo¬ 
thy , V. 19. Hold faith and a good conference : which 
he repeats again, in the Third Chapter to the Deacons, 
whom he exhorts, to hold the myftery of faith in a fure 
confcier.ce, v. 9. For if we put: away a.good conference,. 
we may eafily make Shipmack, evemof our faith. Which 
we have juft caufe to think , is the reafon why Ibme 
have fallen from this truly Apoftolick Church of ours. 

Concerning 
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The Pillar and Ground of Truth. 

Concerning which, and concerning whom, I may fay., 
• as Epiphamus (t) ( putting this place, I have been 
expounding, and Tome others together) makes the A- 
poftle fpeak to Timothy: It is the Church of the living 
God , the pillar and ground of truth: which many for- 
faking , are turned pv-$ /u&>&\opat{, to fables andfooli(h 

b ablings : neither underfunding what they fay , nor whereof 
they affirm . 








































































































